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It’s April Fool’s Eve, as I write this. Our “normal” tradition at the 
magazine: This time of year we craft specious stories, with luck they 
are amusing…even funny…and pass them off as plausible, if not true. 
Some of you recognize the folly; some of you take the bait; some enjoy 
our work; some consider us annoying and demand we 
“cancel my (your) (free) subscription,” a request we 
attempt to honor but have no assurance that the 
postman will comply. 

Today, though, it’s hard to imagine a 
tall tale that is more absurd or outrageous 
than our current shared reality. Worldwide 
panic. Completely redefined social norms. 
Closure of entire macroeconomic sys-
tems. Widespread uncertainty. Gruesome 
headlines. Because of what?...an invisible 
self-replicating organism that may or may 
not have first found its public footing – 
somehow involving bats – in or near a mar-
ket more than 8,000 miles from here where 
people convene to purchase living things? April 
Fool’s material, indeed…except it’s real. 

I take my temperature at least five times a day, and I have been do-
ing so since March 1. Both of my kids are living at home (their child-
hood home) – refugees from New York City and Washington, D.C. 
Our laptops are our lifelines to what remains of the productive world. 
My parents are compelled to virtual exile and isolation. Eating-in ev-
ery night means someone has to clean, so the kitchen floor is often a 
mess. I’m considering repatriating one of my firearms to within the 

walls of my home. Some days, the supermarket is devoid of eggs.     

Have you laughed lately? Really laughed…out loud, from deep in 
your belly? I can’t remember if I have. Growing up with it as a historic 

abstraction, I have assumed the “Depression” in “Great 
Depression” refers specifically to the notion of a 

particularly severe, prolonged and deleterious 
economic decline. But the broader definition 

of the word is “feelings of extreme dejec-
tion and despondency.” With respect to 
the word’s etymology, which, then, is the 
chicken, and which is the egg? 

Right now – we’re in a tough spot. We 
lean on optimism but can’t turn away 
from hyperbolically grim news. I’m going 
to resolve to find a reason to laugh today. 

Or, at least, smile really wide. I hope you 
do the same. Maybe, something you find 

in these pages will help get you there. That 
would make us feel great. Stay strong and safe.
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By Betty McBricker

Growing up out West, Chip Shale yearned for living near the 
shore, so purchasing a home site at the Landings was a dream-
come-true for the retired neurosurgeon. However, that dream 

turned to a nightmare when workers at the Landings uncovered the 
fragmented remains of a tyrannosaurus rex on Shale’s property (the 
location is undisclosed to avoid site contamination by the curious).

Having lived in Utah, where a variety of dinosaur remains have 
been unearthed, the Shales immediately reached out to Professor Al. 
E. O’Ramus at the University of Provo. When the professor visited 
the Shales’ home site to examine the exposed bone fragment, he was 
immediately intrigued, calling in a team of paleontologists and archae-
ologists from universities and museums throughout the country.

Since then, Chip and his wife, Pearl, have been caught between a 
fossil and hard place. Construction of the Shales’ home at the Land-
ings has come to a halt, due to the delicate nature of scientific excava-

tion combined with limited Landings access. O’Ramus claims restrict-
ed access to a gated community stands in the way of scientific progress. 

Because the Shales purchased their homesite through an indepen-
dent real estate broker, Landings officials have very little to say regard-
ing the dispute. An employee of The Landings Association, speaking 
on the condition of anonymity, responded, saying “Our primary con-
cern continues to be the quality of life of our residents, and we believe 
it would be disruptive to permit an archaeological dig in our commu-
nity.” However, the Shales are quick to point out that if their house 
could be completed, they would be included among the Landings res-
idents – but administrative red tape has bound progress rather tightly.

O’ Ramus recognizes the importance of the find: “This is an ex-
traordinary opportunity to recover what may be the complete skeleton 
of a tyrannosaurus rex – something rarely found in coastal Georgia, 
and could provide remarkable insight to the migration patterns of 
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these creatures, but also the environment that existed here in prehis-
toric times.”

Shales, as well as his neighbors, feel otherwise, pointing out that in 
decades of scientific research, this single site represents a tiny fraction 
of new information. “That’s a lot of time, money and inconvenience 
to spend on something that’s been dead for millions of years,” says 
Dennis “Rocky” Flint, former boxer and one of the homeowners on 
Shales’ street.

The Shales rented a small house in Garden City after selling their 
home in an identically named community in Utah. It was intended to 
be a short-term rental while their Landings home was being built. In-
stead, they feel trapped while continuing to pay rent with construction 
halted and no foreseeable progress.  

While O’Ramus is sympathetic to the Shales’ predicament, he is 
quick to point out: “They called ME,” he says. “Not that any other 
paleontologist would have handled the matter much differently, but 
it would be naive of the Shales to think the remains would simply be 
dug up and hauled away in a matter of days.”

Consequently, the Shales have filed a lawsuit against O’Ramus. 
Since then, the professor has directed all inquiries to defensive attorney 
Nathan Thurm. “My client is a respected academic,” argues Thurm. 
“Why don’t you ask the Shales what they’ve accomplished? Perhaps 
they should do something more constructive in their free time. Have 
they thought about that, hmm?”

When reminded Chip Shale was was a retired neurosurgeon, 
Thurm quickly replied, “I know that! Why would you think I don’t 
know that?”

The excavation of dinosaur bones and other artifacts can be a slow, 
laborious process. As a result of the discovery of bones at the Shales’ 
homesite on Skidaway, construction has halted and the Shales are 
trapped between homes.
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Continuing to pay rent for their temporary residence and the mort-
gage on their Skidaway property, the Shales’ budget is stretched to 
its limit. Thurm suggests the Shales sell their property and purchase 
another available home site. 

“Sell? To whom?” asks Chip Shale. “How do you sell land that’s 
been seized in the name of scientific research? It’s completely unmar-
ketable.”

Looking at a lengthy legal battle, it is expected the excavation could 
be excessive as well. Chip Shales was told it could take as much as 
eight months to completely remove the remains. However, there are 
many variables to consider: How deep the bones may lie, how frag-
mented they may be, and if there could be remains from additional 
creatures that have yet to be uncovered. 

All the recovered pieces are being catalogued before removal to a 
lab off-site, where they are cleaned and packaged for preservation and 
eventual assembly. The final destination of the completed skeleton re-
mains to be decided. Officials at Skidaway Island State Park no doubt 
would love to display such a specimen, but efforts to reach them for 
comment were unsuccessful. 

Once archaeologists are satisfied they have all the pieces, the site 
will be restored as it was found. However, prior to the discovery of the 
first bone, utility lines had been completed, and a foundation was in 
the process of being laid. This has all been removed to accommodate 
the excavation, and no decision has yet been made to replace the work. 
The Shales believe it should be part of the excavation budget. Instead, 
they have been offered credit for their role in the skeleton’s discovery. 
Their names would appear in any forthcoming articles in scientific 
journals and museum displays. Generous though this is, it does not 
sit well with David Innes, the construction engineer on-site who first 
identified the fossil. “I found it,” he claims. “I am the guy who was 
able to discern a fossilized prehistoric reptile from an ordinary rock.”

With so many people claiming credit for the discovery – but not 
the responsibility – it’s clear the dispute will not be settled soon. And 
the Shales aren’t digging it.

S

The tyranosaurus rex lived approximatley 70 million years ago, in for-
ested river valleys in North America during the late Cretaceous period. 
A ferocious predator, it was commonly 40 feet long and about 15 to 20 
feet tall.
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Imagine an idyllic isle where flora and fauna abound. Tucked away 
in coastal splendor, warm sea breezes bend her branches and caress 
her shores. Feathered and furred creatures frolic freely – nothing to 

disturb them from doing what animals normally do. 

Then, along comes progress. Man and machine raze the earth for 
houses, condos, golf courses. The animals are not pleased. Scared 
even. Many relocate. But some stay and get used to their human co-
habitants. Man’s innate desire to hunt and gather is also quelled in 
a place like this. He sees the animals as curiosities. And the animals 
begin to let down their guards.

  
Such is Skidaway Island, according to self-proclaimed naturalist 

Buck Clawhorn. “There’s nothing circular about the circle of life out 
here,” Clawhorn exclaims. “The predator/prey relationship simply 
doesn’t exist. The balance of nature is all out of whack!”

Buck believes wholeheartedly that undeniable damage is being 
done to the ecosystem – dogs and cats living together type of stuff. 
“When you have raccoons eating out of folks’ hands, people raising 
squirrels as pets, herds of deer staring down your tee shot like they’re 
in a golf gallery; something is seriously screwed up,” Clawhorn con-
tinues.

Indeed, most of the residents and visitors on Skidaway would have 
a hard time taking exception to Clawhorn’s claims. Residents regularly 

Where the Wild Things

  Aren’t...
Where the Wild Things

  Aren’t...
By Chuck Hebdo
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Wild pigs, seldom seen on Skidaway Island, may become even more 
rare if naturalist Buck Clawhorn gathers enough support for his plans.

put cages and fences around ornamental plantings to keep deer from 
eating them. The deer seem all too eager to approach your front door 
to dine on your daylilies. I recall a story from a few years ago about 
a couple who were merely amused that a decent-sized alligator was 
camped out on their front porch, preventing them from making their 
tee time. How quaint?

 
Most residents have come to accept and, dare we say, appreciate 

the “inconvenience” of not-so-wildlife in their midst. After all, who 
doesn’t enjoy getting up close and personal with animals that are not 
naturally inclined to want to get up close and personal? 

And that’s precisely Buck Clawhorn’s point. 

Clawhorn grew up in rural South Georgia – his playground the 
murky backwaters of the Okefenokee Swamp. “Out there in the 
swamp, it’s survival of the fittest,” he says. “The deer are naturally 
more skittish and definitely afraid of humans. You rarely see most an-
imals out during the daytime. Animals act the way they are supposed 
to; not like out here on Skidaway.” 

“I have a plan to try and get things back to a little more natu-
ral sense of balance out here (on Skidaway),” Clawhorn continues. 
“First of all, we need more hunting. Period. And not these hush-hush 
low impact humane ‘relocation’ programs or taking a handful of deer 
with a bow every once in a while. I mean ‘open season’ on deer, hogs, 
turkey, coyotes – all within state regulations of course. I know we 
can’t have the fairways full of camo’ed rednecks with rifles, but why 
shouldn’t an ethical hunter be able to take his or her limit with a bow? 
Or maybe even rifles, shotguns and pistols in some parts of the island? 
We’re getting overrun out here!”

Buck also envisions a program of mock live-fire exercises and dum-
my “hunters” posted year-round. “We could have a PA (public ad-
dress) system,” he explains. “At certain times, it would play the sound 
of gun shots. Keep these animals on their toes. Or hooves, or whatev-
er. And decoys. We use those to attract ducks, right? But I’m thinking 
decoy hunters posted up around residential areas to keep the wildlife 
in the woods…where they belong.”

 
Clawhorn continues, “And we need more Covenants. We need 

strict rules governing how people deal with wildlife out here. People 
shouldn’t be trying to feed foxes out of their hands and keeping rac-
coons as pets. Folks should get fined if they are caught messing with 
the natural order of things.”

If they weren’t already gone by now; I think you just lost them, 
Buck.

While it might be undeniable that our little piece of paradise will 
never give way to being a strict wildlife preserve, man and beast seem 
to get along pretty well. There will never be open hunts on Skidaway. 
Or bullhorns blasting the sound of gunshots. Or will there? Maybe 
Buck Clawhorn is onto something. 

Time will tell. 

S
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Does COVID-19 have you stressed 
out? You aren’t alone. Schools are 
out; businesses are closing – and 

there’s still so much we don’t know about 
the respiratory virus that has caused a glob-
al pandemic. When you read, hear or watch 
news about COVID-19, it’s normal to feel 
anxious and show signs of stress. You may see 
an increase or decrease in your energy, have 
trouble sleeping or experience headaches and 
other body pains. These signs of stress are 
normal, but it’s important to pay attention 
to your stress levels, and those of your loved 
ones. 

If someone shows signs of stress for sev-
eral days or weeks, 
you may want to 
seek help. You can 
even do so while 
social distancing. 
The Substance 
Abuse and Mental 
Health Services 
Adminis t ra t ion 
has a helpline at 
1.800.662.HELP. 
You can also visit 
its website at sam-
hsa.gov/find-help/
national-helpline.

Sr. Pat Kennedy is the Palliative Care Li-
aison and Chaplain for St. Joseph’s/Candler. 
She often counsels people on dealing with 
stress and anxiety. She offers what works for 
her: “When I feel that anxiety building, I fall 
back on music. I’ll listen to Josh Groban or 
Yo-Yo Ma, and I turn the news off. I think 
we need to be informed, we need to follow 
the directions of the CDC, but then we need 
to take breaks from that. If you are in your 
home, look out on the beauty of nature or 
talk to one another – anything that will help 
alleviate that stress.”

Kennedy continues, “It’s okay to say, ‘I’m 
feeling anxious. Can we just talk?’ Reach out 
for the help you need. It’s a very heightened, 
anxious time for everybody. You pray that 
God’s mercy and love is poured forth upon 
all of us and it brings forth healing.”
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The 18th annual Candler Clays Char-
ity Shoot and Auction once again 
bested last year’s record, raising 

$195,828 for St. Joseph’s/Candler Founda-
tions’ Advancements in Cancer Care in Sa-
vannah, Bluffton, Hilton Head Island and 
surrounding regions. The event has raised 
$1.5 million since its inception, benefiting 
the Nancy N. and J.C. Lewis Cancer and Re-
search Pavilion at St. Joseph’s/Candler.

“Across the country, a ringing bell signifies 
a meaningful milestone in a patient’s cancer 
treatment – it means one of our patients has 
reached a milestone in his or her treatment 
such as surgery, radiation and chemotherapy, 
or the long-awaited end of treatment,” said 
Patrick Hinchey, co-chair of this year’s Can-
dler Clays with Thomas Odom.

Hinchey referenced the importance of 
ringing the bell at the Lewis Cancer and Re-
search Pavilion during his comments at the 
live auction event. He then invited those in 
attendance to ring their own bells to reach 
milestones to advance cancer care in this 
community.

Shooters and guests came from all over the 
region, as well as South Carolina and Lou-
isiana to participate. J.E. Dunn Construc-
tion was this year’s presenting sponsor, and 
Mingledorff Family Trust was the platinum 
sponsor.

“The overwhelming revenue this year is 
attributed to the long standing support of the 
sponsors, as well as the ‘sharp shooter focus’ 

Live smart

of the Candler Clays Committee, co-chaired 
by Patrick Hinchey and Thomas Odom,” 
says Vernice Rackett, executive director of St. 
Joseph’s/Candler Foundations. “The com-
mittee worked creatively to secure avenues for 
increased donations. The St. Joseph’s/Candler 
family also wants to express gratitude to Cin-
dy Murphy for her tenured involvement with 
the hospital and Foundations. All these ele-
ments produced an over-the-top year.”

Candler Clays is an annual two-day event 
combining a charity auction of items donated 
by local merchants and a clay shooting com-
petition at the Forest City Gun Club. This 
year, 292 shooters on 73 teams competed.

Silver sponsors were Atlanta Consulting 
Group, Batson Associates, Inc., and Regions 
Bank. Critz Auto Group served as the live 
auction sponsor. Reception sponsors were Al-
bee Contracting and Hutson Plumbing.

Each year the event honors a survivor or 
memorializes someone who died of cancer.

A dedicated volunteer, a passionate advo-
cate for women’s health and an ardent sup-
porter of faith-based, not-for-profit health-
care, Cindy Murphy has been a long-time 
champion of access to high-quality, high-
tech, compassionate care in our community. 
She has been connected to St. Joseph’s/Can-
dler since 1977 when she began her career as 

More than $195,000
will go to the Nancy N.
and J.C. Lewis Cancer
and Research Pavilion 
at St. Joseph’s/Candler

Coping With Stress 
During an Infectious 

Outbreak

Left to Right: Patrick Hinchey, Vernice Rackett, Paul P. Hinchey, and Cindy Murphy

Candler Clays Event Raises Record Amount 

a social worker at Candler Hospital. In the 
late 1990s, she became actively involved 
in “Women on the Go,” an event that 
ultimately evolved into the SmartWomen 
Luncheon and Expo. As a charter mem-
ber of the group that launched this highly 
successful annual fundraiser, Murphy has 
remained actively involved, working tire-
lessly to help thousands of women in our 
community facing health challenges. She 
joined the St. Joseph’s/Candler Founda-
tions Board in 1998, and currently serves 
as Chair of the Foundations. She also 
serves on the St. Joseph’s/Candler Board of 
Trustees.

Murphy gained a new understanding 
and appreciation for those facing health 
challenges when she received her own 
breast cancer diagnosis in 2018. With the 
support of her husband, Walter, her three 
daughters and five grandchildren, she faced 
her cancer diagnosis with the same deter-
mination, grace and dignity that she has 
utilized through the years to raise funds 
and awareness to tackle the life-threaten-
ing disease.

Murphy has successfully come through 
treatment with a reaffirmed determination 
to help others, along with a new appreci-
ation of the numerous staff members and 
clinical professionals at St. Joseph’s/Can-
dler and the Lewis Cancer and Research 
Pavilion who made her cancer journey a 
successful one.

Additionally, St. Joseph’s/Candler 
would like to thank and recognize the 
2020 Candler Clays Committee, includ-
ing committee co-chair Patrick Hinchey, 
committee co-chair Thomas Odom, Anne 
Bone, Michael Bone, Ashley DuBois, Ed 
Hissam, Ellie McKenzie, Henry Minis, 
Kacey Ray, Dennis Reed, Heather Smith 
and Jeremy Summerell.

The St. Joseph’s/Candler Foundations 
support vital clinical programs, assist in 
the purchase of cutting-edge medical tech-
nology, and enhance outreach programs 
designed to keep people in our commu-
nity healthy. This important educational 
component helps our community be more 
proactive about their health and disease 
management.

The Foundations current initiative, 
Advancing Excellence: Touching Lives, in-
cludes projects to enhance the patient ex-
perience by supporting the following areas 
of St. Joseph’s/Candler:
• Advancements at St. Joseph’s Hospital,
   including emergency department expan-
   sion and The Heart Hospital
• Advancements in Cancer Care at the
   Nancy N. and J. C. Lewis Cancer and
   Research Pavilion
• Enhancements at the Mary Telfair
   Women’s Hospital

To learn more or to make a donation, visit 
sjchs.org/foundations. 

Sister Pat Kennedy, RSM

Left to Right: Dennis Reed, Kacey Ray, Katie Rudder, Gretchen Pearce, Adeline Taylor, Patrick 
Hinchey, Vernice Rackett, Thomas Odom, Ed Hissam, and Ashley DuBois

Prizes were presented to the top male and female shooter as well as to first and second 
place teams and Lewis Class B and C.  The winners were as follows:
Teams
• 1st Place – Critz Auto Group
• 2nd Place – Servpro of Savannah
• Lewis Class B – Chatham Engineering
• Lewis Class C – Einar Trosdal Team

Individuals
• Top Gun Male – Chat Gilmore
• Top Gun Female – Janet Nickens
• Top Gun Youth Male – Jim Reynolds
   Morrison
• Top Gun Youth Female – Ella Whitley
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I first met sax player Aaron “Skids” Moran 
under the worst of circumstances – in the 
Elgin, Illinois, drunk tank, in 1974. We’d 

been detained (separately) for public intoxi-
cation. While I was arrested on the streets of 
Elgin’s lesser commercial district for having 
one drink (okay, several) too many, Moran’s 

charges had the 
added charm of 
public indecency. 
The Herculean 
Arms Hotel did 
not take kindly to 
a guest lounging 
about its common 
areas dressed in a 
toga made of bed 
linens. When one 
of Elgin’s Finest 
questioned the 
musician, Mo-
ran responded 

by removing the wrap entirely and dashing 
through the lobby, very much like the folk 
hero of the then-popular Ray Stevens song. 
A squad of officers was eventually required to 
coral him. 

As musicians, it was our first encounter 
with one another, though I had known of 
Moran’s reputation among the brotherhood 
of jazz. I thought the stories to be urban leg-
ends, and that Moran had played his final gig 
years before, only to discover both were very 
much alive.

Aaron “Skids” Moran was born on 
Skidaway Island, Georgia, in 1930, long be-
fore the Landings was established. Some say 

he was born in Pinpoint, but 
according to Skids himself, it 
was an unrecorded birth due 
to his birth father’s prison 
background. While serving 
time for his role in a confi-
dence scheme, Skids’ father 
managed to walk away from 
a South Georgia chain gang. 
After fathering Skids, the es-
capee felt the hand of John Law 
on his shoulder, inviting him for 
an extended vacation at state expense. 
Extended, indeed; he was never heard from 
again.

With no husband, Skids’ impoverished 
mother was desperate to wed. Thus, he was 
adopted and given the name of his mother’s 
husband, a guitar player, though not by pro-
fession. The elder Moran played as much for 
himself as for others, at church gatherings 
and local parties. Music became the mortar 
that bound the family together.

Young Aaron was enthralled, learning to 
play a six-string, and later the piano. Music 
became his greatest passion, combining his 
step-dad’s teachings with the gift of gab he in-
herited from his birth father. In high school, 
his winning charm got him in trouble with 
one of his classmates. They married, but wed-
ded bliss was tainted by too many late nights 
and not enough honest days. The marriage 
hit the skids (hence the nickname), ending 
in 1949.

 
Shortly after, opportunity knocked, dis-

guised as the Grim Reaper. While working in 

at a local hotel, Skids learned a musician with 
a touring orchestra had suffered a fatal coro-
nary, allegedly in the company of a woman 
of negotiable affections. Skids immediately 
introduced himself to bandleader Aloysius 
“Honey” Combs, a one-time barber who 
parlayed his barbershop quartet into vaude-
ville gold. 

Skids was unable to convince Combs he 
had the musical chops to fill the vacancy left 
by the orchestra’s recently departed saxophon-
ist. Combs and Company departed Savannah 
for the sunny shores of Florida. Undeterred, 
Skids purchased a pawn shop saxophone 
and dedicated his considerable music tal-
ents to mastering it – much to the dismay 
of family and neighbors. Four months later, 
when Honey Combs and his orchestra passed 
through Savannah on their return north, 
Skids wrangled an impromptu audition and 
won his place under Combs’ baton. Skids left 
home and hearth (and wife and child) behind 
without a backward glance.

...And All
ThAT JAzz!

The Legacy of SkidS Moran

By JiMMy “The coMMiSh” gordon

Aaron ‘Skids’ Moran

While on tour with Honey Combs, Skids 
milked the bandleader and his fellow musi-
cians for whatever additional education he 
could, taking advantage of the hand-me-
down teachings of Duke Ellington and Benny 
Goodman. Regretfully, it was while on tour 
that Skids was exposed to the more addictive 
aspects of professional musicians. For the 
sake of the band, his fellow musicians helped 
him keep his drug and alcohol abuse in check 
while making their way north to Manhattan 
for an extended television engagement.

The band served as house orchestra for 
variety shows such as “Skip Bittman’s Bits o’ 
Funny,” and later “The King Kasier Comedy 
Cavalcade.” However, none of the programs 
lasted beyond its initial broadcast commit-
ment. For the next several years, Skids’ con-
tinuing addictions held him back, while more 
reliable musicians graduated to national pro-
grams hosted by Milton Berle or Spike Jones.

It wasn’t long before ego and drug-fueled 
dissatisfaction with Honey Combs led to a 
parting of the ways, the true circumstances 
obscured by accusations from both parties. 
Upon Skids’ departure, Combs was heard to 
say, “He’ll have no trouble talking his way 

into any job he wants in this town.” 

Skids’ career as an independent musician 
showed promise at first, but his addictions 
fueled his self-destruction, with stories of 
confused performance dates, or playing a 
song while his band mates played another. 
But no sooner did he lose one job than he 
charmed his way into something more prom-
ising. With increasing unreliability, booking 
agents came to joke any percentage from his 
solo career was so low as to not be worth their 
time or attention. 

In 1961, a humble (i.e., desperate) Skids 
Moran checked himself into the Methot-
Mayo Hospital for Recovery, to hopefully kick 
his addiction to booze and drugs. While dry-
ing out, he made the acquaintance of Frankie 
Mars, lead singer of The Satellites. They col-
laborated on a number of original horn ar-
rangements, which Mars hoped to integrate 
into The Satellites’ next album. However, 
Shrevie Records found the idea of a musician 
of color joining a group of mid-American 
boys unmarketable, and ordered the sax por-
tions removed from the final mix.

Mars managed to compensate Skids by 
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In 1970, Savannah native Nathaniel How-
ard, Jr., was a 19-year-old freshman at Sa-
vannah State. Halfway around the world 

in Southeast Asia, U.S. military forces were 
heavily involved in a raging civil war in Viet-
nam. 

Despite an academic deferment, Howard 
enlisted in the Army. “I signed up mainly 
to go along with some of my friends, many 
of whom were being drafted into the Army 
because they had no deferments,” Howard 
explains.

 
But, in addition to his spirit of camarade-

rie with respect to his friends, Howard’s mo-
tivation was also laced with legacy. Military 
service is in his bloodline. Howard’s father 
was a career soldier who served in combat in 
World War II, Korea and Vietnam. His three 
uncles – two in the Army, one in the Navy – 
also saw action during World War II. His four 
older brothers served in the four main mili-
tary branches, respectively – Army, Air Force, 
Navy and Marines. Nathaniel, the “baby” 
of the family, became the ninth Howard to 
continue the family commitment to service 
in uniform.

After completing basic training and ad-
vanced infantry training at Fort Jackson, 
South Carolina, Howard volunteered for 
Airborne duty and went to Fort Benning, 
Georgia, for it. Although he would prove to 
be a multi-talented soldier during his 20-year 
career, Howard was primarily a paratrooper, 
rising to the master-parachutist classification. 

After completing jump school, the private, 
first class, had four weeks of leave time in 
Savannah before reporting to Alpha Compa-
ny, 4th Battalion, 503rd Airborne Infantry, 
173rd Airborne Brigade, in the central high-
lands of South Vietnam. For almost a year, 
the unit patrolled the bush and rice patties 
of South Vietnam on search-and-destroy mis-
sions, seeking to engage the elusive enemy. 

“Sometimes we did it alone and sometimes 
we did it in partnership with U.S. Army 
Ranger units,” Howard says of the perilous 
action. “We were frequently ambushed by an 
enemy who almost always employed a hit-
and-run strategy.” 

Howard’s company was one of the lead 
operational units involved in a heavy com-
bat sweep ordered by Gen. William West-
moreland, commander of U.S. forces in 
Vietnam at the time. For his unflinch-
ing performance, steady hand and get-
it-done attitude, Howard was awarded 
the Vietnam Cross of Gallantry (with 
Palm) upon the completion of his de-
ployment. He returned stateside just 
before Christmas, 1971.

Over the next 11 years, Howard as-
cended the Airborne instructional lead-
ership ranks at Fort Campbell, Ken-
tucky, and Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 
Two temporary assignments during this 
time included deployment to Egypt as 
part of a reconnaissance peacekeeping 
force, and Germany in case the Soviets 
launched an invasion across their bor-
der into Western Europe. At the time, 
conflict between the U.S. the U.S.S.R 
would have almost certainly been lim-
ited to conventional warfare, hence 
the need for Airborne infantry in the 
region. “We knew we would be out-
manned and outgunned against Russian ar-
mor, but we were expected to hold and delay 
as best we could,” Howard recalls.

 
In 1982, after his tour in Germany, How-

ard spent most of his remaining career in his 
home country, while there were occasional 
overseas postings. He graduated from the 
jungle warfare training course, known as 
Green Hell, at Fort Sherman, Panama, and 
was designated a jungle warfare expert.

 
As an instructor for new groups of eager 

young paratroopers perfecting their special-
ty, Howard advanced from team leader to 
platoon sergeant. His calm, professional de-
meanor before exiting jump planes set the 
perfect example for his young paratroop-
ers, especially those sweating out their first 
jumps. With an amazing 425 jumps to his 
credit, Howard jokes he was more comfort-
able falling towards earth under a canvas 
canopy than he was doing almost anything 
else. Amazingly, Howard never had a single 
occasion during which it was necessary to ac-
tivate his reserve chute. The seasoned jumper, 

He Served •  By  Ron Laure t t i

NATHANIEL P. HOWARD, JR.
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participating in a remarkable act of legerde-
main. Posing as a janitor, Skids  gained en-
try to Shrevie’s studios after hours, where he 
and Mars recorded a number of jazz tracks 
based on their compositions and smuggled 
the tapes out of the studio. 

Together, they formed their own label, 
Red Planet Records, to market the Satellite 
recordings. At the dawn of the Civil Rights 
Era, Mars was the face of the of company, 
until his relapse and his substance abuse 
problems led to mismanagement. When he 
re-entered rehab, he turned the company 
and its only assets – the Satellite recordings 
– over to Skids. 

For the next decade, Skids continued to work wherever and when-
ever he could – sometimes as a musician, mostly not. A mixed resumé 
of session recordings, commercial jingles, and occasional music lessons 
helped keep Skids off the streets.

In 1974, while clerking at Ray’s Music Exchange in Chicago, Skids 
was recruited to join the Quincy College Quartet. Front man Rupert 
Quincy (no relation) decided to add a saxophonist for their Midwest-
ern tour. According to Skids, the gig ended when Rupert reneged on 
multiple promises to make him a permanent member of the band. 

Abandoned and frustrated, the horn player tossed aside sobriety 
and wrapped himself in a bed sheet, leading to our meeting in the El-
gin, Illinois, hoosegow. Hearing his tale of woe, I was able to connect 
him with Ian Faith, a sometimes agent based in England. He man-
aged to book Skids into a jazz festival at the Isle of Lucy, building in-
terest in his Satellite recordings and their eventual release, a record 
album entitled “Pinpoint Accuracy.” 

Sadly, Skids would not live to 
see the release of his first and only 
album. During a photo shoot for 
the album cover in Georgia, he 
was charmed by a sunset over the 
marsh near his family home. His 
teenage nephew watched him 
carry his horn out into the tall 
grass, and a few moments later, 
the opening bars of Moon River 
came wafting over the wetlands. 
When the performance ended abruptly in a series of sour 
notes, the youngster rushed to where he’d last seen Skids. Only his 
horn was found – and the tracks of a sizable alligator in the muddy 
ground near the water.

“Pinpoint Accuracy” remains a jazz collectible. Original pressings 
are closely guarded by collectors, and consequently have never been 
converted to digital format.

Jimmy Gordon is a former music store clerk, former roadie, former 
touring musician, former booking agent, and former music teacher. He is 
currently a professional blogger on all things music. Follow him at #goog-
lesearchmusicalfailure.

S

Eddie Mars
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In 1991, the air assault/master parachutist 

retired with the rank of sergeant first class. 
However, he was not completely finished 
with military service. Soon after his discharge 
he was commissioned a first lieutenant in the 
South Carolina State Guard. The SCSG is 
a reserve militia that can be called to active 
duty if the regular National Guard is activat-
ed and temporarily needs to be replaced for a 
period of time.

In 1993, Howard signed on with the 
Army/Air Force Exchange Service (AAFES), 
which supplies merchandise for the many 
Army and Air Force post exchanges (PXs) 
worldwide. For the next 13 years, he was a 
maintenance mechanic for the large mech-
anized AAFES warehouse in Atlanta, and 
spent nine months at the PX in Kuwait 
during Operation Iraqi Freedom. Anxious 
and willing to serve, he later volunteered as 
a driver for truck convoys supporting the 
troops.

Since leaving AAFES in 2007, Howard remains actively involved 
in both the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. He 
regularly attends gatherings at American Legion Post 184 in Thun-
derbolt, and the monthly meetings of the Chatham County Veterans 
Association. With all his award certificates – kept in a folder several 
inches think – he is much admired for his patriotism and service...and 
for being in one piece after 425 parachute jumps.

a man of God, believes that he had a very 
attentive guardian angel.

Despite the perfect record for Howard’s 
main chutes, some jumps were more “inter-
esting” than others. “My main chute always 
opened, but it did not always enable me 
to land where and how I wanted to come 
down,” he says, grinning. 

For example, there was a time in Pana-
ma: “It was one of the few times when my 
chute seemed to have a mind of its own.” A 
nighttime jump, visibility was zero, and the 
trees bordering the tight landing zone were 
unusually tall. “Before I knew it, my chute 
got hung up in a big tree and it took a lot of 
twisting and turning for me to get down to 
Mother Earth. As a master parachutist and 
an Airborne leader, it was not my finest mo-
ment.” 

Howard became so proficient as a para-
trooper that he often demonstrated jumping 
with an M60 machine gun fastened to his leg. There was little room 
for all the conventional gear normally attached to him – instead, most 
of it was stowed in a sack dangling at the end of a 15-foot cord. On 
such a jump, there was no margin for error to make a smooth landing 
without damage to man, gun or gear. With great skill, Howard typi-
cally managed the challenge easily. 

On the ground, Howard was usually seen wearing a special black 
baseball cap, reserved for jumpmasters qualified to train the world’s 
best parachutists.
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S

Nathanial Howard Jr served 20 years in uni-
form, retiring as sergeant first class.
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Complete Island Hopping listings are now online! Just visit www.theskinnie.com and click “Read.”

912.355.1238 or MStarArts@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Help divert plastic bags from land-
fills and waterways while providing comfort to the 
homeless. Completed mats will be on display the 
first week in February at the JEA Art Gallery.

EN GARDE
WHAT: Savannah Fencing Club
WHEN:  Monday and Wednesdays, 6 to 9 p.m.
WHERE:  Susie King Taylor Charter School 
Gym (formerly Sacred Heart), 1709 Bull St.
CONTACT:  Patricia Wilkens, 843.816.0756
WHAT ELSE: Beginners and experienced fencers 
welcome. We are a USFA member club.

BREAKFAST CLUB
WHAT: Kiwanis Club of Skidaway 
WHEN: Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m.
WHERE: Plantation Club
HOW MUCH: Free to attend; Breakfast - $13, 
Coffee only - $2.50
CONTACT: Michael Klavon, 912.306.0474 for 
gate pass 
WHAT ELSE: Membership is open to Savannah/
Chatham area residents. 
Visit www.kiwanisofskdaway.com for more 
information. 

BODY AND SOUL
WHAT: Skidaway Island United Methodist 
Church (SIUMC) Exercise Classes
WHEN: Mondays, Wednesday and Fridays, times 
are below
CONTACT: For more information or to register 
for January session, visit siumc.org/exercise or call 
912.598.8460
WHAT ELSE: Mat Pilates from 9:15-10:15 a.m.; 
and Sit-Fit from 10:15-11:15 a.m. Classes are led 
by Elena Bennett, an ACSM-certified exercise 
instructor. SIUMC has added Friday classes to its 
offerings for church- and non-church members 
alike. 

STUCK IN BETWEEN
WHAT: Middle Aged Tweens of Skidaway 
(MATS). 
WHERE: Usually in private homes.
CONTACT:  matskidaway@gmail.com or 
call Ann Nash at 203.856.8927, or visit www.
matskidaway.com
WHAT ELSE: MATS was formed to create 
social activities for people in their ‘tween years. 
There are monthly socials, book club groups, 
business group, Ladies Night Out, Men’s Poker 
Night and more! Many of us are empty nesters or 
semi-empty nesters. We may find ourselves in the 
later stages of our careers, working part-time or 
navigating issues of early retirement. Some of us 
are still responsible for raising children.

CAUSEWAY CLEAN-UP
WHAT: “Shine Bright like a Diamond (Cause-
way),” litter pickup along Diamond Causeway
WHEN: 1 or 2 times per month, as trash amount 
deems necessary  
WHERE: Meet in the parking lot of Butterbean 
Beach
CONTACT: Courtney Fowler, causewaycleanup@
gmail.com or 912.313.6040
WHAT ELSE: Please bring work gloves and a 
safety vest if you have one; a trash-picker works 
wonders as well.  We will provide trash bags. 
Water is recommended to avoid dehydration.

SAFE AND SOUND
WHAT: Women’s support group for people going 
through or having experienced domestic or family 
violence
WHEN:  Third Wednesday of every month, 12 
noon - 1 p.m
WHERE:  SAFE Shelter Center for Domestic 
Violence Services Outreach, 7373 Hodgson 
Memorial Dr.
CONTACT:  Outreach office, 912.651.0004
WHAT ELSE:  SAFE Shelter’s mission is to 
prevent domestic violence, protect victims and 
promote change in lives, families and our commu-
nity. This is an opportunity to meet with women 
experiencing similar challenges. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

HORSE SENSE
WHAT: Pegasus Riding Academy volunteers 
needed
WHERE: Old Roberds Dairy, 2500 Tennessee 
Ave., Savannah
CONTACT: For information and directions, visit 
www.prasav.org or call 912.547.6482
WHAT ELSE: Pegasus Riding Academy is a 
therapeutic riding program providing safe, pro-
fessional and ethical equine-assisted activities for 
individuals with physical, mental and emotional 
disabilities. Volunteers are needed to assist these 
special children. Horse experience not necessary.

IT’S AN HONOR
WHAT:  Honor Flight Savannah seeks war veter-
ans and volunteers
CONTACT: honorflightsavannah.org or 
912.367.9020
WHAT ELSE: Honor Flight Savannah is offering 
WW II, Korea and Vietnam War era veterans liv-
ing in southeast Georgia and southeastern South 
Carolina an all-expense paid trip to Washington, 
D.C., to visit their war memorials. Funding for 
trips is dependent on contributions from commu-
nity citizens and businesses.

MEETING OF THE MINDS
WHAT: Stroke Survivors
WHEN: Third Thursday of every month, 4 to 5 

p.m.
WHERE: Messiah Lutheran Church, 1 West 
Ridge Rd.
HOW MUCH: Free
CONTACT: Shirley Nack, 598.7047
WHAT ELSE: Share your experiences with stroke 
survivors. At our meetings we listen and learn 
what other survivors have accomplished in order 
to return to an active lifestyle.

WE HAVE A WIENER
WHAT: Landings Longdogs Get-togethers
WHEN: 4th Tuesday of each month, 4 p.m.
WHERE: Landings Harbor Marina
HOW MUCH: No charge
CONTACT: Linda Rich, lindarich912@bell-
south.net
WHAT ELSE: A fun play date for you and your 
dachshund(s). Meet other owners and their special 
friends.

COMMUNITY 
COMMENDATION

WHAT: Landlovers Community Service Merit 
Award
WHERE: Go to www.landingslandlovers.com 
under “Philanthropy” then “Awards” for an appli-
cation and details.
CONTACT: Maryce Cunningham at 335.1717, 
marycejcunningham@yahoo.com
WHAT ELSE: This award recognizes outstanding 
volunteer work and contributions made by high 
school seniors who are planning to further their 
education in the fall of 2018.

KIDS’ STUFF
WHAT: Landlovers Grandkids Equipment
CONTACT: Cathy Lynn, 598.0745 or cobrien-
lynn@yahoo.com; Click: Grandkids’ Equipment 
List June 25, 2019
WHAT ELSE: Landlovers members have cribs, 
highchairs, toys, car seats, etc., they are willing 
to lend. If you are in need of supplies, click to 
see the list. Important: To keep our list current, 
please let Cathy know of any additions, deletions 
or changes.

HOUSE WARMING
WHAT: Landlovers community service: Skidaway 
Servers
WHEN: Fridays at 6 p.m.
WHERE: Ronald McDonald House
CONTACT: Suzanne Thomas at skssthomas@aol.
com to volunteer or for any additional informa-
tion.
WHAT ELSE: Skidaway Servers provide a meal 
for up to 30 people staying at Ronald McDon-
ald House every Friday. Usually three couples 
share responsibilities and often go out to dinner 
afterwards. 

WHO NEW?
WHAT: New Neighbors 
WHEN: Visit www.landingsnewneighbors.com 
to see our calendar  
CONTACT: Visit our website or contact Milli at 
nnnewmember@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE:  The club offers more than 250 
different activities from biking, golf, pickleball, 
walking groups or fishing to Mahjong, Bridge, 
Needle-arts and Canasta. We have exciting mili-
tary tours and special events for you to enjoy right 
here on Skidaway Island.

GOTTA LOVE IT
WHAT: Landlovers membership now open to all 
island residents
HOW MUCH:  Each $30 membership fee covers 
one household of one or two adults 
CONTACT: Cec Calcaterra, Landloversmember-
ship@gmail.com or 803.309.5883
WHAT ELSE: Landings Landlovers is a philan-
thropic and social organization now open to all 
island residents. More information and details 
can be found at www.landingslandlover.com. Our 
membership year runs from Sep. 1, 2019 through 
Aug. 31, 2020. 

CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME
WHAT: Landlovers Foundation Grants
WHEN: Accepting applications until April 6
CONTACT: Bonnie Kelly, 1 Caisson Crossing
HOW MUCH: Free application
WHAT ELSE: Landlovers provides philanthropic 
support for nonprofit groups and service orga-
nizations that provide cultural and educational 
programs for residents of Skidaway Island. Appli-
cation forms can be found on landingslandlovers.
com under the heading “philanthropy.”

HISTORY LESSON
WHAT: “We Remember” exhibit to remember 
the Holocaust
WHEN:  Opens Thursday, April 2
WHERE: Jewish Educational Alliance, 5111 
Abercorn St.
HOW MUCH: Free
CONTACT: Jamie Richman, jamie@savj.org, 
912.355.8111
WHAT ELSE: A new exhibition, curated by 
Marlene Seidman-Robinowich, of photographs 
by Savannah delegates to the 2019 International 
March of the Living, with writing and art from 
local high school and middle school students, and 
butterflies decorated by the community.

RAISE A RACQUET
WHAT: Special Pops Tennis and Beyond 
WHEN:  Saturday, April 4,  at 1:30 p.m.
WHERE:  Franklin Creek Sports Complex
CONTACT:  404.395.8691 or visit Specialpop-
stennis-savannah.com
WHAT ELSE:  Enriching the lives and well being 
of athletes with different abilities, this program fo-
cuses on tennis and pickleball instruction, health/
nutrition, and socialization.

TEE TIME
WHAT: Skidaway Audubon FUNdraiser golf 
tournament
WHEN: Monday, May 11
WHERE:  Plantation and Palmetto, The Land-
ings Club
HOW MUCH:  $145 all-inclusive entry fee
CONTACT:  friendsofskidawayaudubon@gmail.
com or visit skidawayaudubon.org
WHAT ELSE:  Benefits critical wildlife initiatives 
on Skidaway Island, including a new project 
to bring the monarch butterfly back from the 
brink of extinction. The event features wildlife 
themed chip-and-putt challenges with prizes, lots 
of mulligans, 20 great prizes to be raffled, plus a 
hole-in-one grand prize of $10,000.

CERVUS WITH A PURPOSE
WHAT: Bingo at the Elks Lodge
WHEN: Sundays at 7 p.m. and Wednesdays at 
7:30 p.m.
WHERE: 183 Wilshire Blvd
WHAT ELSE: $1,500 in prizes. All proceeds 
benefit Elks charities.

HOCUS POCUS!
WHAT: Landings Magic Society
WHEN: 7 p.m., second Thursday of the month, 
Oct. through May
WHERE: Plantation Club card room
CONTACT: Jim Ruhl, 912.856.3948, jsruhl@
gmail.com or Bill Sickels, 912.598.9123 or 
whsickels@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Anyone with an interest in magic 
is welcome. Every meeting is instructional, enter-
taining and enlightening.

WELCOME MAT
WHAT: Learn to create sleeping mats for the 
homeless from discarded plastic bags
WHEN: Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. – 12 noon at 
Oakridge Club; Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. – 12 noon 
at JEA 
CONTACT: Please RSVP to Carol Greenberg at 

Please email content to mail@theskinnie.com. 
Deadline is the Friday prior to publication. 

island h  p  i  go  p n

In accordance with 
White House guidelines 
for nationwide behavior 
patterns through the end 
of April, we have omit-
ted entries that promote 
gatherings before May 1. 

To those of you who 
submitted such entries, 
we look forward to help-
ing you promote your 
rescheduled events. 

To all of our readers, 
advertisers, families and 
friends: We wish you 
safety and health, and 
a speedy return to 
normalcy. 
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AIR CONDITIONING  
SERVICE/REPAIR 

Impact Air, LLC • We service/repair all brands of Air 
Conditioning & Heating equipment.  Services range 
from duct repairs to replacement of an entire HVAC 
system. With over 20 years of experience, you are sure 
to receive quality work at a fair price.  We also offer 
maintenance plans to keep your HVAC system(s) 
operating efficiently. Call Dan Abel, 912.667.1472    
Licensed & Insured GA Lic# CN211101

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 
Dixie Motors, Inc. • Serving Savannah since 1980. 
From minor to major repairs on all makes and mod-
els. We offer 30-minute oil change service. Towing 
available. Fleet service available. A/C experts. Na-
tionwide warranty. Conveniently located at 2013 
E. Victory Drive (across the parking lot from Home 
Depot). 355.3568.  
  
LEXUS & TOYOTA OWNERS • Factory trained 
Lexus and Toyota Master Technicians with 25 years 
experience. ASE certified. Located minutes from 
The Landings, Loaner car available with any major 
service or repair. Performing services and repairs at a 
fraction of the dealership prices. Savannah Autoworx, 
116 Shipyard Rd, Savannah, Ga 31406.  Phone: 
912.356.0007.  We service all makes and models. 

BABY SITTING/NANNY/  
ELDER CARE/CAREGIVING

Eldercare, childcare, home or pet sitting. CPR cer-
tified 24+ years’ hospital services. Please call Susan 
Gotch at 912.598.8720 (H) or 954.661.2205 (C) 
References available upon request.  

CARPET CLEANING
Diamond Carpet & Textile Services • Carpeting, 
Upholstery, Orientals, Tile and Grout, Wood Floor-
ing.  2016/2017 Angie’s List Super Service Award 
Winner; IICRC Certified Firm. Don’t just have it 
done, have it Done Well! 912.349.7115. www.dia-
mondcarpetandtextileservices.com 

CLEANING SERVICES
Got chaos? Hubbard’s Maid Service will restore order 
to your home. Serving successful people in our com-
munity since 2004, Hubbard’s Maid Service hires 
friends and neighbors to help keep your home spot-
less. Give us a call for a price quote at 912.961.9131.  

COMPUTER SERVICES 
ONSITE NETWORK SERVICES, LLC • Jacob 
Dimond providing prompt and professional onsite 
computer and IT services for Landings residents for 
over 15 years. Specializing in Windows and Apple 
computers, laptops, iPad and smart devices, new 

computer sales and upgrades, computer cleaning and 
tune ups.  Transfer programs and files from old to 
new computers. Wireless network and printer instal-
lation.  Install streaming TV services and help cus-
tomers “cut the cord”.  Provide training and tutoring. 
Smart Home device installation, lightning/power 
surge repairs and data recovery.  Recycling or do-
nation of old equipment. Free phone consultations. 
Call 598.2990 or 507.2693, 7 days a week. 
 
Savannah Computer Services, Inc. • Professionally 
serving coastal areas of Georgia and South Carolina 
for over 25 years. We specialize in PCs, Macs, and 
most IT equipment with a full spectrum of services 
including but not limited to installation, network-
ing, cabling, diagnostic and repair, upgrades, data 
recovery, virus removal and prevention, moving/re-
location, and consulting. Specialty business offerings 
include VOIP phones, high speed internet circuits 
with failover, and hosted cloud backup services. En-
joy fast and convenient on-site service, FREE pickup 
and delivery, or remote service by appointment only. 
Quotes are always free and no travel charge within 
our local area of coverage. Call Mike and Cyndy Ta-
bakian, 912.756.7860 or visit our web site at savan-
nahcomputer.com 

COOLSCULPTING® BY 
COOL BODY CONTOURING

25% discount for Skinnie readers. FDA cleared 
non-surgical procedure to eliminate fatty areas for 
good. NOW OFFERING DualSculpting™ and Ad-
vantage Applicators allowing entire abdomen or love 
handles to be completely treated in about one hour. 
Only available in Savannah at Cool Body Contour-
ing. Free consultation at 9100 White Bluff Rd, Suite 
102. Call 912.200.6000 Martin E Everhard, MD, 
PhD, FACS 

DOOR SCREENS
Phantom Screens • The Phantom Screen’s unique 
retractable design means it is there when you need it 
and disappears when you do not. Designed for doors, 
windows and large openings up to 25 ft. wide, we 
have a Phantom screen to meet your needs. Available 
in a variety of colors to compliment your home décor. 
Call 912.552.2331 or visit phantomscreens.com.  

FOR SALE
FOR SALE • All-black 1980 Corvette. Rebuilt en-
gine, good paint, seats, and carpet, 4-speed manual, 
tinted glass racing top. Needs some cosmetic work but 
runs great. Asking $14,000 obo. Call 316.295.9488

FRAMING     
Sandfly Custom Framing • We are a full service cus-
tom frame shop with over 2,000 mouldings to choose 
from.  All work performed in house to ensure quality 

control. Owned and operated by Judi Weaver with 
23 years experience. Shadow boxes, mirrors, stitch 
art, diplomas, specialty matting, portraits, paintings 
and coastal maps. Consider Sandfly Custom Fram-
ing: “When Quality Matters.” 8413-B Ferguson Ave.  
912.691.1333.  

GOLF CARTS
FOR SALE OR RENT

Golf Carts of Savannah LLC • We have late mod-
el E-Z-Go RXV and Club Car Precedent carts that 
are beyond Landings equipped. Short- or long-term 
rentals available. Call Dana Oliver at 354.1113 for 
details and directions. 

GROUT CLEANING/  
RESTORATION 

Grout Busters • Complete tile & grout cleaning 
service. Complete grout color change, color resto-
ration & stain protection with epoxy sealer. Over 20 
designer colors available. Tub & shower cleaning & 
re-grouting also available. Serving the Landings since 
1995. 912.429.0420.
 

GUNS
Guns Wanted • Top cash paid. Ortiz Custom Guns, 
Master Gunsmith. Firearms Manufacturer. 7 East 
Montgomery Cross Roads, Savannah’s Firearms 
Source. www.ortizcustomguns.com, 912.925.0799
 

HAIR STYLING
Murray’s Barber Shop • Barber Shop for Men and 
Boys. Walk-ins only! Tu-Th:10-6,Fri:10-4,Sat:9-1 
Located in Sandfly next to Lair’s Automotive. 8524 
Ferguson Ave. 912.349.3531 

HOMES 
FOR RENT OR SALE

Are you thinking about selling your home? I have 
buyers interested in buying your house! We also of-
fer FREE design consultations, staging, professional 
photography and local marketing! Mention this ad 
and get a reduced rate commission! Nicole Casino 
with Savannah Real Estate Experts, 912.356.0006 or 
912.598.6250  
 
Home to share in Landings • Completely furnished, 
non-smoker/female, no pets, credit and references re-
quired. $1250 per month includes utilities (electric-
ity, tv/internet and water).  Please call 410.991.9215 
for personal interview; 6 months required with 
1-month deposit.

Interest rates are low • Explore a Marshview Land-
ings condo: a wide marsh view, three stories, elevator 
too. Bedrooms three or four, four plus baths, each 
with door. Owner is anxious to sell. Come ring his 

ACROSS
01.___ Yaga (witch of Russian folklore)
05. He calls his single god ‘Jah’
10. Exclamations of derision
14. Europe’s third-longest river
15. Blessed sound?
16. Old circus prop?
17. Its sound is spooky and sudden
19. Fates or Graces, e.g.
20. German art song
21. Green Bay QB Rodgers
22. Anxious
25. Gamay is one
27. Electric dynamo part
28. Contralto Anderson
29. Kind of hose
30. Paint finish with a 25-30% glossy
      surface
31. Filipino bargirl
34. “All right?”
35. Fiona’s squeeze
36. Japanese isinglass
37. Nugent of Country Music
38. ‘Shirts’ rivals
39. Trim a hedge
40. Pursue
42. Insignias for colonels
43. Woodwind instrument
45. Type of  board
46. Part of a WWI wolfpack
47. Maker of  M&M’s
48. Quarter of an acre
49. Its sound is monotonous and 
      annoying
55. What a soufflé should do
56. El primero mes
57. Walleye, e.g.
58. Cheers heard at the Rio Olympics
59. Passé
60. ‘Black Card’ issuer

DOWN
01. Charabanc
02. Type of lamp
03. Word after sand, roll, or uneven
04. The Bosox and the N.Y. Yanks are in it
05. Deeper blue
06. Hurt

07. Like blackjack cards in Vegas ready to
      be dealt
08. Trawl
09. Verizon ISP
10. Home of the NHL’s Senators
11. Its sound is raucous and frantic
12. Veggie that is sometimes ‘rung’?
13. Author of  “Lust for Life”
18. First name of  ‘Crazylegs’ Hirsch of the
      L.A. Rams
21. It follows an ace after a deuce
22. Poker ante, e.g.
23. Its sound is an intrusive klaxon
24. Any American, esq.
25. Deserves
26. First name of the Phantom of the
      Opera
27. Advertisement, informally
28. River that joins the Seine near Paris
30. County, in Great Britain

32. Hindu royal
33. Orpiment and sphene
35. Circumvent
36. 2013 Best Picture Oscar winner
38. Skewer
39. Analyze a sentence grammatically
41. 25% of a pinochle deck
42. Apple’s 2012 headphone replacement
      device
43. Sancho Panza’s steed
44. Really mad
45. Paloma Picasso’s father
47. Big name in champagne
49. Together
50. ___ whim
51. Financial aid?
52. One of the Kardashians
53. Manage 
54. Mardi Gras ‘king’

*For each puzzle a relatively difficult set of clues (Challenger) will accompany the first printing. In the subsequent issue,
the same puzzle will appear with an easier set of clues (Standard) Email questions/comments to puzzler@theskinnie.com

$20 each, with a maximum of 50 words • $5 for each additional 10 words • Contact Teri Grayson at 598.9715 or email classifieds@theskinnie.com

Puzzle answers, page 29

CHALLENGER CLUES*

#217   Bird Watching classifiedsJACK HAMMOND

You won’t need your binoculars.

The Skinnie Classifieds listings are now online! Just visit www.theskinnie.com and click “Classifieds.”
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bell. Call 912.598.9334 or 806.368.1253. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT/  
REMODELING

Peterson Custom Works, Inc. • Complete Home 
Remodeling and Construction Contractor. Custom 
Kitchens and Baths. Additions, Screened Porch-
es, Decks. Certified Pella Window/Door Installer. 
Roofing Experts. Stucco Specialist. Concrete, Pav-
ers, Hardscapes. Water Damage Restoration Cer-
tified. Foundation structural repair experts.  Home 
Inspector Certified. Wood Rot, Pressure Washing, 
and Painting. Design Consultation Services Avail-
able. Licensed and Insured Georgia Contractors 
#RBQA004670. Free Estimates. Home: 351.0716 or 
cell: 656.8842.  

John Hodges Construction, Inc. • We specialize in 
window and door replacement and repair. We¹re a 
Pella and Marvin certified contractor. We also spe-
cialize in exterior siding, decks, service fence and 
trim. Interior remodeling: Kitchen, bathrooms, and 
trim. No job too small. Serving the Landings since 
1982. Call 313.2767.  
  
Grout Busters • Complete tile & grout cleaning 
service. Complete grout color change, color resto-
ration & stain protection with epoxy sealer. Over 
20 designer colors available. Tub & shower cleaning 
& re-grouting available. Serving the Landings since 
1995. 912.429.0420.  
 
Castle Care of Savannah Inc. • Specializing in 
Home improvements, maintenance, wood rot.  We 
specialize in everything! No job is too small!  Locally 
owned and operated. Licensed and insured. Call Lo-
gan @ 912.656.6994

INTERIOR DESIGN 
AND DECORATING

Debbie’s Decorating • For over 20 years, through-
out the United States, I’ve designed and decorated 
homes, offices and new construction. I would love to 
assist you in updating your home! Please call now to 
book your appointment with Landings resident Deb-
bie Leecock. Phone 214.405.0989 or visit my website 
at www.dleecock.com.   

KEYBOARD/PIANO  
INSTRUCTION  

“The best players are on the bench.” Learn to read 
music and play the piano! Beginning/intermediate 
lessons, 9 years old and up. Experienced, classically 
trained teacher with BS in Music Education. Land-
ings resident. Weekly 45-minute/lessons/$35. Call or 
text:  505.670.2454

LANDSCAPING/LAWN CARE    
Grassmaster Lawn Care • We offer complete land-
scape management with year round service. Our 
services also include fertilization, insect, weed, and 
fungus control, along with lawn and shrub programs. 
We are your total lawn care service. We also offer 

landscaping, i.e. lawn renovation and sodding. Li-
censed and Insured. Free estimates. Please call Mike 
Schuman at 354.8856.  

New Leaf Landscape Management • As Skidaway 
Island residents, we understand your need to main-
tain a beautiful well-kept lawn. New Leaf Landscape 
Management specializes in full-service lawn mainte-
nance and fertilization, debris removal and profes-
sional landscaping design/ installation. With over 
15 years in the industry, we have developed strong 
relationships with local companies to deliver superior 
products for your home at the utmost competitive 
prices. Please call for your no obligation lawn eval-
uation and free quote. Thank you! 912.656.9088 or 
912.210.9773. Licensed and Insured.  
  
Scott’s Lawn Service, LLC • Customer service you 
deserve! We are committed to providing the most 
reliable lawn care service and maintenance. Offering 
complete lawn care needs including lawn mowing, 
edging, pruning, hedge trimming, blowing, sprin-
kler repairs, blowing the roof, and installing sod, 
pine straw, mulch and fertilizer. Call today for a free 
estimate. Let us maintain your property, so you can 
enjoy it. Licensed and insured. 912.656.8472  
  
Treemaster, Inc. • We offer these services for all of 
your tree needs: trimming, pruning, and removal. We 
also offer stump grinding. We’re bonded and insured.  
24-hour emergency service.  We accept all major 
credit cards except Discover. We are the sister com-
pany of Grassmaster, owned by Landings residents, 
Mike and Diane Schuman. Call us at 912.598.0140.  
  
Ameri-Scapes Complete Lawn Care • Tired of 
the quick blow-and-go low quality lawncare? Call 
us, with over 20 years experience, we offer full lawn 
maintenance, shrub removal, shrub replacement. We 
also provide Irrigation and sod Installation. Call Josh 
at 912.675.6293.  

LIFT CHAIRS
Power reclining lift chairs available in all sizes, fabrics 
and features. Correct spinal alignment and improved 
circulation. Lifts you on your feet with a touch of a 
button. Sit & Sleep Mattress...1110 Eisenhower Dr., 
912.355.2331. See our display ad. 

MOVING & DELIVERY  
Specialty Moving and Delivery • Residential and 
Commercial Relocation Specialists Local & Long 
Distance. Offering Household Moving & Rear-
ranging, Business Relocation & Inter-office Mov-
ing,  Pickup & Delivery Service, Installation & As-
sembly, Loading & Unloading, Packing & Crating, 
Shipping & Receiving, Warehousing & Storage and 
Packing Supplies. Specializing in Items that Require 
Special Care including: Fine Furniture & Pianos, Art 
& Antiques, Office Furniture & Systems, Business 
Machines & Electronics and Medical & Institutional 

Equipment. Serving the Landings for over 20 years. 
Licensed & Insured. References. Call 925.9528.  
  
Gracious Moves • Landings Resident/Realtor® /
Move Manager, Brooke Bass has been assisting 
families since 1985.  Moving simplified from A to 
Z:  Prepare home for sale, list and sell, sort, pack, 
organize, floor plan, stage, unpack, setup, hang art, 
remove boxes on moving day! NAR® Outstanding 
Service Award! www.GraciousMoves.com; Brooke@ 
GraciousMoves.com; Call Brooke, 912.655.9299. 

PAINTING AND  
POWER WASHING                                

slands Painting • Proudly serving the Landings for 
over 20 years. We specialize in custom interior and 
exterior painting. We also do pressure washing of 
homes, sidewalks, driveways, etc. Wallpaper removal 
and much more!! Thank you for your consideration. 
Please see my reviews at TLA. Call Tommy Rigdon, 
912.308.4601 or email: tjrigdon@yahoo.com 

Jimmy Flowers Painting Co. • Specialize in Interi-
or/Exterior painting.  No job to large or too small.  
We also paint fences, decks, etc.  repair wood rot, 
and take on small construction projects.  We carry 
all insurances.  Give me a call for a free estimate.  
828.243.4386 or email at jfnc123@yahoo.com  

LUKSCOLOR PAINTING SERVICES • Licensed 
& Insured. Quality painting at an affordable price 
done by someone you can trust! No job too small. 
References available...Creating beautiful homes 
in the Savannah/Chatham County area for over 
14  years. Call Andrey Ribeiro for free estimates, 
912.713.9578. Email: andrey.lukscolor@gmail.com 

/ Website:www.lukscolorpainting.com 
Peterson Custom Works, Inc. • For highest quality 
interior/exterior painting, wood-rot repair, pressure 
washing, window and door replacement. Licensed 
and insured. Georgia license #RBQA004670.  Ten 
years experience on Skidaway Island. References 
available. 351.0716 or 656.8842. 

PERSONAL HOME TRAINER
Personal Home Training and Exercise • Michael 
Cohen, Olympic Coach and Olympic athlete brings 
his 50 years of expertise to your home. Creator and 
Founder of GEM, an exercise program for those with 
Parkinson’s, Essential Tremor and other Movement 
Disorders, Michael specializes in training and coach-
ing designed to lessen the symptoms of these disor-
ders and keep you active. Licensed, Certified, Insured 
and Background Screened. 912.663.5833 or email: C 
ohenWeightlifting@aol.com 

PETS
Peaceful Pets • Planning a trip out of town?  Or do 
you work long hours and need someone to take your 
pet out for a restroom break?  Peaceful Pets is a Pet 
Sitting Service that can do this.  I offer affordable 
rates and overnight visits. Call 912.707.1707 for 
pricing, www.peacefulpetssavannah.com. 

Pet Care • Animal loving former Vet Tech available 
to take care of your pets while you are away or at 
work.  Walking, feeding, playing or whatever is need-
ed.  Reasonable rates.  Please call 973.886.0203 for 
more information.

REAL ESTATE
Landings resident, agent • Island Life@UberRe-
alPhil.  Rides and real estate networking offered by 
Phillip Williams, Landings resident since 2007.Trust-
ed private driver for landings residents since 2014, Ar-
chitectural designer that served on the ARC and now 
pursuing an additional career as a real estate agent. I 
like to stay busy. Rides to and from downtown, also 
to the airport and back during regular hours is $45, 
before 6am or after 11pm it’s $65. 912.224.0619 
checkout my recommendations on Nextdoor. 

SERVICES
Sandfly Custom Framing • We are a full-service cus-
tom frame shop with over 2,000 mouldings to choose 
from.  All work performed in house to ensure quality 
control. Owned and operated by Judi Weaver with 
23 years experience. Shadow boxes, mirrors, stitch 
art, diplomas, specialty matting, portraits, paintings 
and coastal maps. Consider Sandfly Custom Fram-
ing: “When Quality Matters.” 8413-B Ferguson Ave.  
912.691.1333.  
 
Island Property Management & House Sitting 

• 10 years an island resident. Short term or long 
term. No job too big or small, we handle them all. 
598.9901 or 655.5210  
Behavioral Health Services • Advanced Counsel-
ing Solutions. Are you or someone you know having 
trouble adjusting to new or changing circumstances, 
stress or recent loss? Is stress interfering with your 
happiness? Are you experiencing anxiety, panic or 
depression? Talk confidentially with an experienced 
Behavioral Health Counselor who is objective and 
non-judgmental. I am a Georgia Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker with 25 years of counseling experience. 
Private office in mid-town. Most insurances accepted. 
Call Landings resident, Anne Lewis-Nash, LCSW, 
706.993.5531 to schedule a consultation. 

Part time resident? Planning to travel? • Don’t leave 
your home at risk. Secure Home Services, family 
owned, property management, caretaker, and home 
watch service - assisting home owners in the Landings 
for the past 7 years. Insured, bonded, and members of 
the National Home Watch Association. Contact us at 
securehomeservices.sav@gmail.com

TRANSPORTATION
Do you need a ride to or from the airport, or to 
a doctor’s appointment or grocery shopping? I am a 
Marshwood resident available to drive you where you 
need to go.  I can also keep an eye on your prop-
erty while you are away.  Reasonable rates.  Call 
201.826.9627

TREE SERVICES  
Treemaster, Inc. • We offer these services for all of 
your tree needs: trimming, pruning, and removal. We 
also offer stump grinding. We’re bonded and insured.  
24-hour emergency service.  We accept all major 

credit cards except Discover. We are the sister com-
pany of Grassmasters, owned by Landings residents, 
Mike and Diane Schuman. Call us at 912.598.0140.  

Evergreen Tree Service • Looking for a prompt 
and free consultation from an ISA Certified Arbor-
ist? Since 1984, our family owned business has been 
the most well trained and professional tree removal, 
pruning, and stump grinding service on Skidaway 
Island. Call us today to schedule your arborist at 
912.455.5041. www.evergreentreeservicesav.com  
Fully bonded and insured. 
 
Registered Landscape Architect and ISA Certified 
Arborist with Tree Risk Assessment Qualification 
is available to consult with property owners of The 
Landings on important topics such as mitigating 
site-specific hurricane vulnerability, tree protection, 
and mitigating tree damage during construction. For-
mer FL Certified Building Contractor. Over 18 years 
of civil engineering practice management. Contact 

me for more information at tbuckley1954@comcast.

net. Landings owner and resident. 

WEIGHT LOSS
Weight Loss & Body Sculpting at Slender in Sa-
vannah. 10% Off for Skinnie readers. Weight loss 
plans that work! No pre-packaged food & no starv-
ing! Noninvasive body sculpting for “spot reduction” 
of problem areas – no pain, no downtime! Free con-
sultation and Body Composition Report at Slender 

In Savannah 315 Commercial Drive, Suite A7. Call 
Now! 912.509.7642 

WINDOW CLEANING
Soap on a Rope • Power washing, window cleaning 
and more. Local, professional, personable, and fully 
insured. Voted Savannah’s best 2018, and 2019! From 
homes to high-rises. 912.233.1544 soaponaropeinc.
com
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Left: Sarah Lucas

Below: Vicki Hale

Bottom Right: Jorge Gojman

Bottom Left: Diane Gannon

Above: Barbara Van Doren

Above Right:John Cork

Right: Michael Siegel

1807 Skinnie 32.indd   30-31 4/6/20   11:14 AM



32 – VOL. 18 ISSUE 07      TheSkinnie

1807 Skinnie 32.indd   32 4/6/20   11:14 AM


