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Two hours from this moment (my typing-moment not your read-
ing-moment), I will introduce Keitaro Harada to the Savannah com-
munity, by way of its media, at a news conference at the Perry Lane 
Hotel. Kei (sounds like “Kay,” at least when I say it), as I have come to 
call him, is the incoming Music and Artistic Director of the Savannah 
Philharmonic. Sometimes in life – not always – you get what you 
deserve. I believe this is one of those times.

Many of us consider ours to be 
a world-class city. Some of us wor-
ry that we sometimes shortchange 
ourselves and aim unnecessarily low, 
maybe a peril of provincialism. An 
incredible community ought to take 
bold, aspirational collective action on 
its own behalf. Dreams should be its 
fuel; settling, the equivalent of sub-
version, is not okay. 

More than seven months ago, I 
stood on the Lucas Theatre stage, 
together with two colleagues, and 
announced the launch of a borderless 
search for the Savannah Phil’s next 
creative leader. If I didn’t do a lousy job with my extemporaneous 
remarks, the audience heard our vision: We want to be a cultural bea-
con for the region, grounded on solid footing. We aim to serve the 
WHOLE community; we want to grow our audience and increase 
our broad, positive impact on our neighbors in every neighborhood – 
those who already know us, and those we have yet to meet. We plan to 
uplift, entertain, enrich and inform. We will steward a shared resource 
of which we all – everyone of us – can and should be proud. 

An organization is only as vital as the people it attracts. As a search 
committee we established an uncompromising profile for our next 
music director. He or she (we had no predisposed preference for one 
pronoun over the other) would be artistically exceptional, the prod-
uct of top-tier training and experience coupled with relentless pas-
sion. He/she would exhibit superior musicianship and demonstrate an 
ability to propel the people around him/her to previously unrealized 
heights. Beyond the music and technical ability, though, he/she would 
galvanize the community-at-large, reaching out and building relation-
ships, bridges and paths to shared achievements that will make this, 
our home, an even better place (than the already pretty great one it 
is) to live. He/she would be a person of integrity and character and, 

preferably, a genuinely nice and charming girl or guy. And he/should 
would demonstrate an unmuted and sincere commitment to us – our 
city, its people – and all of his/her actions would manifold magnify 
his/her words.

Kei has proven himself special. Kei fits the description above like 
a perfectly fitted tailcoat over a precisely sewn evening shirt. And he 
likes us. So, we got our (it ends up being a he) man.    

It’s a happy convenience that I own this magazine, so I can share 
stuff I learn through my other work. The following is excerpted from 
a press release that hasn’t yet been released as I type:

Originally from Tokyo, Japan, Harada is a rare talent. Currently 
in his fourth season as the Associate 
Conductor of the Cincinnati Sym-
phony Orchestra and Cincinnati 
Pops, Harada performs worldwide. 
His musicianship and organization-
al development skills are in great 
demand. Harada has dedicated his 
life to music, studying at top schools 
and learning alongside preeminent 
artists, from a young age. As a high 
school student, he moved to the U.S. 
to attend the prestigious Interlochen 
Arts Academy. He developed a spe-
cial affection for Georgia as a student 
at Mercer University. His repertoire 
and performance experience spans 

genres, including classical symphonic music, chamber works, opera, 
pops, ballet, film scores, educational and outreach programming. He 
inspires musicians who work with him and captivates audiences with 
his charisma and command of his subject matter. Harada continuous-
ly reimagines the role that music plays in building community. 

Pretty cool, huh?

Join me in welcoming Kei, and his wife, Yuri (a former touring 
tennis professional, so I wouldn’t recommend playing her for money). 
Seize this opportunity to support an organization with a clear vision 
and noble goals. Who wouldn’t want to be a part something like that? 
Who wouldn’t be excited to hand the baton to an ascendant star…one 
of the caliber a great city deserves? 
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