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On page 18, Allison Mathes Rhangos fondly describes a recent annu-
al-but-not-really girls’ trip with friends from her school days in Texas. I, 
too, recently enjoyed a vacation with an old friend – we’ve been close for 
an impossible-to-believe 35 years – Larry, a guy I met during my colle-
giate Freshman year. 

For our guys’ getaway, Larry and I met in Rome, and we never made 
it beyond the city’s ancient walls. Weeks before, I had roughly sketched 
an itinerary that included day trips to Perugia and Siena, but the call of 
the Eternal City and constraints associated with my logistical screw-up (I 
miscalculated our respective arrival and departure dates, so we overlapped 
for a too-few three days and nights) kept us close to our Campo de Fiori 
home-away-from-home. He had never ventured abroad, so he was likely 
apprehensive, a feeling that morphed into comic horror when we realized 
on my last night that I’d be leaving him to fend for himself for 24 hours 
after I was gone. Despite his shock, Larry was probably a little relieved to 
be free from my extreme-travel style. 

If I were a normal person, I probably wouldn’t want to take a trip with 
me. I don’t drink, so lazily sipping pretty cocktails isn’t part of the deal. If 
you want wine – it’s Italy, after all – order the house offering by-the-glass 
unless you want a whole bottle to yourself. During my six days in-coun-
try, we took 181,740 steps, covering 81.05 miles, if Fitbit technology is 
to be believed. And when I’m not walking, I’m eating, each meal planned 
obsessively, and visualized vividly as I manically stroll. If you opt to attack 
the aforementioned bottle of wine alone, God bless you when I ring to 
wake you up before dawn – we’re off on foot at first light.     

Larry’s a lot of amazing things, but an endurance athlete is not on the 

list. But “good sport” is. Which is fortunate since my version of cultural 
exploration is watching the Colosseum grow steadily in my field of vision 
until I’m walking past it without breaking stride. 

As for deciding on to-do’s each day, it goes something like this: Over 
a quick cappuccino, I outline a basic logical framework that includes an 
impressive collection of recognizable landmarks, a semi-circuitous route 
that should – eventually…like, in 16 hours – get us back to where we 
sit, and a place to leisurely feast. Larry nods. And I say, “Let’s go.” On 
day three, rather than nod, and emboldened by seeing every inch of the 
city…twice…Larry says, “Si.”   

Those are the mechanics, inflexible and not relaxing, I admit. But 
there’s the other part of the experience that defies description. It’s the 
immeasurable comfort of an enduring relationship. Laughing at the same 
stuff we laughed at when we were relative kids. Retelling stale stories. Up-
dating one another about common friends. I play the role of the absurdly 
irreverent one; he is wry and reserved. Work. Families. Fears. Failures. 
We cover it all. 

Revisiting the Fitbit reference: When I depart Savannah, my resting 
heartrate is 59 (bpm). Under the influence of Larry’s calming compan-
ionship, it drops linearly to 54 by the time I’m on my way home. I have 
to look at the pictures on my phone to conjure the specifics – there were 
no remarkable discoveries for me, I’ve been to Italy a bunch of times. 
Rather, I am left with an a-specific sense of residual joy. Shared time. 

I wouldn’t blame Larry if this is the first and last trip he takes with me. 
But, if he gets an urge to walk a lot in a mesmerizing place with really 
good food, I’ll gladly pack my bags. I extend the same offer to any of my 
old friends. Like Rome, enduring relationships reveal more weathered 
beauty with every passing year.

upfront
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STATUS QUO

Over the past few months I have diligently 
researched the facts regarding the incorpora-
tion of Skidaway Island. I have also had many 
discussions with both proponents and oppo-
nents of this proposal. Many of them on both 
sides have changed their minds one or more 
times as they have continued their research 
on this important issue.

I have heard some great discussions both 
for and against the incorporation. I have had 
these discussions with some of my Modena 
neighbors, and we have all agreed there is 
merit on both sides of proposed incorpora-
tion.

I have had the privilege of serving on the 
Savannah/Chatham County Metropolitan 
Planning Commission for many years and I 
have seen first-hand how municipal govern-
ment bodies work. Sometimes it isn’t pretty 
and can even get quite ugly. The same can be 
said for private homeowners associations like 
TLA and MPOA.

For what it’s worth, after much soul-search-
ing, I have come to my own conclusion on 
this proposed incorporation. Allow me to 
explain the basis for my and Julie’s decision.

The protagonists for incorporation have 
promised a lot of things – much like a can-
didate running for office. If I knew for sure 
all those grand plans and promises would be 
fulfilled, I would vote “yes.” Unfortunately, 
no one can assure us of that. Power has a way 
of corrupting well-intentioned people.

For better or for worse, we know what we 
have with the Chatham County government. 
It isn’t perfect by any means, but it’s a known 
entity with an established track record. Con-
versely, the Skidaway Island government – 
with all its promises and good intentions – is 
an unknown!

Is the risk worth it? For me and Julie it 
isn’t. Respectfully, we will be voting “no.”

Ben Farmer
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tional strategic plan, in that it requires buy-in, and their feedback 
first,” she says. “So my ideas mean nothing if they’re not workable in 
the environment that they are familiar with and I am not.”

Benton holds a doctorate is in public health leadership. As to the 
aspects of the discipline that attracted her to it, she explains, “It’s all 
about applying strategic theory and a lot of business, a lot of health-
care business, and understanding the public health environment.” 

Previously, she was the director of clinical ethics and palliative care 
at St. Joseph/Candler. A clinical ethicist consults with physicians and 
families regarding ethical dilemmas that occur in the course of patient 
treatment. An example might be if the family of a patient is going 
against a patient’s advance directive to allow a natural death. Palliative 
care is sometimes confused with hospice, but they are not the same 
thing. Palliative care usually applies to patients that continue to live 
with progressive diseases, such as COPD, congestive heart failure or 
cancer. It helps them manage their illness and maintain quality of life. 

Benton has made the commitment to add palliative care to the 
curriculum of healthcare in the Savannah area. The Steward Center, 
which is a compo-
nent of Hospice 
Savannah, provides 
palliative care to St. 
Josephs/Candler. It 
currently has three 
physicians trained in 
palliative care. “Not 
a small training, but 
a whole residency,” she says of the trio’s commitment to the specialty. 
“It’s the same reason I wouldn’t want a pulmonologist to see me for a 
heart issue. I would want the right specialist.”

The Steward Center is working to develop its outpatient capac-
ity. “It’s a good marriage of the two – palliative and hospice – be-
cause one transitions to another,” Benton says.

Benton describes her arrival at Hospice Savannah as a journey 
that began with her brother, Daniel, who suffered from Proteus 

syndrome, a rare disease of gigantism and abnormal growth. 
“He had 110 surgeries throughout his life, so he was always 
sick, but he was always well in his mind.” Despite his medi-
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By Philip Schweier

Less than two months ago, Dr. Kathleen Benton took over as 
CEO of Hospice Savannah, but she began her work much ear-
lier than that. In her off-time from her previous position, she 

shadowed staff members and met with leaders and managers. “I want 
to know all the needs, from the kitchen needs, the food needs, the 
landscaping needs, the maintenance, I need to know it all,” Benton 
says of her pre-employment “listening tour.”

Benton believes she has a responsibility to fully understand the 
many roles Hospice Savannah plays to the people and families it 
serves. She says, “I told my staff, ‘I’m not a micro-manager. That’s 
not how I lead.’ But I wouldn’t feel confident in making changes or 
implementing new strategies until I truly understood what they do.”

 
Many of her ideas 
have been rooted 

in bringing the 
Hospice staff 

together. “I 
have told 

my staff 
and the 
l e a d -
e r s h i p 
t e a m 
t h a t 
it is a 
t r a n s -
forma-

Dr. Kathleen 
Benton, Hospice 
Savannah’s 
new CEO

Dr. Benton shared her brother’s story 
in a children’s book entitled “Daniel’s World.” It was finished 
shortly before he died, and added his death as an epilogue just prior 
to publication.

cal challenges, Daniel graduated from Benedictine and from SCAD, 
earning a degree in industrial design. He passed away two years ago, 
just two weeks past his 30th birthday.

“Having him as a brother influenced everything I do in my ca-
reer, no doubt,” says Benton. “I’m a young CEO, but I think he 
made me an old soul.”

When Daniel died, Benton felt a pull to change her profes-
sional focus. “I had spent 13 years in really bad situations with 
families, watching terrible suffering,” she says. “It was very hard 
for me to go back to work, but I did. I kept my prayers open to 
whatever would come up, and trusted it would find me. I didn’t 
hate my job, I just knew that that chapter was probably over 
because I was a different person. You become a different person 
when you lose someone, and that’s okay.”

Under such circumstances, one might think the opportuni-
ty to lead Hospice Savannah might not be the best answer, but 
Benton disagrees. “My day-to-day at St. Josephs/Candler was 
a lot farther away from the death and dying than I experience 
here. At Hospice, I get to talk to families about how we can 
make things better, and hug patients. That’s not the heavy lifting, 
that’s the beautiful side. It’s the clinicians and the physicians and the 
nurses that do the heavy lifting.” 

Part of the “beautiful side” includes the outward appearance of the 
main facility on Eisenhower Drive. “I want this house to look pristine 
for the families,” Benton says. “This is a crucial time in their lives, for 
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our families and our patients.” 

Hospice House needed pressure washing, and for a building its 
size, it wouldn’t come cheap. Benton approached Mike Le of Water 
Works Pressure Washing. Recognizing the size of the job, Le knew 
donating the work (for free) was a bigger challenge than his compa-
ny could handle. But he spearheaded an effort to share the donation 
among several pressure washing companies and convinced the supply 
company they use to donate the products.

While one might not associate pressure washing with hospice care, 
the opportunity to reduce maintenance costs allows operational funds 
to be allocated elsewhere. Says Benton of the generous donation, “If I 
can save $30,000, that’s tremendous.”

While she has high praise for Hospice volunteers, Benton hopes 
that the community – individuals as well as businesses – can share 
their talents and capabilities with Hospice House. “I would recom-
mend that anybody just tell me what their skill is, and I will figure it 
out.”

One idea she hopes to implement is a program for retired nurses 
to provide professional support to Hospice staff. She cites the high 
rate of burnout among health care workers. Many enter the nursing 
profession out of desire to heal and care, only to become disillusioned 
documentation specialists. Benton hopes to recruit retired nurses to 
perform clinical assessment, admissions and other tasks, providing 
back-ups so that staff nurses are not stretched so thin. 

In addition to its facility on Eisenhower Drive, Hospice Savannah also 
operates the Demere Center for Living at 6000 Business Center Drive 
which houses community programming:  Full Circle Grief and Loss pro-
gramming, the Edel Caregiver Institute, and the Steward Center for 
Palliative Care.

Benton emphasizes that of the 17 hospices in the Chatham Coun-
ty area, Hospice Savannah is the only one that is truly run like a 
non-profit. “There is another non-profit, but insofar as raising money 
and free community services, we are the only Joint Commission-ac-
credited hospice in Savannah.”

While she has no problem with competition, she believes 16 hos-
pices in the Chatham County area to be oversaturation.  Says Benton, 
“Some people go to these other hospices that are not well staffed, and 
a bad experience can reflect poorly on all hospices.”
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HOSPICE SAVANNAH
1352 Eisenhower Drive, Savannah, 
GA 31406
912.355.2289
www.HospiceSavannah.org

The Steward Center for Palliative 
Care: 912.354.8014
The Edel Caregiver Institute: 
912.629.1331
Full Circle Grief and Loss Center: 
912.303.9442

It serves five southeastern Georgia 
counties:
Bryan: Richmond Hill, Midway, 
Ellabell, Pembroke
Chatham: Savannah, Garden City, 
Port Wentworth, Pooler, Bloomingda-
le, Tybee Island, Thunderbolt
Effingham: Rincon, Springfield, 
Guyton, Clyo
Liberty: Hinesville and surrounding 
communities
Long: Ludowici and surrounding 
communities

Benton hopes to build partnerships 
around the city  – especially with The Land-
ings and its surrounding communities. She 
believes many Skidaway residents could ben-
efit from Hospice Savannah’s services, but are 
often unaware of it until they are too sick. 
“They always think of us at the end of the 
road. We want to meet them at the beginning 
of the road. The first day – or week, because 
they need some time to process – or the first 
time they realize they have illness to deal with 
forever. That’s the day we want to meet you.”

Ideally, she would like to have a Landings 
advisory committee, to tap into the commu-
nity’s wealth of resources: the skill, the vol-
unteerism, and the word-of-mouth support. 
“Even if they do nothing more than come to 
a committee meeting to understand the lay-
ers we provide, and then tell everybody they 
know. That is a volunteer for me.

Benton emphasizes that her door is open. 
“Sometimes, empathy is the best energy you 
can find. I truly believe that. I encourage 
anyone who has been through an end-of-life 
experience to give me a call here, and just sit 
and talk.”

S
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usually over a few months.

“During this critical win-
dow of time, we want to get 
your risk back down to where 
it was before the myocardial 
infarction, if not even lower,” 
Wallace explains. “What you 
learn in cardiac rehab is very 
important to success in that 
regard; because, if you do 
the right things, the odds of 
something happening again 
become exceedingly low.”

YOUR HEART’S FUTURE
Wallace confirms that the 

staff at St. Joseph’s/Candler 
Cardiopulmonary Rehab does 
“great work.” So what exactly 
do they do?

In short, they help you regain control of your health. Through multi-
ple sessions, patients begin with cardio exercises, and add resistance train-
ing. Patients gain strength while losing weight, and receive guidance and 
monitoring from rehab staff.

Mark Berry came to rehab after he had open-heart surgery to replace 
a mitral valve. At first, he was so weak in recovery that he needed a cane 
to walk. But he was determined to see it through. “Whatever it is that I 
need to do to get better, I am going to do it,” Berry attests. 

Within a week, Berry 
didn’t need the cane anymore. 
Over the following weeks, 
Berry was able to expand his 
12-minute sessions into hour-
long ones. “I, 100 percent of 
the time, feel better the rest 
of the day because of this,” he 
says.

With supervised exercise 
therapy, patients not only 
receive monitoring of their 
heart’s rhythm for abnormal 
rates, they also learn about 
healthy behaviors from a ded-
icated staff. “Cardiac rehab 
doesn’t change your past, but 
it can help you improve your 
heart’s future,” says cardiopul-
monary rehab manager Emily 

Parks. “You can lower your risk of a second cardiac event. It’s the path to 
feeling better than before, and we’re by your side the whole way.”

Patients in cardiac rehab stand to benefit in several ways:
• Lower your risk of a future cardiac event
• Eat better
• Lose weight
• Return to work
• Engage in daily activities you might have missed

Read more about Mark Berry’s 12 weeks in cardiac rehab in our Living 
Smart blog at sjchs.org.

One of the miracles of our body that we take for granted is that 
our hearts pump without us thinking about it. But a severe heart 
attack can take that power away when we need it the most. Car-

diogenic shock occurs when the heart cannot pump enough blood to 
meet a patient’s needs. If not treated immediately, cardiogenic shock can 
be fatal.

Physicians in the Heart Hospital at St. Joseph’s Hospital use the Im-
pella, a left-ventricular-assist device that augments the heart’s cardiac out-
put, on patients suffering from a severe myocardial infarction (commonly 
known as a heart attack). The Impella does the pumping when the heart 
cannot. With the device performing the heart’s role, it gives interven-
tional cardiologists like William F. Wallace, MD, the chance to focus on 
opening blocked arteries and saving the patient’s life.

Now the Impella has been upgraded, and St. Joseph’s Hospital is the 
only institution in the region that offers this advanced technology. This 
is great news for heart patients; but one fact remains:  Survivors have an 
important role to play in strengthening their heart again and preventing 
another heart attack in the future.

IMPELLA RP
“The Impella is typically used as a small pump for the left ventricle of 

the heart,” Wallace explains. “But in very severe cases, the right side of 
the heart can also fail. So the blood is not being pushed out to the lungs 
and becoming oxygenated. Medications can help support pumping, but 
the pump is not being primed, so to speak.”

Dysfunction in the right ventricle is common in heart attack patients 
who have gone into cardiogenic shock. The new Impella RP has been 
specifically designed to provide support to the right ventricle. Wallace 
places a thin catheter through the patient’s leg, implanting the tiny pump 

so that it can take blood from a vessel outside the heart and push it 
through the heart and into the lungs.

“Within a few minutes or less, the blood pressure starts going up, and 
we can dial back the medications that we use to support the heart rate, 
blood pressure, and cardiac output in a shock setting,” Wallace says.

This capability has long-term implications for the patient, as medica-
tions – while life-saving in the emergency of a heart attack – can have an 
adverse effect on the heart’s pumping function.

“The Impella RP helps put the heart into more of a total rest state, 
which allows it to recover better,” Wallace says.

GET OUT AND STAY OUT
The goal for physicians and staff at the Heart Hospital is as full and 

optimal recovery possible. “Once we get you out of the hospital, we want 
to keep you from ever having to come back again,” Wallace says. 

He typically follows up with patients a week or two later, and he 
strongly encourages patients to implement better lifestyle choices – in-
cluding new dietary and exercise routines – and to maintain compliance 
with their medications. He also refers patients to St. Joseph’s/Candler 
Cardiopulmonary Rehab, where they receive education and support, 

Live smart

PUMP

Cardiologist William Wallace, MD Cardiac Rehab Patient Mark Berry

PRIMING

Advanced devices can help save 
patients during a heart attack 

and set the path for full recovery

T H E

St. Joseph’s/Candler helped raise awareness about heart health in Feb-
ruary, which is celebrated nationally as American Heart Month. Mean-
while, the health system was honored with a national recognition for best 
practice skills demonstrated at the Heart Hospital. The American College 
of Cardiology recognized St. Joseph’s/Candler for demonstrated expertise 
and commitment in treating patients with chest pain. The Heart Hospital 
was awarded Chest Pain Center accreditation with Primary PCI, based on 
rigorous onsite evaluation of the staff ’s ability to evaluate, diagnose and 
treat patients who may be experiencing a heart attack. 

PCI, which stands for percutaneous coronary intervention, is also 
known as coronary angioplasty. It is a non-surgical procedure that opens 
narrowed or blocked coronary arteries with a balloon to relieve symptoms 
of heart disease or reduce heart damage during or after a heart attack.

For more information on St. Joseph’s/Candler and The Heart Hospital, 
please visit sjchs.org.

The Heart Hospital at St. Joseph’s/Hospital 
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There are friends, and then there are “old friends.” Old friends 
allow years to go by, following different paths, but are ready to 
pick back up with the same level of understanding and laugh-

ter. I am fortunate to have these kinds of girlfriends from my high 
school days in the Piney Woods of East Texas. There is something 
special about my Texas girlfriends that my husband knows better than 
to try to understand. We grew up together, learning how to drink at 
pasture parties and drive stick shifts on rural roads. We are no longer 
Texas girls, but we identify as Texas women, even those of us who no 
longer live in the Lone Star state. 

Some of us are mothers or wives, but we still share a love for adven-
ture and travel. Our “annual” trips actually only happen once every 
few years, but they are powerful. They remind us of the dreams we 
had as young girls and allow us to check in on the path that each of 
us has chosen. I recently returned from our last gathering, and I am 
still buoyed by the laughter and conversation we shared for four days. 
I don’t think Santa Fe (or our fishing guides) will ever be the same.

We arrived into the sweet little Santa Fe airport during a cold driz-
zle, but this proved to be the perfect introduction to help us appreciate 
the remarkable sunny days that would follow. I did not have high 
hopes for beautiful foliage, as I knew we had missed the Aspen trees 
turning at the beginning of October. Little did I know, the cotton-
woods would put on a golden display for us. 

Upon arriving at our hotel, we were welcomed with the perfect 
greeting: “Why don’t you sit down for a late breakfast. Do you prefer 
green or red peppers in your huevos ranchero?” This would be the first 
of several long breakfasts filled with chile peppers and prickly pear 
mimosas at the start of our New Mexico days.

The family that owns the hotel also operates one of the most amaz-
ing import businesses in the country, occupying an entire block in 
Santa Fe. It is a wonderful place to spend a rainy afternoon, filled 
with magical rugs, architectural elements and furnishings from exotic 
locales like India and Afghanistan. Their eclectic mix spills over to the 
hotel, located just down the street. The result is part Moroccan, part 
Southwestern, and completely wonderful. 

Two hotel rooms are not enough for our group. Having some sort 
of living space is essential. We have rented houses in the past, but this 
time chose two-bedroom suites, which are perfect for these kinds of 
gatherings. We spent many hours on our porch, which had views of 
the beautiful Santo de Cristo mountains. The staff at the hotel could 
not have been more helpful, kind, and understanding (when we left 
multiple bottles of wine on our porch after late-night-solving of the 
world’s problems).

As a travel advisor, I enjoy handling – and obsessing over – the 
details of travel.  However, when it came time to order a birthday cake 
for one of the girls or find the best fishing guides, I depended on our 
amazing concierge, Marjolaine. She recommended a local bakery that 
not only made a delicious coconut cake, but also offered to deliver it 
to the hotel before I could ask. The hotel staff hid the cake and helped 
create a celebration, bringing a bottle of local champagne as a gift for 
the birthday girl. (Did I mention the trip was to celebrate her 50th 
birthday, which she later revealed was actually only her 49th?).

Santa Fe is a walking city filled with amazing art and some of my 

Sa n ta  Fe
By Al lison Mathes Rhangos

As is the case when one travels, it is the people who make a hotel, city, or country special. 
This was especial ly true during our stay in...
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When Santa Fe starts to feel a bit too crowded, head to Tesuque. 
The market has a wonderful mix of dry goods and wine, and a hidden 
gem of a restaurant. It reminds me of the dusty old Santa Fe of days 
gone by. It serves one of the best breakfasts in the area (along with 
Tecolote) and has amazing green chile cheese bread. Can you tell I love 
green chile? I also have a love affair with Tesuque Glassblowers, adding 
some of their glasses to my collection each visit.

If we had more time we would have hiked more, soaked in the tubs 
at Ten Thousand Waves, or spent an afternoon at the Folk Art Muse-
um. However, this trip was not about seeing it all, it was about seeing 
each other.  Sure, we are foodies and love trying new restaurants (and 
catching a fish feels amazing), but the real point is creating memories 
together. We don’t see each other very often, but these girls’ getaways 
are precious. It is worth the chaos created by leaving jobs, husbands 
and children, behind for a few days. 

We share old stories and make new ones. We comfort each other 
about ailing parents or the death of a dog. We visit old churches and 
light candles together for shared sadness. This is why we show up for 
each other on a rainy tarmac in the middle of New Mexico. Life is full 
of distractions and obstacles, but we remain old and constant friends. 

Girlfriend getaways are special trips, whether a bachelorette party, a 
gathering of girls with common interests – like finding the perfect spa, 
friends with long shared history, or new friends making new memo-
ries. 

Allison Mathes Rhangos is a travel advisor for Four Seasons Travel. 

“That is really what these girls’ trips are about. Sure, we are foodies 
and love trying new restaurants (and yes, catching a fish feels amaz-
ing) but the real point is creating memories together.”

all-time favorite restaurants. My father lived in Santa Fe for many 
years, so I have some old favorites, but each visit I always find some 
new ones. The oldies-but-goodies did not disappoint on this trip. Café 
Pasqual, the Compound, Tesuque Market, and Geronimo are all just 
as terrific as ever. In fact, we loved the Compound so much, we went 
twice. The hidden bar at Geronimo proved to be the perfect spot for 
the birthday dinner. We tried Sazon and must admit its mole choic-
es from sweet to spicy were impressive, as was its collection of Frida 
Kahlo-inspired art. 

Santa Fe has an amazing farmers market in the newly developed 
Railyard area. Everything, from green chile pepper sausage to red chile 
pepper wreaths, is available. Santa Fe Clay is also in this area. Its gal-
lery, workspace and store are filled with some of the most interesting 
pottery I have seen. The talent in this city, from handmade pottery, 
rugs and jewelry to glassblowing, is like nowhere else of comparable 
size in the country. This mix attracts travelers and new residents. The 
drop-dead sunsets and historic architecture also add to the lure.

A trip to Santa Fe is not complete without (at least) a quick drive 
to Tesuque or Pecos. We are Texas girls after all. Country cruising is 
what we do best, so we did both. After being outfitted by High Desert 
Angler, we spent the day fly fishing in Pecos. Our two guides steadied 
us as we waded deep into the racing river. Their patience, wisdom and 
endurance were impressive. It was our favorite day, without a doubt. 
We will add a day of fishing to the mix on our future travels. Slowing 
down, focusing on nature, and learning a new skill are all things we 
yearn to do more of (and we caught fish). S

1705 Skinnie.indd   20-21 3/7/19   3:44 PM



www.theskinnie.com                                        www.theskinnie.com TheSkinnie      VOL. 17 ISSUE 05 – 2322 – VOL. 17 ISSUE 05      TheSkinnie

He Serves: 
David Estes

By Ron Lauretti

David Estes is the First Assistant Unit-
ed States Attorney for the Southern 
District of Georgia, based in Savan-

nah. He is the “right-hand man” and admin-
istrative assistant for Bobby Christine, the 
lead U.S. attorney. Like many of the prose-
cutors who work for the U.S. Department 
of Justice, Estes wears “two hats,” the second 
being part of his Alabama Army National 
Guard uniform.

Estes’ career in uniform began at the Mar-
ion Military Institute, Marion, Alabama, a 
two-year military college that awards early 
commissions to qualified graduates. While 
earning his associate’s degree and his Army 
commission, Estes played outside linebacker 
for the Tiger football team. Graduating in 
1987, he was assigned to Fort Sill, Oklaho-
ma, where he trained as a 155-mm Howitzer 
fire control officer. Training complete, the 
second lieutenant transitioned to the Ala-
bama Army National Guard while enrolled 
at Auburn University, from which he gradu-
ated in 1989. 

Estes continued his education at the Uni-
versity of Tulsa, coordinating his legal studies 
with service in the Oklahoma Army National 
Guard. Between his first and second years of 
law school, he interned in the office of Jeff 
Sessions, who, at that time, was the U.S. At-
torney in the Southern District of Alabama. 
That experience laid the groundwork for Es-
tes’ career.

With his law degree in hand, Estes began 
active military duty. From 1993 to 1997, he 
served as a judge advocate general (JAG) le-
gal officer at the strategic Redstone Arsenal 
Army Base, at Huntsville, Alabama, a key 
missile defense agency and NASA base. With 
thousands of military personnel and civilian 
contractors operational in and around bus-
tling Huntsville, there was plenty of legal 
work to keep Estes busy. He also volunteered 
for Session’s successful senate campaign in 
1996.

Departing active military duty in 1997, 
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Please email content to mail@theskinnie.com. 
Deadline is the Friday prior to publication. 

island h  p  i  go  p n

THE NEW YOU
WHAT:  Are you a New Neighbors member?
CONTACT:  To join, go to the website 
and click on Membership, or contact Deb 
Werner at nnnewmember@gmail.com or 
912.660.0174
WHAT ELSE:  New Neighbors is a very active 
club open to any individual who lives at The 
Landings on a full- or part-time basis, is over 
the age of 21 and has never belonged to the 
Landings New Neighbors.  The club offers 
more than 250 different activities, tours and 
events for you to enjoy. Go to www.landings-
newneighbors.com to see more examples of 
how exciting New Neighbors can be. 

GOTTA LOVE IT
WHAT: Join Landlovers
CONTACT:  Landlovers Membership Chair, 
Lynn Stephens at Landloversmembership@
gmail.com or 912.228.5383
WHAT ELSE: Landlovers Club is open to all 
Landings residents, and offers both social and 
philanthropic activities. To learn more about 
our activities and fundraisers, visit Landing-
slandlovers.com and click on “The Happen-
ings” tab on the left.

BODY AND SOUL
WHAT:  Skidaway Island United Methodist 
Church New Exercise Classes
WHEN:  Mondays and Wednesdays - Basic 
Mat Pilates - 9:15 to 10:15 a.m., and Sit-Fit! - 
10:15 to 11:15 a.m.
WHERE:  SIUMC
CONTACT: visit www.siumc.org/exercise or 
call 912.598.7981
WHAT ELSE:  Classes will be led by Elena 
Bennett, an A.C.S.M certified fitness instruc-
tor 

PRETTY AS A PICTURE
WHAT: Art show featuring the works of Car-
men Maria Aguirre
WHEN: March 1-31; 
WHERE: JEA Art Gallery, 5111 Abercorn St. 
Savannah
CONTACT: Vicky Lunick 912.355.8111
WHAT ELSE: Aguirre is a figurative painter 
working in oil on canvas and/or panel. She 
spent her formative years in Miami, where she 
received her BFA from Barry University. She 

pursued post-graduate work with the Spanish 
classical painter, Amadeo Roca Gisbert. Re-
turning to Miami, Aguirre developed a career 
as a graphic artist, becoming the editor of the 
magazine section of Diario Las Americas, one 
of the most important Spanish newspapers in 
the U.S. dedicated to the Hispanic com-
munity. She moved to Savannah in 2016 to 
concentrate on her career as a painter.

BRUSH WITH 
GREATNESS

WHAT: “Points of View,” by Karen Macek
WHEN: March 1 to April 30, 2019
WHERE: The Landings Company Real Estate 
and Welcome Center, 1 Landings Way North, 
Savannah, GA 31411
CONTACT: 912.598.0500
WHAT ELSE: M-F, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.;  Sat, 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

TEA TIMES
WHAT:  Tea at Mrs. Davenport’s museum 
program
WHEN:  Thursdays and Fridays, March 8, 14, 
15, 21, 22, 28, at 5 p.m.
WHERE:  Davenport House Museum, 324 E. 
State Street, Savannah
HOW MUCH: Adults, $18 plus tax; Chil-
dren, $14 plus tax/child 
CONTACT:  Jamie Credle, 912.236.8097, 
info@davenporthousemuseum.org, www.
davenporthousemuseum.org
WHAT ELSE:  Learn about tea traditions and 
experience an early-19th century tea in the 
historic atmosphere of the Davenport House 
Museum. Patrons will tour areas of the historic 
home where tea service took place and will 
participate in an afternoon tea with costumed 
interpreters. Program length: 60 to 75 min-
utes. The performance requires that guests be 
able to walk up and down stairs.   

FLEA FOR YOUR LIVES
WHAT: Landings Landlovers Flea Market
WHEN: Saturday, March 9, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
WHERE: Messiah Lutheran Church at 1 West 
Ridge Rd., opposite Publix
HOW MUCH: Free admission
CONTACT: landingsfleamarket@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Cash sales only. Check out 
at each table venue. Come early for the best 

IN THE CARDS
WHAT:  Landlovers Bridging the Gap 
Bridge
WHEN:  Wednesday, March 13, 1 p.m.
WHERE: Game will be held in the 
Oakridge dining room.
CONTACT:  Our hostess is Mary Lou 
Nuttall.  If you wish to sign up or have any 
questions please contact her at 398.2120.   
WHAT ELSE: Must be a Landlovers and 
Landings Club member to join.  

STUCK IN BETWEEN
WHAT:  Skidaway Middle-Aged Tweens 
(MATS) Coffee
WHEN: Every other Wednesday morn-
ing, 9 to 10:30 a.m.
WHERE:  Varies; Either at a marina or 
in a home.
CONTACT:  Ann Nash at 
203.856.8927
WHAT ELSE:  Come learn all about 
MATS at one of our bi-weekly coffees. 
The group was formed to create social 
activities for people in the later stages of 
our careers, working part-time or navi-
gating issues of early retirement. Many of 
us are empty-nesters or semi-empty-nest-
ers. Many different activities are held 
every month.

TAKE MY WIFE, PLEASE
WHAT: Jewish Women of the Landings 
Education Program
WHEN: Tuesday, March 12, 3:30 p.m.
WHERE: The Marshes 
CONTACT: Nancy Rosenthal at 
nrosent892@aol.com to reserve a place
WHAT ELSE: Melinda Stein will talk 
about the Borscht Belt, another name for 
the Catskill Mountains in New York.

IT’S NOT ABBY
WHAT:  Skidaway Abigails Meeting
WHEN:  Thursday, March 14, 3:45 
p.m. 
WHERE:  Messiah Lutheran Church, 1 
West Ridge Rd.
HOW MUCH: Meetings are open to 
members (free) and their guests ($5)
CONTACT:  chair@skidawayabigails.org
WHAT ELSE:  Guest speaker will be 
Staci Fox, president and CEO of Planned 
Parenthood Southeast (PPSE).

Estes joined the Alabama Attorney General’s 
Violent Crimes Division, where he prosecut-
ed major crimes like homicide and armed 
robbery. During the next five years, he led the 
office in the number of felony trials prosecut-
ed and was featured on the television shows 
“The FBI Files” and “Arrest and Trial.”

In 2002, Estes joined the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office for the Northern District of Alabama, 
where he prosecuted white-collar crimes, such 
as fraudulent or inflated financial claims by 
shady defense contractors. “Lots of big bucks 
often involved in these cases,”Estes says, “and 
we went hard after the white collar thieves 
trying to rip off the taxpaying public.”

In 2004, Estes was called back to active 
duty, deployed to Tallit Air Base in south-cen-
tral Iraq. “Things were beginning to heat up 
again in Iraq when I got there,” Estes recalls. 

A major insurgency by Iraqi loyalists was 
on the rise and their primary targets were the 
U.S.-led coalition forces, as well as Iraqi se-
curity forces that the insurgents regarded as 
collaborators. To compound the problem, 
troublemaking infiltrators from Iran were 
doing their best to prod the insurgents into 

attack mode.

During his year-long deployment to Iraq, 
Estes served as the Deputy Staff Judge Advo-
cate, with three captains working under him. 
He employed his legal talents towards three 
objectives – military justice for troops, legal 
assistance for troops, and payments to locals 
for any justifiable claims they had. “The lat-
ter required considerable negotiating skill, 
because I usually had to meet and negotiate 
with the local leader,” Estes explains. “I was 
confronted with a different language, a dif-
ferent culture, and different values. With the 
aid of translators, we eventually got things 
resolved. Back home I had to deal with an 

impartial jury of 12 people, but in Iraq I had 
to deal with all-powerful local power-brokers 
alleging grievances and seeking compensa-
tion.” 

The Army awarded Estes a Bronze Star for 
his service.

Returning to Huntsville, Estes resumed 
his civilian position as an assistant U.S. attor-
ney. As before, there was lots of work to keep 
him busy. He remained there until January 
of 2018, when he assumed his current role. 
As chief of staff for Bobby Christine, Estes 
supervises the operation of the local U.S. At-
torney’s office and works directly with the 65 
employees in the criminal, civil, appellate, 
and administrative divisions.

In his military career, Estes was promot-
ed to colonel in 2013 and serves as the Staff 
Judge Advocate for the 167th Theatre Sus-
tainment Command (Alabama). The colonel 
has more than 32 years of military service and 
was the very first National Guard regional de-
fense counsel appointed by the Judge Advo-
cate General of the Army in 2006. S

“...In Iraq I had to deal with 
all-powerful local power-brokers 
alleging grievances and seeking 
compensation. I was confronted 

with a different language, a 
different culture, and different 

values. With the aid of translators, 
we eventually got things resolved...”
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Complete Island Hopping listings are now online! Just visit www.theskinnie.com and click “Read.”

WHEN: Now through July 28
WHERE: Telfair Museums’ Jepson Center, 
207 W. York St.
HOW MUCH: Free to museum members; see 
website for non-member rates
CONTACT:  info@telfair.org; 912.790.8800
WHAT ELSE: Telfair Museums exhibits nine 
prints by Dame Laura Knight (British, 1877-
1970), together for the first time since they 
were acquired by the museum in 1949. Lauded 
for her colorful realist paintings, Knight exper-
imented successfully with printmaking in the 
’20s and ‘30s and drew upon themes already 
prevalent in her paintings, such as the circus, 
backstage dressing rooms, theater performers, 
and dancers. 

DINNER PARTY
WHAT: Landlovers Food, Friends and Fun
WHEN: Saturday, March 16
WHERE: At member’s homes
CONTACT: To RSVP and for any questions, 
please contact Hannah Burtnik at hburtnik@
gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Our dining group meets at 
members’ homes for either a sit-down dinner 
where the host prepares an entree for 6 to 8 
fellow Landlovers, with each attendee bringing 
part of the meal, or for cocktail parties where 
guests bring a dish to share and their own 
beverages. Host rotate monthly so everyone 
gets to be a host at least once and a guest many 
times. Please indicate whether you are a single 
or couple if you want to be guests. If you can 
host, please indicate how many guests you 
can accommodate. Maximum participation is 
based on the number of host homes.

BOOK SMART
WHAT: Jewish Women of the Landings Book 
Club
WHEN: Monday, March 18, 10 a.m.
WHERE: A member’s home
CONTACT: karen at kcranman@gmail.com 
or Phyllis at paaron@comcast.net
WHAT ELSE: March book club selection is 
From Sand and Ash By Amy Harmon.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
WHAT: Landings Art Association General 
Meeting
WHEN: Wednesday, March 20, at 7 p.m. or 
6:30 to munch and mingle
WHERE: Skidaway Island Presbyterian 
Church, Skidaway Island
HOW MUCH: All members and guests are 

welcome. $3 for non-members.
WHAT ELSE: Come early to mingle, followed 
by the general meeting, where our Spring 
Art Show will be discussed, followed by our 
exciting artist. Landscape painter/teacher  
Michael Reibel will share what he has found 
most successful in his life-turn from corporate 
executive to professional painter, with a slide 
show demonstrating his techniques.

AN AFFAIR TO REMEMBER
WHAT: Ambassador Wendy Ruth Sherman 
will present a program on “Lessons in Cour-
age, Power and Persistence. 
WHEN: Thursday, March 21, 2019. Social: 
7:30 p.m.; Program: 8:00 p.m.
WHERE: Skidaway Island Presbyterian 
Church, 50 Diamond Causeway
HOW MUCH: Open to the public and free 
for members, students and accompanying 
family members, educators, and active duty 
military and their dependents. $10 charge for 
non-members. Annual individual membership 
is $40 and family membership is $60.
CONTACT:  www.savannahcwa.org
WHAT ELSE: Amb. Sherman, former Under 
Secretary of State for Political Affairs, is Senior 
Counselor at Albright Stonebridge Group and 
Professor of the Practice in Public Leadership 
and Director of the school’s Center for Public 
Leadership at Harvard’s Kennedy School of 
Government. She was awarded the National 
Security Medal by President Barack Obama.  
The Savannah Council on World Affairs, Inc. 
is a non-partisan, non-profit organization.  Its 
purpose is to make available information, anal-
ysis, and strategic thinking about important 
international issues.

FOOD RUN
WHAT:  Miles for Meals 5K Run/Walk spon-
sored by Senior Citizens, Inc.
WHEN:  Saturday, March 23, 9 a.m.
WHERE: Senior Citizens, Inc. 3025 Bull St.
HOW MUCH:  $23 until March 1; $27 
March 1-March 18; $30 March 19-Race Day; 
includes T-Shirt; Discounts provided for Mili-
tary, First Responders, Students and Groups of 
3 or more
CONTACT:  Go to https://runsignup.
com/MilesforMiles to register or call SCI at 
912.236.0363
WHAT ELSE: Packet pickup is Friday, March 
22, 10 to 6 p.m. and Saturday, March 23, 8:15 
to 8:45 a.m., at Senior Citizens, 3025 Bull 
St.  Awards for Top 3 overall male and female; 

Top 3 male and female in 10-year age groups 
from 10 to 59 & 60 and above. Best costume; 
Most senior male and female participating; 
and Best Dressed Dog, as pets are welcome. 
Proceeds from the race will go to provide hot, 
healthy meals to homebound seniors in our 
community. 

THIRD TIME’S THE CHARM
WHAT: Piano Recital by Paolo André Gualdi
WHEN: Sunday, March 24, 5 p.m.
WHERE: Skidaway Island United Methodist 
Church, 54 Diamond Causeway
HOW MUCH: Free and open to the public
CONTACT: SIUMC at 912.598.8460
WHAT ELSE: In this third appearance in Arts 
on Skidaway, Gualdi plays works by Chopin 
and others.

COMMUNITY 
COMMENDATION

WHAT: Landlovers Community Service Merit 
Award
WHERE: Go to www.landingslandlovers.com 
under “Philanthropy” then “Awards” for an 
application and details.
CONTACT: Maryce Cunningham at 
335.1717, marycejcunningham@yahoo.com
WHAT ELSE: This award recognizes out-
standing volunteer work and contributions 
made by high school seniors who are planning 
to further their education in the fall of 2018.

SEW WHAT?
WHAT: Landlovers Material Girls
WHEN: Third Thursday of the month
CONTACT: Janet Smart at maxwellsgal@aol.
com or Georgie Carroll at Georgie.carroll@
gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Whether you are an experi-
enced quilter or new to the craft, please join 
us for some handwork, conversation and 
networking. Bring a current project you are 
working on; show and tell, or just plan to 
socialize. Learn about quilt shops in the area 
and local quilt guilds.

CERVUS WITH A PURPOSE
WHAT: Bingo at the Elks Lodge
WHEN: Sundays at 7 p.m. and Wednesdays at 
7:30 p.m.
WHERE: 183 Wilshire Blvd
WHAT ELSE: $1,500 in prizes. All proceeds 
benefit Elks charities.

bargains.

TAG, YOU’RE IT
WHAT:  Telfair Academy Guild (TAG) 
Meeting
WHEN:  Monday, March 11, 10 a.m. - coffee 
reception; 10:30 a.m. - meeting and lecture
WHERE:  Jepson Center for the Arts 
WHAT ELSE:  Members and their guests are 
welcome to attend. Guest speaker Alexandra 
Sachs, executive director of SCAD FASH and 
the university’s Atlanta galleries and exhibi-
tions, will present “Text to Textile,” the  exhi-
bition at SCAD FASH Museum of Fashion + 
Film. Ms. Sachs will discuss the making of the 
SCAD exhibition and its myriad sources of 
inspiration.

HELP A HOMELESS HERO
WHAT: Tiny House Project
WHEN: Tuesday, March 11, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
WHERE: private Landings residence, to be 
announced
CONTACT: Make your reservation by email 
to tomham100@gmail.com. For more infor-
mation, visit www.homelessauthority.org
WHAT ELSE: A fund-raising event to benefit 

the Chatham Savannah Authority for the 
Homeless, to continue building small, 128-sq.
ft. houses for homeless veterans at 75 Dundee 
Street

THE COAST WITH THE MOST
WHAT: CCA of Skidaway Meeting – Georgia 
Southern Sea Turtle Program at St. Catherines 
Island
WHERE: St. Peter’s Church
WHEN: Monday, March 11, 7 p.m.
HOW MUCH: No charge
CONTACT: Dave Devore, 330.329.6457
WHAT ELSE: Jaynie Gaskin, executive 
director of the Georgia Southern Sea Turtle 
Program at St. Catherines Island Center, 
speaks at the March CCA of Skidaway meeting 
and seminar. She will discuss the center’s con-
servation efforts to protect sea turtle nesting 
on the Island. Attendees at the March CCA 
meeting will have to opportunity to win one 
of four raffle prize $50 gift certificates to Bass 
Pro Shop.

VIVA, VIVALDI
WHAT:  I Cantori Concert
WHEN:  Monday, March 11, 7:30 p.m.
WHERE:  Messiah Lutheran Church
HOW MUCH:  $20 adult/$10 student
CONTACT:  912.925.7866 or icantorisavan-
nah.com
WHAT ELSE:  Celebrate two of Vivaldi’s 
famed choral works: “Gloria in D” and 
“Beatus Vir.” Presented with GSU Armstrong 
chorale and orchestra accompaniment.

MEN OF ACTION
WHAT: Landlovers Men’s Action Movie Night
WHEN:  Tuesday, March 12
CONTACT:  Al Stiles, 349.9977 with any 
questions; Email: boating20@gmail.com to be 
added to the email distribution list
WHAT ELSE:  This is a fun gathering of men 
who want to see movies in a proper theater 
then grab a bite to eat. The second Tuesday 
of the month we attend a 4 p.m. matinee 
showing at a local movie theater and then 
eat at a local casual eatery. About five days 
in advance you will receive an email with 3 
movie choices loosely meeting our criteria and 
restaurant selection. Not everyone has to go to 
the same movie. RSVPs are appreciated so we 
know whether to expect you. Carpool from the 
Methodist Church, no dues, wear your name 
tag.

LET THE BIDDING BEGIN
WHAT: Landings Landlovers Auctionmania 

Evening Event
WHEN: Tuesday, March 12, 5 - 7 p.m. 
WHERE: Plantation Ballroom
CONTACT: landingsfleamarket@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: There is a cash and member 
bar, bidding and silent auction. Cash and 
checks accepted.

SEE FOR YOURSELF
WHAT:  Bright Eye-deas Low Vision Group
WHEN:  Wednesday, March 13, 10 – 11:30 
a.m.
WHERE:  Skidaway Island United Methodist 
Church
HOW MUCH:  Free to all including family 
and friends
CONTACT:  Kay Higby, 912.598.9634
WHAT ELSE: Dorothy Griffin of the Georgia 
branch of the National Federation of the Blind 
Newsline will present information on its free 
downloadable service for those with vision 
impairment to be able to audibly read newspa-
pers from all over the country, both local and 
national. If you need a ride, call Kay Higby 
912.598.9634.

THE BRAT PACK
WHAT:  Wisconsin Club Annual Brat Bash
WHEN:  March 13, 6 p.m.
WHERE:  Skidaway Island State Park Pavilion
CONTACT:  John Otjen, 349.0752 or email:  
jotjen@verizon.net 
WHAT ELSE:  Open to all Wisconsin club 
members and guests.  If you have lived, 
worked, played, gone to school, rooted for 
Green Bay Packers, in Wisconsin, you qualify. 
We have fun! Join us!

INDELIBLE ETCHINGS
WHAT: “Rembrandt and the Jewish Experi-
ence” at Telfair Museums
WHEN: March 15 through June 30
WHERE: Telfair Museums’ Jepson Center
HOW MUCH: Museum admission rates vary; 
see website for details
CONTACT: info@telfair.org; 912.790.8800
WHAT ELSE: This exhibition features 21 
etchings by Rembrandt and one drawing by 
Rembrandt’s teacher, Pieter Lastman (Dutch, 
1583-1633). These works highlight the artist’s 
nuanced relationship with Amsterdam’s citi-
zens of the Jewish faith and the keen insights 
Rembrandt brought to interpretations of Old 
Testament Bible stories.

KNIGHT AND PRINTS
WHAT: “The Prints of Dame Laura Knight” 
Exhibition at Telfair Museums

isLand hopping isLand hopping
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The Skinnie Classifieds listings are now online! Just visit www.theskinnie.com and click “Classifieds.”

ACROSS
01. Hanker-tie
06. Modern binocular lenses
12. Maker of  Ambassador automobiles
16. It can be close
17. Painter of  “The Umbrellas”
18. Dog’s breakfast
19. Start of a VERY  long word
22. The Phoenix of the NCAA
23. Lasso
24. Aristocratic
25. Flog
26. Prudent
27. Everybody
29. Australian outlaw, ___ Kelly
30. Lapp
31. Celtic
34. End of the VERY  long word
41. “It floats”
42. No polymath, this guy
43. Its fall marked the end of the Jerusalem
      Crusades
44. Address with a canceled letter?
45. Play invented by Green Bay Q.B. Brett
      Favre
47. Waste, in a way
48. Subway, in London
49. Word of division, ironically
50. Like clock chimes
52. Tabbouleh, for one
53. Source of  the VERY  long word
57. Taste
58. Irish Rose’s companion
59. Cousin of  ‘thru’
62. Common microwaves
63. 2000 Chemistry Nobelist Heeger
64. Cadillac luxury sedan model
67. Aristocratic
69. Airline founded by Juan Trippe
71. God of Amenhotep IV
72. Singers of  the VERY  long word
76. 79-across plus zwei
77. Yearn for
78. Haymaker?
79. See 76 Across
80. Narc’s target
81. Doublet of  ‘ain’t’ 

DOWN
01. Part of a column
02. Coach with the most NFL victories
03. Source of rooster meat

04. Tandoor
05. Thrice, to a pharmacist
06. Illinois, “The ___ State”
07. Forward, in a way
08. The C in C.I.A., e,g.
09. Chesterfield, often
10. Peace, in the Kremlin
11. U.S. Air Force rank below staff sergeant
12. Type of file
13. Worn out
14. Acrimony
15. Bamboozled
20. Hinder
21. Pertaining to heredity
26. Ashen
27. Full-bodied red Bordeaux
28. “Home ___” (1990 comedy film)
30. Homilies
31. Commercial teeth whitening product
32. Daintily
33. Top-secret U.S. Gov’t recording (anagram 
      for ACE PITA)
34. Pusillanimous
35. Tsar that made Moscow Russia’s principal
      city
36. Chesterfields, often

37. Crooked
38. Nero’s eyes
39. Name of eight R.C. Popes
40. Ova
45. Dew, due, and do do
46. Pageants
51. Its cap. is Cairo
52. English
54. Hole-in-one, almost always
55. Chitchat
56. “Of Thee I Sing” writer
59. Occupation
60. Luxury fashion designer Bendel
61. It’s ten miles east of Salt Lake City
63. Giant in pro wrestling
64. Manner
65. Memento
66. Dog with a Viking helmet
68. Four-time Grammy winner, India ___
69. Fictional bear
70. Blue dye
71. Hebrew month
73. Chaw, e.g. 
74. Heading of 157.5
75. NFL competitor

ACCOUNTING
Accounting/Income Tax CPA Services • Landings 
resident Bob Stiehler, CPA, provides personal and 
small business accounting and income tax services. 
Expertise in addressing investment and retirement 
income, rental properties, K1s, small business, part-
nerships, estate and trusts as well as IRS notices, au-
dits and assessments. Contact Bob, 678.936.2970, or 
email bob.stiehler@yahoo.com, www.bsats.com

AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICE/REPAIR

Impact Air, LLC • We service/repair all brands of Air 
Conditioning & Heating equipment.  Services range 
from duct repairs to replacement of an entire HVAC 
system. With over 20 years of experience, you are sure 
to receive quality work at a fair price.  We also offer 
maintenance plans to keep your HVAC system(s) 
operating efficiently.  Call Dan Abel, 912.667.1472    
Licensed & Insured GA Lic# CN211101

AUCTIONS
Andy Kramer Auctions  • Now accepting quality 
consignments. Complete estate liquidation services. 
Pick up service available. Serving Savannah since 
1994. Join us for a big antiques and collectibles 
auction, the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month 
at 6 pm. 8890 Abercorn St, across from Carmax. 
912.353.8822. GA lic #2538.

AUTO REPAIR
Dixie Motors, Inc. • Serving Savannah since 1980. 
From minor to major repairs on all makes and mod-
els. We offer 30-minute oil change service. Towing 
available. Fleet service available. A/C experts. Na-
tionwide warranty. Conveniently located at 2013 
E. Victory Drive (across the parking lot from Home 
Depot).  355.3568.

BABY SITTING/NANNY/
ELDER CARE/CAREGIVING

Eldercare, childcare, home or pet sitting. CPR cer-
tified 24+ years’ hospital services. Please call Susan 
Gotch at 912.598.8720 (H) or 954.661.2205 (C) 
References available upon request.

A Step Above Care, LLC • We are a care agency that 
thrives on giving you the BEST services to meet all 
of your daily needs at an AFFORDABLE rate. We 
specialize in caring for people with Dementia, Alzhei-
mer’s, Autism and Parkinson’s. We also have services 
for pets, children and pregnant women. We have over 
15 years experience and excellent references. We are 
licensed & bonded. 912.507.7174. Email: denise-
washington73@gmail.com

Supreme Care Home Service • Lending a helping 
hand! Private duty caregivers offering personal and 
respite care. Light housekeeping and cooking; com-
panionship; medicine reminders. Pet care/walking 

etc. Give us a call at 912.414.0102

CARPET CLEANING
Diamond Carpet & Textile Services • Carpeting, 
Upholstery, Orientals, Tile and Grout, Wood Floor-
ing.  2016/2017 Angie’s List Super Service Award 
Winner; IICRC Certified Firm. Don’t just have it 
done, have it Done Well! 912.349.7115. www.dia-
mondcarpetandtextileservices.com 

CLEANING SERVICES
Got chaos? Hubbard’s Maid Service will restore order 
to your home. Serving successful people in our com-
munity since 2004, Hubbard’s Maid Service hires 
friends and neighbors to help keep your home spot-
less. Give us a call for a price quote at 912.961.9131.

Landings Cleaning Group • Landings Cleaning 
Group, Inc. has been in business since 1986. We are 
well reviewed, trustworthy, and dependable and we 
are dedicated to pleasing every client we serve. Our 
company Is bonded and fully Insured. We strive 
for excellence. Our motto and belief since 1986 is: 
Pleasing You Keeps Us In Business. Please contact 
me, Dianne Marrow, family owned and operated, 
912.598.7703 for an estimate. 

COMPUTER SERVICES
OnSite Network Services, LLC • Jacob Dimond 
providing prompt and professional computer services 
to Landings’ residents for over 13 years. Specializing 
in repair and upgrading of Windows and Apple com-
puters, laptops, iPads, iPhone, virus/spyware and ad-
ware removal. New computer sales, transfer files and 
programs to new computer. Setup wireless networks, 
printers and smart TVs. Lightening/power surge re-
pairs and Data Recovery.  Free phone consultations.  
Call 598.2990 or 507.2693, 7 days a week.

Savannah Computer Services, Inc. • Professionally 
serving coastal areas of Georgia and South Carolina 
for over 25 years. We specialize in PCs, Macs, and 
most IT equipment with a full spectrum of services 
including but not limited to installation, network-
ing, cabling, diagnostic and repair, upgrades, data 
recovery, virus removal and prevention, moving/re-
location, and consulting. Specialty business offerings 
include VOIP phones, high speed internet circuits 
with failover, and hosted cloud backup services. En-
joy fast and convenient on-site service, FREE pickup 
and delivery, or remote service by appointment only. 
Quotes are always free and no travel charge within 
our local area of coverage. Call Mike and Cyndy Ta-
bakian 912.756.7868 or visit our web site at savan-
nahcomputer.com

COOLSCULPTING® BY
COOL BODY COUNTOURING
20% discount for Skinnie readers. FDA cleared 
non-surgical procedure to eliminate fatty areas for 
good. NOW OFFERING DualSculpting™ and Ad-

vantage Applicators allowing entire abdomen or love 
handles to be completely treated in about one hour. 
Only available in Savannah at Cool Body Contour-
ing. Free consultation at 9100 White Bluff Rd, Suite 
102. Call 912.200.6000 Martin E Everhard, MD, 
PhD, FACS

DOOR SCREENS
Phantom Screens • The Phantom Screen’s unique 
retractable design means it is there when you need it 
and disappears when you do not. Designed for doors, 
windows and large openings up to 25 ft. wide, we 
have a Phantom screen to meet your needs. Available 
in a variety of colors to compliment your home décor. 
Call 912.552.2331 or visit phantomscreens.com.

DRIVER
“Uber Phil” is back on the Landings! I only do cash 
rides starting at $45 cash, early morning rides to the 
airport are $55 cash. If you need to you use the Uber 
app, I only do UberXL.” 912.224.0619 texting works 
best.

FOR SALE
GRAND PIANO • Yamaha Disklavier baby Grand 
Piano. Model DGC1E3S PE purchased new from 
Yamaha June 2015. Original MSRP $39,900. In 
like New Condition. Disklavier Playback system has 
50 plus albums loaded. Landings resident. $20,500. 
Jack Cawthon – JRC.CAC@gmail.com or call 
912.695.0422

Mustang for Sale • 2013 with 2973 miles, white 
GT 420 convertible, magnaflo exhaust, KN cold 
air intake, 5.0 floor and trunk matts, micro carbon 
fibre racing stripes. Always garaged. Asking $24K, 
404.513.0596, 912.358.0757

FRAMING
Sandfly Custom Framing • We are a full-service 
custom frame shop with over 2,000 mouldings to 
choose from.  All work performed in house to en-
sure quality control. Owned and operated by Judi 
Weaver with over 22 years experience. Shadow boxes, 
mirrors, stitch art, diplomas, specialty matting, por-
traits, paintings. Original art and prints from area 
artists available. Consider Sandfly Custom Framing: 
“When Quality Matters.” 8413-B Ferguson Ave.  
912.691.1333.

GOLF CARTS
Golf Carts of Savannah • We are well stocked with 
factory remanufactured top-of-the-line E-Z-GO 
RXV and Club Car Precedent models. Carts are 2010 
models or newer. Landings package equipped with 
fine accessories. All carts have new batteries, warran-
ty, battery charger and come with owner’s manual 
and free delivery. Special orders don’t upset us. It’s 
your cart, get it the way you want it. For golf or plea-
sure, you chose 2, 4, or 6-passenger. We service what 
we sell. Call Dana Oliver at 354.1113

#203   superLativest CLassifieds

*For each puzzle a relatively difficult set of clues (Challenger) will accompany the first printing. In the subsequent issue,
the same puzzle will appear with an easier set of clues (Standard) Email questions/comments to puzzler@theskinnie.com

$20 each, with a maximum of 50 words • $5 for each additional 10 words • Contact Teri Grayson at 598.9715 or email classifieds@theskinnie.com

JACK HAMMOND

The title will make sense after you’ve solved the puzzle

Puzzle answers, page 31

CHALLENGER CLUES*
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Licensed & Insured. References. Call 925.9528.

Gracious Moves • Landings Resident/Realtor® /
Move Manager, Brooke Bass has been assisting 
families since 1985.  Moving simplified from A to 
Z:  Prepare home for sale, list and sell, sort, pack, 
organize, floor plan, stage, unpack, setup, hang art, 
remove boxes on moving day! NAR® Outstanding 
Service Award! www.GraciousMoves.com; Brooke@ 
GraciousMoves.com; Call Brooke, 912.655.9299.

PAINTING &
POWER WASHING

Peterson Custom Works, Inc. • For highest quality 
interior/exterior painting, wood-rot repair, pressure 
washing, window and door replacement. Licensed 
and insured. Georgia license #RBQA004670.  Ten 
years experience on Skidaway Island. References 
available. 351.0716 or 656.8842.

Islands Painting • Proudly serving the Landings for 
over 20 years. We specialize in custom interior and 
exterior painting. We also do pressure washing of 
homes, sidewalks, driveways, etc. Wallpaper removal 
and much more!! Thank you for your consideration. 
Please see my reviews at TLA. Call Tommy Rigdon: 
912.308.4601 or email: tjrigdon@yahoo.com.

LUKSCOLOR PAINTING SERVICES • Licensed 
& Insured. Quality painting at an affordable price 
done by someone you can trust! No job too small. 
References available...Creating beautiful homes 
in the Savannah/Chatham County area for over 
13  years. Call Andrey Ribeiro for free estimates, 
912.713.9578. Email: andrey.lukscolor@gmail.com 
/ Website:www.lukscolorpainting.com

KCD Pressure Cleaning/Window Washing • Our 
team provides exceptional service!  Pressure Cleaning, 
Soft Wash & Window Washing – Houses, driveways, 
roofs, decks & more.  Residential and commercial 
properties.  Call Keith Kilgore today at 912.660.3179 
or email us at kcdpressurecleaning@gmail.com Find 
out our monthly special and set up a free estimate.

Motley Crew Power Wash • Locally owned and 
operated.  We offer: Soft wash cleaning of exterior; 
pressure washing of driveways, walkways, concrete 
patios, and wood decks; Safe, Soft Roof cleaning; 
Landings. Strong work values and professional eti-
quette. Jobs are always kept neat and clean. FREE 
estimates and our work is always guaranteed. Call 
Terry at 912.667.8779

Island Painting • Small projects or entire homes. 
Free estimates. Call 912.665.7299

Soap on a Rope • Power washing, window cleaning 
and more. Local, professional, personable, and fully 
insured. Voted Savannah’s best 2018! From homes to 
high-rises. 912.233.1544 soaponaropeinc.com

Above All Painting • Woman owned and operated. 
We do professional, excellent quality work, satisfac-
tion guaranteed. We do interior and exterior painting, 
we have over 15+ years experience on the Landings. 
References are available upon request; call us for a free 
estimate. We do it right the first time. 912.507.4664. 
You may also visit us at www.aboveallpainting.com or 
on Facebook.com /christineaboveallpainting.

PETS
Peaceful Pets • Planning a trip out of town?  Or do 
you work long hours and need someone to take your 
pet out for a restroom break?  Peaceful Pets is a Pet 
Sitting Service that can do this.  I offer affordable 
rates and overnight visits. Call 912.707.1707 for 
pricing, www.peacefulpetssavannah.com.

The Cat’s Meow and Dogs 2 • We offer daily visits, 
dog walking and overnight stays in your home. Let 
a reliable, responsible and caring person take care of 
your pet while you are away. Reasonable rates and 
Landings residents! For cats call Teri @ 598.9901 
or 655.5210 and for dogs call Greg and Kaye @ 
429.5329.

Susan’s Faithful Friend • Let me care for your furry 
friends when you cannot.  We offer daily visits and 
overnight stays.  Responsible Landings resident since 
1998 and dog and cat owner since forever!  Call Su-
san Moore 912.604.8790.  Check out my website for 
rates and services at www.susansfaithfulfriend.com

The Hipster Hound  • Yappy Hour, Every Friday 
5-7:30 pm. $7 Self Serve Dog Washes. 15% of bakery 
and chew bar items. 1 Diamond Causeway, Kroger 
Shopping center next to Pizza Hut. 912.349.7640.

SENIOR CARE
Comfort Keepers • Comfort Keepers of Savannah, 
GA differs from most at home health care providers 
by offering more home care options and a team care 
approach to providing services to the people we care 
for. Our expert caregivers provide customized care 

plans, and we provide the next level of care through 
private duty nurses who make it possible to keep 
your loved one at home. Contact Comfort Keepers: 
912.356.0111, savannah-605.comfortkeepers.com

SERVICES
The Original Guy Friday with Truck • Need help 
moving, cleaning your garage or attic, rearranging 
furniture or hauling away unwanted items or yard 
waste? When you need a hand, call me, George, I can 
help! 912.660.0432 or 912.598.1661.

Sandfly Custom Framing • We are a full service 
custom frame shop with over 2,000 mouldings to 
choose from.  All work performed in house to ensure 
quality control. Owned and operated by Judi Weaver 
with over 20 years experience. Shadow boxes, mir-
rors, stitch art, diplomas, specialty matting, portraits, 
paintings. Original art and prints from area artists 
also available. Consider Sandfly Custom Framing: 
“When Quality Matters.” 8413-B Ferguson Ave.  
912.691.1333.

Island Property Management & House Sitting 
• 10 years an island resident. Short term or long 
term. No job too big or small, we handle them all. 
598.9901 or 655.5210

TREE SERVICES
Treemaster, Inc. • We offer these services for all of 
your tree needs: trimming, pruning, and removal. We 
also offer stump grinding. We’re bonded and insured.  
24-hour emergency service.  We accept all major 
credit cards except Discover. We are the sister com-
pany of Grassmasters, owned by Landings residents, 
Mike and Diane Schuman. Call us at 912.598.0140.

WINDOW CLEANING
Clearview Coastal • We are Savannah’s oldest win-
dow and pressure washing company and we’ve been 
exceeding expectations for over 25 years.  Savannah 
Magazine readers voted us “Best Pressure Washing 
Company”. We offer window cleaning, pressure 
washing, window restoration, and gutter cleaning.  
Excellent references available upon request. Profes-
sional, motivated staff. We also offer commercial ser-
vices. Call 351.9960 or www.clearviewcoastal.com.

CLassifieds CLassifieds

GROUT CLEANING/
RESTORATION

Grout Busters • Complete tile & grout cleaning 
service. Complete grout color change, color resto-
ration & stain protection with epoxy sealer. Over 20 
designer colors available. Tub & shower cleaning & 
re-grouting also available. Serving the Landings since 
1995. 912.429.0420.

GUNS
Guns Wanted • Top cash paid. Ortiz Custom Guns, 
Master Gunsmith. Firearms Manufacturer. 7 East 
Montgomery Cross Roads, Savannah’s Firearms 
Source. www.ortizcustomguns.com, 912.925.0799.

HAIR STYLING
Styles by Joanne • Professional family stylist with 
over 14 years’ experience. Specializing In color, high-
lights, and perms. Maria’s Salon, 8106 Waters Ave-
nue, Savannah. Tuesday through Friday, 9 to 5:30; 
Saturday, 9 to 2. Call for appointment. 912.508.2758 

Murray’s Barber Shop • Barber Shop for Men and 
Boys. Walk-ins only! Tu-Th:10-6,Fri:10-4,Sat:9-1 
Located in Sandfly next to Lair’s Automotive. 8524 
Ferguson Ave. 912.349.3531

HELP WANTED
TRAVEL ADVISOR  • Leisure Travel consultant 
needed for upscale travel agency with excellent 
working environment.  Agency experience preferred 
although extensive domestic & international destina-
tion would be considered.  Computer Skills necessary.  
Must be enthusiastic with outstanding customer ser-
vice skills.  E-mail resume to info@fourseasonstrvl.
com or leave with receptionist at Four Seasons Travel. 

HOMES
Are you thinking about selling your home? I have 
buyers interested in buying your house! We also of-
fer FREE design consultations, staging, professional 
photography and local marketing! Mention this ad 
and get a reduced rate commission! Nicole Casino 
with Savannah Real Estate Experts, 912.356.0006 or 
912.598.6250

HOME IMPROVEMENT/
REMODELING

Peterson Custom Works, Inc. • Complete Home 
Remodeling and Construction Contractor. Custom 
Kitchens and Baths. Additions, Screened Porch-
es, Decks. Certified Pella Window/Door Installer. 
Roofing Experts. Stucco Specialist. Concrete, Pav-
ers, Hardscapes. Water Damage Restoration Cer-
tified. Foundation structural repair experts.  Home 
Inspector Certified. Wood Rot, Pressure Washing, 
and Painting. Design Consultation Services Avail-
able. Licensed and Insured Georgia Contractors 
#RBQA004670. Free Estimates. Home: 351.0716 or 

cell: 656.8842.

John Hodges Construction, Inc. • We specialize in 
window and door replacement and repair. We¹re a 
Pella and Marvin certified contractor. We also spe-
cialize in exterior siding, decks, service fence and 
trim. Interior remodeling: Kitchen, bathrooms, and 
trim. No job too small. Serving the Landings since 
1982. Call 313.2767.

Grout Busters • Complete tile & grout cleaning 
service. Complete grout color change, color resto-
ration & stain protection with epoxy sealer. Over 
20 designer colors available. Tub & shower cleaning 
& re-grouting available. Serving the Landings since 
1995. 912.429.0420.

Coastal Restoration and Remodelers • Commer-
cial and residential. New homes, additions and cus-
tom designs. Kitchen and baths, flooring, decks and 
porches, windows and siding, roofing and gutters. 
Landings resident. Also, please see our display ad. 
Call us today at 912.313.3252

Jerry Emerick Home Improvements • Roof, chim-
ney, and attic power ventilators, rain gutter, gutter 
guard and cleaning, pressure washing, wood rot, attic 
and crawl space, louver screening, crawl space vapor 
barrier, and much more. All types of home repair. No 
job too small. Call Jerry 912.604.4496.

INTERIOR DESIGN
AND DECORATING

Debbie’s Decorating • For over 20 years, through-
out the United States, I’ve designed and decorated 
homes, offices and new construction. I would love to 
assist you in updating your home! Please call now to 
book your appointment with Landings resident Deb-
bie Leecock. Phone 214.405.0989 or visit my website 
at www.dleecock.com. 

DesignFix • Thinking of updating or refreshing your 
home décor but don’t want to pay expensive interior 
design fees? Getting ready to sell your home or new 
to the neighborhood? DesignFix can help with fur-
niture and accessory arrangement, fabric, paint, and 
wallpaper selection and much more! Whether you 
are moving in or just moving the furniture around, I 
can help you design the home you desire. Please call 
Landings resident, Bobbie Battista at 404.402.7494 
to book an appointment today.

LANDSCAPING/LAWN CARE
Grassmaster Lawn Care • We offer complete land-
scape management with year round service. Our 
services also include fertilization, insect, weed, and 
fungus control, along with lawn and shrub programs. 
We are your total lawn care service. We also offer 
landscaping, i.e. lawn renovation and sodding. Li-
censed and Insured. Free estimates. Please call Mike 
Schuman at 354.8856.

New Leaf Landscape Management • As Skidaway 
Island residents, we understand your need to main-
tain a beautiful well-kept lawn. New Leaf Landscape 
Management specializes in full service lawn mainte-
nance and fertilization, debris removal and profes-
sional landscaping design/ installation. With over 
10 years in the industry, we have developed strong 
relationships with local companies to deliver superior 
products for your home at the utmost competitive 
prices. Please call for your no obligation lawn eval-
uation and free quote. Thank you! 912.656.9088 or 
912.210.9773. Licensed and Insured.

Scott’s Lawn Service, LLC • Customer service you 
deserve! We are committed to providing the most 
reliable lawn care service and maintenance. Offering 
complete lawn care needs including lawn mowing, 
edging, pruning, hedge trimming, blowing, sprin-
kler repairs, blowing the roof, and installing sod, 
pine straw, mulch and fertilizer. Call today for a free 
estimate. Let us maintain your property, so you can 
enjoy it. Licensed and insured. 912.656.8472

Treemaster, Inc. • We offer these services for all of 
your tree needs: trimming, pruning, and removal. We 
also offer stump grinding. We’re bonded and insured.  
24-hour emergency service.  We accept all major 
credit cards except Discover. We are the sister com-
pany of Grassmaster, owned by Landings residents, 
Mike and Diane Schuman. Call us at 912.598.0140.

One Way Landscape Services, Inc. • Since 1979. 
Year-round landscape care and maintenance. Mow-
ing, edging, string trimming, blowing, shrub trim-
ming, weed spraying, debris removal. Scheduled 
lawn and shrub fertilization and pest control. Walk 
behind mowers offered. Many Landings references. 
Also one-time shrub trimming jobs, reclaiming over-
grown property, brush clearing, small tree pruning 
and removal, and more. Commercial or residential. 
925.5625 or 658.3270.

LIFT CHAIRS 
Power reclining lift chairs available in all sizes, 
fabrics and features. Correct spinal alignment and 
improved circulation. Lifts you on your feet with a 
touch of a button. Sit & Sleep Mattress...1110 Eisen-
hower Dr., 912.355.2331. See our display ad.

MOVING & DELIVERY
Specialty Moving and Delivery • Residential and 
Commercial Relocation Specialists Local & Long 
Distance. Offering Household Moving & Rear-
ranging, Business Relocation & Inter-office Mov-
ing,  Pickup & Delivery Service, Installation & As-
sembly, Loading & Unloading, Packing & Crating, 
Shipping & Receiving, Warehousing & Storage and 
Packing Supplies. Specializing in Items that Require 
Special Care including: Fine Furniture & Pianos, Art 
& Antiques, Office Furniture & Systems, Business 
Machines & Electronics and Medical & Institutional 
Equipment. Serving the Landings for over 20 years. 

The Skinnie Classifieds listings are now online! Just visit www.theskinnie.com and click “Classifieds.”
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