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I’m not home, but I’m home. It’s February, and I’ve taken to a habit that I 
return to this time each year. Italy. 

Yesterday, I took a train to my ancestral village. In the U.S., I have never 
met anyone with my surname other than the people in my own house. In 
Vallecorsa, in the province of Frosinone, Lauretti is like Smith. 

I had visited a couple of times before, but (almost) nobody speaks English, 
and my Italian sounds better than my ear hears. This time, a local historian 
and author, who had seen an appearance I made on Italian TV, met me at the 
train station and showed me every inch of the hilltop town. 

In the lower part (Vallecorsa – circumnavigable on foot in less than an 
hour – insists on referring to itself in two halves), my host, Giandrea Cippola 
(basically “Johnny Onion”), showed me a monument to the town’s fateful 
day – January 21, 1944. Midday that Sunday 74 years ago, when everyone 
milled around the central square after Mass, American bombers pounded the 
ground below their wings, clearing a path for Allied troops moving towards 
Rome. More than a hundred Vallecorsans died, including a dozen Laurettis, 
the most repeated name on the monument’s plaque. 

I have always been amazed by my grandfather’s courage to leave on his own 
as a young teen, with no money or prospects, but big dreams of America’s 
gold-lined streets. Had he not been so brave and obstinate, perhaps he, too, 
would have perished that day. 

My distant cousins smile wide when they see me: il cugino Americano. 
They stuff me with pastries and puzzle when I refuse their homemade wine. 
The place feels both strange and familiar. And nearby (40 miles northwest) 
Rome is a wonderland that I walk from daybreak until I collapse late at night. 

These photos are glimpses of my first three days in the country that I love 
almost as much as the land of my birth.   

TheSkinnie      VOL. 17 ISSUE 04 – 5

1704 Skinnie.indd   4-5 2/22/19   9:19 AM



6 – VOL. 17 ISSUE 04      TheSkinnie

8

12

21

24

THE HARD BARGAIN
Opera Star Richard Tucker

RECOGNIZING VALOR
The Two Hundred Club of the Coastal Empire

HE SERVED
Aulton Kohn

in this issue

features
04 Up Front
18 St. Joseph’s/Candler
26 Island Hopping
28 Crossword
29 Classifieds

The Skinnie Magazine is not responsible for unsolicited materials 
and the publisher accepts no responsibility for the contents or accu-
racy of claims in any advertisement in any issue. The Skinnie Maga-
zine is not responsible or liable for any errors, omissions or changes 
in information. The opinions of contributing writers do not  neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of the magazine and its publisher.

how to get in touch:
Skinnie Media, LLC

4 Skidaway Village Square 
Savannah, GA 31411

912.598.9715

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
editor@theskinnie.com

We reserve the right to edit letters for 
clarity and content. We do not print 

unsigned letters.

GENERAL INQUIRIES
mail@theskinnie.com

DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING 

sales@theskinnie.com

ART SUBMISSIONS
production@theskinnie.com

EDITOR + PUBLISHER
Scott Lauretti •slauretti@theskinnie.com

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
Jim Toole • jtoole@theskinnie.com

ART DIRECTOR
Philip Schweier •pschweier@theskinnie.com

GENERAL MANAGER
Charles Hendrix •chendrix@theskinnie.com

OFFICE MANAGER
Teri Grayson • tgrayson@theskinnie.com

CONTRIBUTORS
Lynne Hallman Davis, Linda Dillard, Jack Hammond,

Ron Lauretti, Sally Whitehead

on the cover:
“Bonnet Island Barn,” watercolor
by Penny Thompson

HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW?
Skidaway Farms

1704 Skinnie.indd   6-7 2/22/19   9:19 AM



8 – VOL. 17 ISSUE 04      TheSkinnie TheSkinnie      VOL. 17 ISSUE 04 – 9www.theskinnie.com                                        www.theskinnie.com

al revenue of more than $13 million, and an 
annual member retention rate of more than 
90 percent. 

The Chamber operates the Savannah Area 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau – known as 
Visit Savannah – as well as the Savannah Area 
Chamber Foundation, Inc., a 501©3. It has 
created the Savannah Area Business PAC (po-
litical action committee), and administers the 
Leadership, Sports, Small Business, Military, 
Manufacturing, and Legislative Councils.

Through his position at the Chamber, 
Bill learned of the Two Hundred Club of the 
Coastal Empire. He became acutely aware of 
the sacrifices that police, firefighters and EMS 
make to help the rest of us, and he came to 
know club founder, Tak Argentinis, and pres-
ident, Mark Dana. “First responders never 
know if that domestic dispute or roadside 
incident might mean they must pay the ul-
timate sacrifice themselves,” Hubbard says. 
“It’s the nature of their jobs to risk everything, 
every day, much like the military. If they lose 
their lives or are seriously injured, the Two 
Hundred Club ensures that their families are 
well taken care of, should they need help.”

Since 2001, the organization has provid-
ed more than $3 million to families of fallen 
first responders or first responders critically 
injured in the line of duty.  A nonprofit, inde-
pendent organization, its core operation is to 
immediately respond with support and finan-
cial assistance to first responder families. The 
Two Hundred Club relies on members’ an-
nual dues, donations and fundraising events, 
such as the Savannah Mile in May and Red, 
White and Blues in October. All proceeds 
from fundraisers go to the families to provide 
immediate financial relief and fully paid col-
lege to surviving family members. 

Hubbard has become an ardent supporter. 
“As a member myself, I participate or sponsor 
events whenever I can to help the club. For 
example, I buy Boston butts at their annual 
BBQ and sponsor runners in their Savannah 
Mile every May.”

Many of us may not give sufficient thought 
to these brave people who are prepared to put 
their lives on the line when responding to an 
emergency situation. Hubbard believes that 
the annual Tak Argentinis Valor Awards event 
is a great way to shine a light on the work and 
heroism of brave first responders, who also Recognizing 

Valor

By Sally Whitehead

While enjoying life in Savannah for 
nearly 21 years, Bill and Lynda Hub-
bard found themselves drawn to the 

remarkable beauty of Skidaway Island. Almost 
two years ago, the couple built a home in Deer 
Creek. Bill says, “My wife particularly loves 
the surrounding nature. She also appreciates 
the self-contained way of life here – having the 
convenience of a grocery store, dry cleaners and 
restaurants nearby.”

 
The Hubbards quickly came to appreciate the diversity and range 

of backgrounds of Skidaway Island residents, which they believe make 
for a more enjoyable lifestyle. “We really enjoy and admire the quality 
and professionalism of the clubs here,” Bill adds. “Together, they cre-
ate a very pleasant life!”

Bill and Lynda have two grown sons: Bill Jr. served eight years as 
a Marine officer, and is now with Amazon in Luxemburg. Nick, a 

graduate of St. Olaf and Creighton University 
Medical School, is currently pursuing his surgi-
cal residency at Yale. The family enjoys an active 
outdoor life of tennis, travel, snow skiing and 
sailing.

  
A native of Michigan, Bill completed his un-

dergraduate degree in business administration at 
the University of Central Florida, where he also 
obtained a master’s in marketing and finance. 
In 1983, he began his career as the economic 

development marketing manager for the Greater Detroit Michigan 
Chamber of Commerce, later joining the Metro Atlanta Chamber of 
Commerce as senior vice president for economic expansion. In Sep-
tember of 1998, the Hubbard family moved to Savannah, where Bill 
is currently president and CEO of the Savannah Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Visit Savannah. Since then, the Chamber has grown 
from 1,600 to more than 2,200 member businesses, and is the largest 
business organization in the area, with more than 80 employees, annu-

Bill Hubbard, president and CEO of the Sa-
vannah Area Chamber of Commerce
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serve as role models to their co-workers, fam-
ilies, and the community. “The Two Hun-
dred Club does a great job of embracing first 
responder’s families,” he explains. “I would 
encourage my neighbors on Skidaway Island 
to support these folks. In a community like 
Skidaway – where we might not necessary 
face crime – we still have other challenges. 
We face more health challenges because of 
the average age of residents. When watch-
ing a loved one suffering, four minutes can 
feel like a lifetime. Our EMS and other first 
responders’ response times and professional-
ism are excellent. I would like to see many 
more residents displaying the Two Hundred 
Club membership plaque on their cars. We’re 
fortunate that we have this service, and we 
should be as generous with them as they are 
with us.”

On Thursday, February 28, the Two Hun-
dred Club will host the Tak Argentinis Valor 
Awards ceremony at the Charles H. Morris 
Center. Two of Savannah’s exceptional first 
responders will be honored: Firefighter Cap-
tain Justin Crain and Firefighter/Flight Med-
ic/Tactical Paramedic Bruce Cheek. These 
exceptional honorees were selected by a com-
mittee of law enforcement and fire command 
officers, from among nominations received 
from the 20 counties that comprise the Two 
Hundred Club of the Coastal Empire’s sup-
port area. The award recipients will receive 
a plaque and a medal of valor for heroically 
risking their lives to save citizens who were in 
imminent danger.

“The Two Hundred Club is exceedingly 
proud to present these valiant first respond-
ers with this year’s Valor Awards,” says club 
president Mark Dana. “Even if the award is 
a just a symbol of recognition, honor and 
appreciation, these brave individuals need 
to be valued for their service and sacrifices 
for our community, because there is never 
enough we can do to pay them back. We are 
thankful this year’s winners are safe and se-
cure, considering they put others’ safety be-
fore themselves. Since its inception, the Two 
Hundred Club has helped countless families 
and individuals in the line-of-duty, and that 
is why it is necessary to recognize the valor of 
these brave men and women with an event 
like this.”

For more information, visit www.twohun-
dredclub.org, call 912.721.4418 or email 
info@twohundredclub.org.
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2018 Valor Awards recipients, L-R: Savannah Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment, Firefighter Eric Harris; Savannah Fire and Rescue Department, 
Advanced Firefighter Matthew Metivier; Tybee Island Police Depart-
ment, Corp. Skylar Strickland; Savannah Fire and Rescue Capt. Patrick 
Grant; U.S. Army Garrison Commander Lt. Col. Kenneth Dwyer, 2018 
Valor Awards keynote speaker.
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Tucker began singing in synagogue choirs, and eventually became 
a much-sought-after cantor in New York congregations. He married 
Sara Perelmuth, the daughter of a prominent Jewish family and the 
sister of the tenor, Jan Peerce. Often there was rivalry between the two 
tenors, but it was never acrimonious on Tucker’s part. 

During World War II, travel across the Atlantic Ocean became in-
creasingly dangerous. Nazi submarines viciously attacked passenger 
liners as often as they targeted cargo or military vessels. The Metro-
politan Opera could no longer depend on European stars to fill roles 
in its productions. Searching for homegrown talent, a delegation from 
the Met attended services at the prestigious Brooklyn Jewish Center 
and heard the amazingly gifted young cantor. Although, at that time, 
Tucker’s voice lacked the depth and power of an operatic instrument, 
Met officials recognized his voice had great potential. He radiated a 
magnetic presence and sang with great passion. The scouts agreed they 
need not look any further. 

According to co-author Tucker, “The Met delegation had taken a 
chance to hear a young cantor, largely unknown, taught and trained 
him, and hit the operatic world’s jackpot!” 

Rubin (then Richard) Tucker debuted in January, 1945, as Enzo 
in Ponchielli’s “La Gioconda.” His later famous roles were Canio in 
Giordano’s “Andre Chenier,” and Calaf in Puccini’s “Turandot.” He 
was cheered and revered wherever he sang. Whereas many artists who 
achieve such fame become enamored of themselves, Tucker never suc-
cumbed to that sense of privilege. Earl Rogers, the singer’s voice in-
structor, remarked that Tucker was the least narcissistic singer he had 
ever seen. “He sings to inspire, to uplift. His voice is an instrument 
of communion with the audience. Perhaps that is because he was a 
cantor before he was an opera star.”

In his extraordinary 30-year career, Richard Tucker gave 700 perfor-
mances at the Met, singing flawlessly in German, Italian and French, 

Above: Dr. David Tucker, with his father, opera star Richard Tucker. 
Dr. Tucker chronicles their “tug of war” relationship  in his father’s 
biography.

In a casual conversation, Dr. Michael Zoller 
asked if I had read The Hard Bargain, the 
compelling story of legendary Metropol-

itan Opera star, tenor Richard Tucker, whom 
some describe as the greatest operatic tenor of 
all time. I had not.

The book, co-authored by Tucker’s son, Dr. 
David Tucker, and Burton Spivak, is a warm, 
loving and sometimes humorous memoir of his 
famous father and their “tug-of-war” relation-

ship. Sounding good to me, I mused, 
”Wouldn’t it be fantastic if Dr. 

Tucker would come to Savan-
nah and address the Savan-

nah Friends of Music?!”

“Let’s ask him,” Dr. 
Zoller said. 

A quick text, and 
Dr. Tucker invited 
me to call him the 

following week. After a 45-minute conversa-
tion, he agreed to come. He and his wife, Lin-
da, enjoy coming to Savannah to visit their son, 
Dr. Andrew Tucker, whose family lives at the 
Landings. 

Richard Tucker was born Rubin Ticker, on 
August 28,1913, in Brooklyn, to poor Russian 
and Romanian Orthodox Jewish immigrant 
parents. His father changed the family name to 
Tucker, and Rubin Tucker joined the thousands 
of young, uneducated men trying to make a 
living in the Bronx during the difficult days of 
the Great Depression. He tried the furrier and 
silk businesses, even fared rather well with so-
cial gambling, but it was his great spiritual love 
of his Jewish faith that most influenced and 
shaped his life. 

Even as a very young child, his voice was 
exceptional. David Tucker said of his father, 
“God’s gift to him was a rare and precious ten-
or voice.”

By Lynne  Hal lman Davi s

The Tucker family backstage at the Metropolitan Opera House: Barry, 
mother Sara, Richard Tucker as poet in Andrea Chénier, Tucker and 
David Tucker (left to right).
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his precocious, pugnacious son. They were 
evenly matched. David was a natural ath-
lete who played on neighborhood teams. He 
would leave baseball to sing in the synagogue 
choir. However, his parents were distressed 
by teacher reports of disruptive behavior and 
poor grades. 

When David planted a tiny explosive bead 
in his mother’s cigarette, the explosion and 
fire temporarily blinded her. His enraged fa-
ther chased him out of the house, threatening 
to kill him if he could catch him. David hid 
in shrubbery at a nearby house until a family 
friend coaxed him home, late that night. 

The family could not endure the continu-
ous chaos. So they made a hard bargain: Da-
vid would go to school, be a model student, 
and eventually pursue a career in medicine. 
As long as he maintained an excellent aca-
demic average, his father would support him 
financially and pay for voice lessons. David 
studied hard, graduating high school with 
honors, attended Tufts University, and grad-
uated from Cornell University Medical Col-
lege at the top of his class. He never neglected 
his vocal lessons, often singing for concerts in 
college, for Bar Mitzvahs, and in clubs, un-

der the name David Nello. But as he became 
more immersed in medicine, he realized his 
father had been right: his calling would be as 
a doctor, not an opera star.

During medical school, David met and 
married the lovely Lynda Schwartz, a nurs-
ing student. The newlyweds continued their 
studies, and Lynda took care of their home 
and four children, while David was commis-
sioned an officer in the U.S. Public Health 
Service. Later he was Dr. Edward Norton’s 
chief resident at the prestigious Bascom 
Palmer Eye Institute in Miami, and served 
a year-long residency with the Colombian 
microsurgeon, Dr. José Barraquer, and oth-

er prestigious surgeons in Europe. After 27 
years, he recently retired from private practice 
in Cincinnati, where he was also Director of 
the Department of Ophthalmology at Cin-
cinnati Jewish Hospital.

On March 3, Tucker will share a multime-
dia presentation based on The Hard Bargain, 
at the Jewish Educational Alliance. It will fea-
ture film clips and music from Richard Tuck-
er’s career, as well as details of David Tucker’s 
career as a leading ophthalmologist. Special 
guests will include Sherrill Milnes, who had 
shared the stage with Richard Tucker, and 
James Drake, an author and Richard Tucker 
biographer. Copies of The Hard Bargain will 
be available for purchase. 

All proceeds from the event will benefit 
Savannah Friends of Music, a nonprofit orga-
nization with a mission to support, promote 
and sponsor classical music and music educa-
tion. Founded in May of 2003, the organiza-
tion started the Armstrong Youth Orchestra 
and continues as its major source of funding. 
SFOM also provides funding to the Savannah 
Philharmonic, the Savannah Children’s Cho-
rus, and the Savannah Music Festival.

A HARD BARGAIN
WHAT: A multimedia presentation featuring the career of tenor Richard Tucker, by his 
son, Dr. David Tucker
WHEN: Sunday, March 3, 3-5 p.m.
WHERE: Jewish Educational Alliance, 5111 Abercorn St., Savannah
HOW MUCH: $35, to benefit Savannah Friends of Music
CONTACT: Visit savannahfriendsofmusic.com or mail check to Phyllis Albertson, 2 
Barnwell Lane, 31411
WHAT ELSE: Dr. David Tucker will present a personal reflection on his father’s 
30-year opera career. The program will include diverse selections of Tucker’s music – 
operatic, Neapolitan, popular and liturgical – presented with video clips of interviews, 
performances and photos.

even though he had had only a sixth-grade 
education. Notre Dame University award-
ed him his first honorary doctorate, and his 
recordings are still available today. He sang 
often at Milan’s La Scala, entertained at the 
White House for five presidents, and was a 
frequent guest on major television programs. 
Tucker was still at the height of vocal power 
when he died suddenly from a heart attack on 
January 8, 1975, in Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

Luciano Pavarotti said of Tucker after his 
passing, “Richard Tucker is still a master, still 
a model, and still an inspiration to us all.”

Sara and Richard Tucker raised three sons: 
Barry, David and Henry. David was also gift-
ed with an unusually fine tenor voice; many 
commented he sounded much like his father. 
Being in such an exciting household where 
famous artists were entertained, standing in 
the wings during Met and concert perfor-
mances, meeting famous stars and driving 
them to their hotels, it should be no surprise 
that the son wished to perform like his father.

The Hard Bargain chronicles the loving, 
respectful – and sometimes volatile – re-
lationship between a famous singer and S

“Richard Tucker is
still a master, still a 
model, and still an 

inspiration to us all.”
~

Luciano Pavarotti
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St. Joseph’s/Candler is building a regional medical campus in Bluff-
ton that will greatly expand services and access to healthcare for a rap-
idly growing community. “St. Joseph’s/Candler has had a longstanding 
commitment to the South Carolina Lowcountry,” says Paul P. Hinchey, 
president and CEO of the health system. “This new medical campus will 
make that commitment even stronger. It will add a wider range of physi-
cians, specialists and services that will expand access to healthcare for the 
ever-growing Bluffton population, meaning they can stay at home rather 
than seek services elsewhere.”

The campus will be built at Buckwalter Place, in two phases. Total 
space will be 40,000 square feet upon completion, 63 people with an 
estimated annual payroll of $6.6 million will work on site. Phase one 
is budgeted for $28.5 million, while the entire project will cost $33.5 
million. The first phase is expected to be complete in early 2020.

St. Joseph’s/Candler has provided medical services in Bluffton and 
on Hilton Head Island for more than 16 years. This development will 
consolidate most of those services in one location that is at the center of 
growth in the Bluffton market. A key component of this project is the 
development of a regional oncology campus that will add another linear 
accelerator for radiation treatment and expand medical oncology ser-
vices, and virtually eliminate the need for patients to travel to Savannah.

The eighth annual Get Your Rear in Gear® 5K Walk/Run 
in support of colon cancer awareness and prevention will 
be held Saturday, March 2, at the Lewis Cancer and Re-

search Pavilion, located directly across from Candler Hospital. 
The event is scheduled to begin at 8 a.m. 

Sponsored in part by St. Joseph’s/Candler, Gastroenterology 
Consultants of Savannah, P.C., the Center for Digestive and Liver 
Heath and the Endoscopy Center, Fleet Feet Sports, WTOC-TV, 
the Savannah Morning News and News Radio 1290 WTKS, this 
event honors the memory of longtime WTOC-TV news anchor 
Mike Manhatton, who succumbed to this terrible disease in 2014. 

Get Your Rear in Gear® events are held across the country 
to promote awareness and raise funds to fight colon cancer. This 
event is North America’s largest 5K race series related to colon 
cancer prevention. The event is designed to unite people across the 
country to provide support and hope for those who have had their 
lives affected by our nation’s second leading cause of cancer deaths, 
and to encourage individuals of appropriate ages to get screened. 

The overarching message of the Get Your Rear in Gear event is 
bigger than just a message about colon cancer; it is a message for 
everyone to take action; lead longer, healthier lives; go to the doc-
tor regularly; listen to their bodies when something isn’t right; and 
get answers, regardless of age. It also encourages people to spread 
the word about disease screening and prevention. 

Monies raised stay in local communities, helping with preven-
tion, early detection, treatment, and healthy living projects for 
patients currently fighting the disease. The Savannah race directly 
benefits the Nancy N. and J.C. Lewis Cancer and Research Pa-

vilion’s efforts to provide early detection 
and prevention tools, such as colonoscopy 
screenings, to those who might not other-

wise be able to afford them. 

Pre-race registration fees are $25 per runner, if registered be-
fore February 27; and $35 on race day, March 2. Participants can 
register at www.fleetfeetsavannah.com/rearingear. There is a free 
Kids Fun Run. 

The race provides a special opportunity to honor survivors and 
those lost to colon cancer in our community. By participating or 
supporting participants in Savannah’s Get Your Rear in Gear, you 
can positively impact screening and mortality rates from this high-
ly preventable cancer.

For additional information, or to sign up, visit sjchs.org/gyrig, St. 
Joseph’s/Candler’s Facebook page, or Get Your Rear In Gear Savan-
nah’s Facebook Page.

Live smart

“Get Your Rear in Gear” 5K Walk/Run Set for Saturday, March 2

Mike Manhatton

Bluffton is one of the fastest growing com-
munities in the nation, expanding by more 
than 40 percent since 2010. Because of this 
incredible expansion, the demand for conve-
nient, technologically advanced medical care is 
growing also.

EXISTING ST. JOSEPH’S/CANDLER 
SERVICES IN THE LOWCOUNTRY
• Primary care services
• Specialist clinic services such as cardiology,
  neurology, general surgery, ENT, neuro-
   surgery, and gastroenterology
• Radiation oncology services

• Medical oncology services
• Oncology infusion services
• Urgent care services
• Wound care services
• Lab services
• Imaging services

PHASE I WILL INCLUDE 
ADDITIONAL SERVICES: 
• Medical oncology services 
• Oncology infusion services
• Radiation oncology services to include
   onsite treatment planning with CT
• Radiation treatment with an advanced linear

   accelerator
• Oncology pharmacy services
• Access to oncology sub-specialists, such as
   thoracic oncology and gyn-oncology
• Telemedicine services

PHASE II 
• Expanded medical oncology space
• Expanded oncology infusion space
• Expansion of primary care services
• Expansion of specialty clinic services
• Additional new outpatient services
   (currently being planned)

St. Joseph’s/Candler begins construction 
of regional medical campus in Bluffton 

GROUNDBREAKING HEALTHCARE

ABOVE: St. Joseph’s/Candler President and CEO Paul. P Hinchey joined Bluffton Mayor Lisa Sulka, Bluffton Town Council members, and other 
dignitaries, to break ground on the health system’s new Bluffton campus. BELOW:Renderings of new Bluffton campus
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Aulton Kohn
During a visit to Parris Island sever-

al years ago, I had the privilege of 
interviewing a very special Marine – 

Aulton Kohn. During his service, he survived 
a prolonged ordeal that pushed the limits of 
human endurance. As an ode to Black His-
tory month, his story merits a rerun from its 
original publication.

In December of 1968, Kohn, a private 
first class, was assigned to the 3rd Platoon of 
Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 9th Marine 
Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, in Vietnam. 
The 1st Battalion would soon become infa-
mously known as the “Walking Dead.” The 
morbid moniker would dog the 1st Battalion 
during its battle-scarred deployment: 
44 combat missions over 47 
months and 7 days, costing 
747 lives.

Kohn’s fire team lead-
er was killed while on pa-
trol their very first night 
together. Because Kohn’s 
rank was one stripe above 
the three remaining mem-
bers of the team, the young 
replacement rifleman became 
the new fire team leader. During 
the next two months, Kohn participated 
in a never-ending series of reconnaissance pa-
trols, but the elusive North Vietnamese usu-
ally proved hard to find. 

Tragically, on a day that proved to be the 
last patrol for almost all the men of the 3rd 
Platoon, all hell broke loose. The patrol was 
transported by helicopter about 10 kilo-
meters (approximately six miles) from base 
camp, and hiked through dense jungle for 
another five days. As the men emerged into 
a clearing, they were hit hard by a surprise 
attack from a well-hidden hostile force. The 
deadly volley of gunfire and grenades was so 
sudden and intense that many of the Marines 
were killed instantly. The enemy hit with 
everything it had. Kohn remembered that 
the attack seemed to last forever, but later 
realized probably only a few minutes passed 
during the chaos. But it was long enough to 

nearly obliterate the platoon.

Kohn lay motionless as the shooting 
stopped and the smoke began to clear. He 
expected complete body checks by the ene-
my, but they disappeared into the bush, the 
usual hit-and-run ambush tactic of the North 
Vietnamese. Kohn called out for survivors – 
and only one voice replied. Alanzo Campbell, 
a lance corporal, had somehow survived the 
carnage, too.

Very cautiously, the two men, separat-
ed by the bodies of their dead buddies, rose 
and approached each other. Regaining their 
composure as best they could, they began the 

gut-wrenching task of checking for 
any other survivors. There were 

none. The two men estimat-
ed they were at least 20 

miles from friendly terri-
tory – 20 miles through 
a thick jungle heavily 
patrolled by the enemy. 
Gathering up all the 
extra rations and ammo 

they could carry, the two 
Marines faded into the sur-

rounding bush.
 

They traveled by day and rested at 
night, alternately remaining awake for guard 
shifts after dark. They soon learned it was far-
ther to safety than they had calculated and, 
even with careful rationing, they ran out of 
food after seven days. They ate insects and 
berries and the one monkey they were able 
to shoot. Potable water was a problem, as the 
small streams and water holes were often stag-
nant and infested.

 
Nighttime was especially miserable for the 

two weary warriors, as hungry insects feast-
ed on every inch of exposed skin. Sweating 
profusely during the hot and humid days, the 
two men became filthy and were only able to 
wash as best they could during the occasional 
downpours. As the days wore on, their cloth-
ing became tattered and encrusted with dirt. 
They were lost deep in enemy territory, and 
hostile patrols were always a danger. To sur-

He Served • By Ron Lauretti
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Above: GSgt. Aulton Kohn, ret.

vive, they knew they had to keep moving. 

Finally, after 58 days, the two exhausted and bedraggled Marines 
saw some men on a distant hill. At first, they feared they might be the 
enemy, but soon reckoned the men were too tall to be Vietnamese. As 
the two elated Marines stepped from cover, six weapons were imme-
diately trained on them. 

“Don’t shoot!” both men shouted. “We’re Americans. We’re Ma-
rines!” 

Hearing this, the six Green Berets lowered their weapons in amaze-
ment, and the two men, more dead than alive, stumbled toward them.

The first question the famished Marines asked was, “Do you have 
any extra food!?” Even though it was just cold C-rations, Kohn re-
membered it as the best meal he had ever eaten. Ever! Actually, it was a 
special dinner in more ways than one, because it was his 19th birthday. 
He was alive, he was rescued, and he was no longer hungry.

The next day, a medevac helicopter flew Kohn and Campbell back 
to battalion headquarters at Quang Tri province, where they were de-
briefed and informed that the bodies of their 34 platoon mates had 
been retrieved. Next came a long hot shower, a quick physical exam, 
clean clothes, a steak dinner, and some rest. But not too much rest. 
Two days later, they were posted back to the 3rd Platoon, which, of 
course, consisted of all new replacements who would benefit from 
Kohn and Campbell’s leadership.

 
In the remaining months of Kohn’s deployment, he served as a lead-

er among the men of the 3rd Platoon, and earned several promotions. 
He also earned two Purple Hearts for being wounded in combat. The 
first time, he was shot in the leg during a firefight. An adrenaline rush 
and concern for his men kept him from paying much attention to 
his wound until a corpsman noticed blood soaking through his trou-
sers. Because the bullet did not strike bone, Kohn was able to rejoin 
his unit after two weeks. On another patrol, a sniper’s bullet caught 
Kohn near the elbow, but he stubbornly took no downtime. Instead 
he simply asked the now-very-familiar corpsman to patch up the flesh 
wound. 

In December of 1969, Kohn, a sergeant, boarded a plane for Oki-
nawa, where elements of the 3rd Marine Division rotated back and 
forth from Vietnam. During the return flight to civilization and tran-
quility, he remembered, with considerable detail, the 12 major fire-
fights in which he was involved. He lost too many good men to ever 
forget; men who became permanent members of the Walking Dead by 
making the supreme sacrifice.

Kohn spent the next six months at “the Big O,” where he was one 
of 13 combat veterans that went everywhere together as a tight group. 
One night, they were having a few drinks at an off-base club, when 
a curvy dancer with a large pet snake approached them. The men’s 
eyes opened wide when they saw the snake was her only cover. Then 
someone shoved Kohn toward the woman and her reptile companion, 
resulting in a brawl with other patrons. Before long, the Marines were 
escorted back to base by some very unfriendly MPs. The security offi-
cer saw no humor in the situation, and the salty combat veterans spent 
their last two months at Okinawa on restriction, assigned to any messy 
job needing to be done.

PFC Kohn (left) and Lance Corporal Alanzo Campbell (right), following 
their 58-day ordeal in the jungles of Vietnam 

Evidently, the run-in with military law 
didn’t make a lasting negative impression on 
Kohn. After six months at Okinawa, he re-
turned stateside, and requested reassignment 
as a Marine MP. For the next 21 years of 
duty, he served on military bases in the U.S. 
and Japan, mostly as a watch commander, 
a SWAT team instructor, or a SWAT team 
commander.

Kohn progressed to gunnery sergeant, and 
received an honorable discharge in 1991. He 
had a brief tour with the Beaufort County 
Sheriff ’s Department, adjacent to Parris Is-
land. But the call of the Marine Corps re-
mained strong, and he landed a civil service 
job on Parris Island as a mechanic at the base 
bowling alley. In 2000, he became the infor-
mation receptionist and host at the popular 
base museum. It was the perfect job for Kohn 
– and for the museum – because he was a gre-
garious guy who genuinely enjoyed greeting 
and entertaining people. And who better to 
inform the visiting families of recruits about 
Marine Corps life? 

After 43 years of serving the Corps in one 
capacity or another, Kohn finally retired. 
From the blood and guts of Vietnam to the 
spit and polish of Parris Island, this “Walk-
ing Dead” survivor led an exceptional life. 
Although he does not frequent Parris Island 
much anymore, legends live a long time.S
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dening are offered. The spring/summer session will begin in late 
March and finish the end of June by planting a cover crop. A fall/
winter session will run from late September until February. 

To qualify, a child (age 5-12) must commit to attending at least 
three Saturday sessions each month to remain in the program. The 
fee for a season is $10 per child, due the first day of each session. 
A few spaces are still available for the spring session. The deadline 
for registration and payment is March 23. If your child is interested, 
please contact Jane Kollmann at gardener52@aol.com. We also wel-
come donations for the Youth Farmer Fund to offset costs, should you 
be interested in supporting our youngest green thumbs.

Regardless of age or experience, we invite everyone to come take a 
look at Skidaway Farms. Visitors will normally find a farmer tending 
his or her plot or performing volunteer work to better the farm. There 
are currently 131 active farmer plots at Skidaway Farms, and more are 
available if you wish to join us. Currently, all raised beds are leased. 
However, there are a few regular 8-by-10-foot plots available for $100 
per year with a $75 refundable deposit. A couple of 16-by-20-foot 
plots are also available.

Remember, “There are no intentional gardening mistakes, just new 
experiments.”

To learn more about Skidaway Farms, contact Linda Dillard at 
912.200.3158 or skidawayfarms600@gmail.com or Jane Kollman at 
gardenher52@aol.com S

By Linda Dillard

How Does Your 
Garden Grow?

As I travel the U.S. sharing the benefits of community farming 
with friends and volunteers, I rarely find anything to compare 
to the experiences we enjoy on a daily basis at Skidaway Farms. 

It was established in 2011 with a helping hand from Skidaway Audu-
bon, The Landings Club, and many friends providing funds, hours of 
labor, and love. The camaraderie is immeasurable, and nobody passes 
through the gates feeling like a stranger.

Recently, I visited a church community garden in Chandler, Ari-
zona, that my sister-in-law, Barbara Dillard, has been instrumental in 
reviving. She visited Skidaway Farms last spring, inspired that theirs 
could be as special as ours. Yes, it can, but it does not have near the 
buy-in to build a sustainable garden as we do at the Landings. 

Our last expected frost date is in mid-March, with a 30 percent 
chance of a late frost. This means it is time to amend your beds with 
your preferred compost or cow manure. During a recent chat with my 
plot neighbor, Farmer Kevin, he asked if I had ordered compost. As-
suring him I had, he replied, “Well, you know, you can walk through 
the gardens and tell which people understand the importance of 
amending their soil. Some beds grow, others, not.” 

Judging by Farmer Kevin’s lettuce, he’s a seasoned amend-er. 

Some people believe farming is innate. It may be, but it can be 
learned. It only requires an interest and willingness to share your ex-
pertise, and learn from more experienced farmers. Some of the most 
interested students are our Landing’s youth, a true testament to culti-
vating a love of gardening. Jane Kollman, one of our expert gardeners, 
teaches children every detail of becoming an expert gardener. She in-
structs them on the properties and importance of good soil, amending 
your soil, ideal ground temperature for planting, weeding, mulching, 
pollinators, groundcover options, proper harvesting, and being a good 
neighboring gardener.

Farmer Jane meets with children at Skidaway Farms on Saturday 
mornings from 8:30 to 11-ish, depending on the tasks for the day. 
Beyond the group gardening lessons, the Children’s Garden Program 
offers committed young farmers divided plots where they choose their 
plantings and manage their own gardens under the supervision of 
Farmer Jane and a parent. I sometimes look at their gardens and won-
der why their produce looks so much larger or healthier than mine.

Two programs of group gardening and individual/team plot gar-

How Does Your 
Garden Grow?
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and what dish you’ll bring (appetizer, entree, 
veggie/salad/side or dessert). To become an 
SIBC member, go to skidawayislandboating-
club.org. Boat ownership is not required.

REEL FUN
WHAT:  Jewish Women of the Landings 
Movie Club 
WHEN:  Monday, Feb. 25, 10 a.m.
WHERE:  Member’s home 
CONTACT:  annettecarnow@gmail.com to 
reserve a place since seating is limited
WHAT ELSE:  The selection for February is 
“Three Identical Strangers,” a documentary 
of the joyous, Improbable story of identical 
triplets separated at birth and how they found 
each other. It also reveals the dark secrets 
behind the well-respected Jewish Adoption 
Agency responsible for their placements. 

OPENING NIGHT
WHAT: Skidaway Rotary presents “The Best 
of Savannah Theatre at the Plantation Club”
WHEN: Tuesday and Wednesday, Feb. 26 and 
27. Buffet 6 p.m.; show 7 p.m.
HOW MUCH: Tickets: $125 includes buffet 
and show 
CONTACT: Susan Kleine, 598.4234 or savan-
nahsue@bellsouth.net
WHAT ELSE: Benefits Hesse School. For 
sponsorships, contact dsnuggerud@me.com.

THUMBS UP
WHAT: Landlovers Green Thumb Club 
WHEN:  Wednesday, March 6, 2019, 9:30 
a.m.-11:30 a.m.
WHERE:  Messiah Lutheran Church 
HOW MUCH: Open to members of Green 
Thumb Club and Landlovers, $5 guest fee 
CONTACT:  Kate Kastner, 912.999.6564 or 
katekastner@icloud.com 
WHAT ELSE:  TLA will present an overview 
of the ongoing efforts to restore the landscape 
of the Landings following Hurricanes Matthew 
and Irma. With so many trees and shrubs to 
replace, we’ll learn how TLA staff select and 
maintain trees and how residents might also 
make wise choices in tree selection and care.

GARDEN PARTY
WHAT:  LWGA annual member/member golf 
tournament
WHEN:  Tuesday and Wednesday March 12 
to 13, 9 a.m.
WHERE: Oakridge and Plantation courses, 
the Landings
HOW MUCH:  $50/person
CONTACT:  Nancy Lieb – liebnancy55@

gmail.com
WHAT ELSE:  Get with your partner now 
(maximum handicap differential between 
team members is 10). Sign-up online for the 
Skidaway or Club named tees; or sign-up as a 
single at the Plantation Pro Shop and we’ll find 
you a partner. Deadline is March 1. Format is 
Modified Scotch on Day 1 and Net Better Ball 
on Day 2. Photos will be taken on Day 1, so 
wear your garden party hat. Entry fee includes 
tee gift, prizes, and luncheon on the second 
day.

DONATIONS ACCEPTED
WHAT:  Landlovers Flea Market Intake
WHEN: Saturday, March 2, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; 
Sunday, March 3, noon - 3:30 p.m.; Monday, 
March 4, 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
WHERE: Landings Association parking lot
CONTACT: landingsfleamarket@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Now is the time to search your 
closets, garages, and attics for unloved and 
unused treasures. The key to the Landlovers’ 
Flea Market success is lots of merchandise. 
Please donate generously during intake days. 
Your donations are tax-deductible.

TOP OF THE POPS
WHAT: Special Pops Invitational 
WHEN:  March 2, 11 a.m.
WHERE:  Marshwood Tennis Courts, the 
Landings
CONTACT:  404.395.8691, Specialpopsten-
nis-savannah.com
WHAT ELSE: This one-day event invites 
athletes with intellectual challenges to attend 
our tennis and pickleball clinic. Lunch, dinner 
and an after party are also offered.

BODY AND SOUL
WHAT: Exercise Class at Skidaway Island 
United Methodist Church 
WHEN: Mondays and Wednesdays beginning 
March 4 Basic Mat Pilates (9:15 a.m.-10:15 
a.m.); and Sit-Fit! (10:15 a.m.–11:15 a.m.). 
WHERE: Skidaway Island United Methodist 
Church, 54 Diamond Casueway, Savannah
CONTACT: For more information or to 
register:  visit www.siumc.org/exercise or call 
912.598.7981. 
WHAT ELSE: Classes will be led by Elena 
Bennett, an A.C.S.M certified fitness instruc-
tor. 

DINNER IS SERVED
WHAT: Landlovers Food, Friends and Fun 
WHEN: Saturday, March 16. Deadline to sign 
up is March 7

WHERE: At member’s homes
CONTACT: To RSVP and for any questions, 
please contact Hannah Burtnik at hburtnik@
gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Our dining group meets at 
members’ homes for either a sit-down dinner 
where host prepares an entree for 6-8 fellow 
Landlovers, with each attendee bringing part 
of the meal or for cocktail parties where guests 
bring a dish to share and their own beverage. 
Host will rotate monthly so everyone gets 
to be a host at least once and a guest many 
times. Please indicate whether you are a single 
or couple if you want to be guests. If you can 
host, please indicate how many guests you 
can accommodate. Maximum participation is 
based on the number of host homes.

FLEA FOR YOUR LIVES
WHAT: Landings Landlovers Flea Market
WHEN: Saturday, March 9, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
WHERE: Messiah Lutheran Church at 1 West 
Ridge Rd., opposite Publix
HOW MUCH: Free admission
CONTACT: landingsfleamarket@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Cash sales only. Check out 
at each table venue. Come early for the best 
bargains.

TAG, YOU’RE IT
WHAT:  Telfair Academy Guild (TAG) 
Meeting
WHEN:  Monday, March 11, 10 a.m. - coffee 
reception; 10:30 a.m. - meeting and lecture
WHERE:  Jepson Center for the Arts 
WHAT ELSE:  Members and their guests are 
welcome to attend. Guest speaker Alexandra 
Sachs, executive director of SCAD FASH and 
the university’s Atlanta galleries and exhibi-
tions, will present “Text to Textile,” the  exhi-
bition at SCAD FASH Museum of Fashion + 
Film. Ms. Sachs will discuss the making of the 
SCAD exhibition and its myriad sources of 
inspiration.

HELP A HOMELESS HERO
WHAT: Tiny House Project
WHEN: Tuesday, March 11, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
WHERE: private Landings residence, to be 
announced
CONTACT: Make your reservation by email 
to tomham100@gmail.com. For more infor-
mation, visit www.homelessauthority.org
WHAT ELSE: A fund-raising event to benefit 
the Chatham Savannah Authority for the 
Homeless, to continue building small, 128-sq.
ft. houses for homeless veterans at 75 Dundee 
Street

BRUSH WITH 
GREATNESS

WHAT: “Points of View,” by Karen 
Macek
WHEN: March 1 to April 30
WHERE: The Landings Company Real 
Estate and Welcome Center
CONTACT: 912.598.0500
WHAT ELSE: M-F, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.;  
Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

PRETTY AS A PICTURE
WHAT: Art show featuring the works of 
Carmen Maria Aguirre
WHEN: March 1-31; Artist’s reception - 
March 7, 5 - 8 p.m.
WHERE: JEA Art Gallery, 5111 Aber-
corn St. Savannah
CONTACT: Vicky Lunick 
912.355.8111
WHAT ELSE: Aguirre is a figurative 
painter working in oil on canvas and/
or panel. She spent her formative years 
in Miami, where she received her BFA 
from Barry University. She pursued 
post-graduate work with the Spanish 
classical painter, Amadeo Roca Gisbert. 
Returning to Miami, Aguirre developed 
a career as a graphic artist, becoming the 
editor of the magazine section of Diario 
Las Americas, one of the most important 
Spanish newspapers in the U.S. dedi-
cated to the Hispanic community. She 
moved to Savannah in 2016 to concen-
trate on her career as a painter.

Complete Island Hopping listings are now online! Just visit www.theskinnie.com and click “Read.”

THE NEW YOU
WHAT:  Are you a New Neighbors member?
CONTACT:  To join, go to the website 
and click on Membership, or contact Deb 
Werner at nnnewmember@gmail.com or 
912.660.0174
WHAT ELSE:  New Neighbors is a very 
active club open to any individual who lives 
at The Landings on a full- or part-time basis, 
is over the age of 21 and has never belonged 
to the Landings New Neighbors.  The club 
offers more than 250 different activities, tours 

and events for you to enjoy. Go to www.
landingsnewneighbors.com to see more 
examples of how exciting New Neigh-

bors can be. 

GOTTA LOVE IT
WHAT: Join Landlovers
CONTACT:  Landlovers Membership Chair, 
Lynn Stephens at Landloversmembership@
gmail.com or 912.228.5383
WHAT ELSE: Landlovers Club is open to all 
Landings residents, and offers both social and 
philanthropic activities. To learn more about 
our activities and fundraisers, visit Landing-
slandlovers.com and click on “The Happen-
ings” tab on the left.

BE A DECENT DOCENT
WHAT:  Davenport House Museum Docent 
Training Program
WHEN:  February 2019 (4 dates)
WHERE:  Davenport House Museum, 324 E. 
State Street, Savannah
HOW MUCH:  Free of charge
CONTACT:  Sheena Fulkerson, 
912.236.8097; sfulkerson@davenporthouse-
museum.org, davenporthousemuseum.org
WHAT ELSE:  Davenport House volunteer 
docent/tour guide training is offered in Feb-
ruary. This is a four-week training program.  
Docents lead tours and assist with programs 
for people from around the world who visit 
the historic house.

PAJAMA PARTY
WHAT: Snuggle Up with Good Books – a 
special pajama party story hour
WHEN: Friday, Feb. 22, 6:30 p.m.
WHERE:  The Village Library Children’s 
Room

WHAT ELSE:  Children ages 3 to 6 years old 
are invited. Please wear your favorite pajamas 
and bring a stuffed animal or doll. 

RACQUET SQUAD
WHAT: Special Pops Tennis and Beyond
WHEN:  Saturdays Feb. 23, March 9 and 
March 16, at 1:30 p.m.
WHERE:  Franklin Creek Sports Complex
CONTACT:  404.395.8691, Specialpopsten-
nis-savannah.com
WHAT ELSE:  Enriching the lives and well 
being of athletes with intellectual challenges, 
this program focuses on tennis and pickleball 
instruction, health/nutrition, and socialization.

PET PROJECT
WHAT:  SAVE-A-LIFE at Abercorn Street 
PetSmart Charities Adoptathon Event
WHEN:  Saturday, Feb. 23, from 12:30 p.m. 
to 3:30-ish p.m.
WHERE:  PetSmart Store, 111320 Abercorn 
St.
HOW MUCH: Free to meet the rescued pets
CONTACT:  Please give a Save-A-Life rescued 
and vetted pet a chance to steal your heart. For 
more information, please leave a message and 
your telephone number at 912.598.SPAY.

MINOR KEYS
WHAT: Competition for Young Pianists
WHEN: Saturday, Feb. 23, at 3 p.m.
WHERE: St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
HOW MUCH: Free
CONTACT: Tim McKee, 598.7242 ext. 5, or 
tmckee@stpeterssavannah.org
WHAT ELSE: Savannah’s aspiring solo piano 
students and duet teams compete for cash 
prizes.

POTLUCK PEOPLE
WHAT: SIBC annual “Tall Tales” potluck 
dinner
WHEN: Thursday, Feb. 24, 6 p.m.
WHERE: Skidaway Island State Park
HOW MUCH: Free 
CONTACT: siboatingclub@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Skidaway Island Boating Club’s 
annual Potluck Dinner will be held around 
the cozy fireplace in the park’s group shelter 
building. Attendees must BYOB and RSVP to 
siboatingclub@gmail.com with your name(s) 

Please email content to mail@theskinnie.com. 
Deadline is the Friday prior to publication. 

island h  p  i  go  p n
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ACCOUNTING
Accounting/Income Tax CPA Services • Landings 
resident Bob Stiehler, CPA, provides personal and 
small business accounting and income tax services. 
Expertise in addressing investment and retirement 
income, rental properties, K1s, small business, part-
nerships, estate and trusts as well as IRS notices, au-
dits and assessments. Contact Bob, 678.936.2970, or 
email bob.stiehler@yahoo.com, www.bsats.com

AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICE/REPAIR

Impact Air, LLC • We service/repair all brands of Air 
Conditioning & Heating equipment.  Services range 
from duct repairs to replacement of an entire HVAC 
system. With over 20 years of experience, you are sure 
to receive quality work at a fair price.  We also offer 
maintenance plans to keep your HVAC system(s) 
operating efficiently.  Call Dan Abel, 912.667.1472    
Licensed & Insured GA Lic# CN211101

AUCTIONS
Andy Kramer Auctions  • Now accepting quality 
consignments. Complete liquidation services. Pick 
up service available. Serving Savannah since 1994. 
Join us for a big antiques and collectibles auction, 
Monday, March 4 at 6 pm. 8890 Abercorn St, across 
from Carmax. 912.353.8822. GA lic #2538. See our 
ad on page 22.

AUTO REPAIR
Dixie Motors, Inc. • Serving Savannah since 1980. 
From minor to major repairs on all makes and mod-
els. We offer 30-minute oil change service. Towing 
available. Fleet service available. A/C experts. Na-
tionwide warranty. Conveniently located at 2013 
E. Victory Drive (across the parking lot from Home 
Depot).  355.3568.

BABY SITTING/NANNY/
ELDER CARE/CAREGIVING

Eldercare, childcare, home or pet sitting. CPR cer-
tified 24+ years’ hospital services. Please call Susan 
Gotch at 912.598.8720 (H) or 954.661.2205 (C) 
References available upon request.

A Step Above Care, LLC • We are a care agency that 
thrives on giving you the BEST services to meet all 
of your daily needs at an AFFORDABLE rate. We 
specialize in caring for people with Dementia, Alzhei-
mer’s, Autism and Parkinson’s. We also have services 
for pets, children and pregnant women. We have over 
15 years experience and excellent references. We are 
licensed & bonded. 912.507.7174. Email: denise-
washington73@gmail.com

Supreme Care Home Service • Lending a helping 
hand! Private duty caregivers offering personal and 
respite care. Light housekeeping and cooking; com-
panionship; medicine reminders. Pet care/walking 
etc. Give us a call at 912.414.0102

CARPET CLEANING
Diamond Carpet & Textile Services • Carpeting, 
Upholstery, Orientals, Tile and Grout, Wood Floor-
ing.  2016/2017 Angie’s List Super Service Award 
Winner; IICRC Certified Firm. Don’t just have it 
done, have it Done Well! 912.349.7115. www.dia-
mondcarpetandtextileservices.com 

CLEANING SERVICES
Got chaos? Hubbard’s Maid Service will restore order 
to your home. Serving successful people in our com-
munity since 2004, Hubbard’s Maid Service hires 
friends and neighbors to help keep your home spot-
less. Give us a call for a price quote at 912.961.9131.

Landings Cleaning Group • Landings Cleaning 
Group, Inc. has been in business since 1986. We are 
well reviewed, trustworthy, and dependable and we 
are dedicated to pleasing every client we serve. Our 
company Is bonded and fully Insured. We strive 
for excellence. Our motto and belief since 1986 is: 
Pleasing You Keeps Us In Business. Please contact 
me, Dianne Marrow, family owned and operated, 
912.598.7703 for an estimate. 

COMPUTER SERVICES
OnSite Network Services, LLC • Jacob Dimond 
providing prompt and professional computer services 
to Landings’ residents for over 13 years. Specializing 
in repair and upgrading of Windows and Apple com-
puters, laptops, iPads, iPhone, virus/spyware and ad-
ware removal. New computer sales, transfer files and 
programs to new computer. Setup wireless networks, 
printers and smart TVs. Lightening/power surge re-
pairs and Data Recovery.  Free phone consultations.  
Call 598.2990 or 507.2693, 7 days a week.

Savannah Computer Services, Inc. • Professionally 
serving coastal areas of Georgia and South Carolina 
for over 25 years. We specialize in PCs, Macs, and 
most IT equipment with a full spectrum of services 
including but not limited to installation, network-
ing, cabling, diagnostic and repair, upgrades, data 
recovery, virus removal and prevention, moving/re-
location, and consulting. Specialty business offerings 
include VOIP phones, high speed internet circuits 
with failover, and hosted cloud backup services. En-
joy fast and convenient on-site service, FREE pickup 
and delivery, or remote service by appointment only. 
Quotes are always free and no travel charge within 
our local area of coverage. Call Mike and Cyndy Ta-
bakian 912.756.7868 or visit our web site at savan-
nahcomputer.com

COOLSCULPTING® BY
COOL BODY CONTOURING

20% discount for Skinnie readers. FDA cleared 
non-surgical procedure to eliminate fatty areas for 
good. NOW OFFERING DualSculpting™ and Ad-
vantage Applicators allowing entire abdomen or love 
handles to be completely treated in about one hour. 
Only available in Savannah at Cool Body Contour-

ing. Free consultation at 9100 White Bluff Rd, Suite 
102. Call 912.200.6000 Martin E Everhard, MD, 
PhD, FACS

DOOR SCREENS
Phantom Screens • The Phantom Screen’s unique 
retractable design means it is there when you need it 
and disappears when you do not. Designed for doors, 
windows and large openings up to 25 ft. wide, we 
have a Phantom screen to meet your needs. Available 
in a variety of colors to compliment your home décor. 
Call 912.552.2331 or visit phantomscreens.com.

DRIVER
“Uber Phil” is back on the Landings! I only do cash 
rides starting at $45 cash, early morning rides to the 
airport are $55 cash. If you need to you use the Uber 
app, I only do UberXL.” 912.224.0619 texting works 
best.

FOR SALE
GRAND PIANO • Yamaha Disklavier baby Grand 
Piano. Model DGC1E3S PE purchased new from 
Yamaha June 2015. Original MSRP $39,900. In 
like New Condition. Disklavier Playback system has 
50 plus albums loaded. Landings resident. $20,500. 
Jack Cawthon – JRC.CAC@gmail.com or call 
912.695.0422

Mustang for Sale • 2013 with 2973 miles, white 
GT 420 convertible, magnaflo exhaust, KN cold 
air intake, 5.0 floor and trunk matts, micro carbon 
fibre racing stripes. Always garaged. Asking $24K, 
404.513.0596, 912.358.0757

FRAMING
Sandfly Custom Framing • We are a full-service 
custom frame shop with over 2,000 mouldings to 
choose from.  All work performed in house to en-
sure quality control. Owned and operated by Judi 
Weaver with over 22 years experience. Shadow boxes, 
mirrors, stitch art, diplomas, specialty matting, por-
traits, paintings. Original art and prints from area 
artists available. Consider Sandfly Custom Framing: 
“When Quality Matters.” 8413-B Ferguson Ave.  
912.691.1333.

GOLF CARTS
Golf Carts of Savannah • We are well stocked with 
factory remanufactured top-of-the-line E-Z-GO 
RXV and Club Car Precedent models. Carts are 2010 
models or newer. Landings package equipped with 
fine accessories. All carts have new batteries, warran-
ty, battery charger and come with owner’s manual 
and free delivery. Special orders don’t upset us. It’s 
your cart, get it the way you want it. For golf or plea-
sure, you chose 2, 4, or 6-passenger. We service what 
we sell. Call Dana Oliver at 354.1113

ACROSS
01. Yoda is one in “Star Wars”
05. Relating to the Pope
10. BTU part
14. Jazzy Fitzgerald
15. Eat away at
16. Anti-fur org.
17. Black OR White
19. Did the crawl
20. Cereal that’s “Kid Tested, Mother
      Approved”
21. Gaunt
22. Strong, finely spun cotton (anagram for
      ELLIS)
23. Circus big top, e.g.
24. Pea holder
26. Hawaiian greetings
29. Popular summer beverage
30. Broadcast again
31. Opposite of ‘odds’
32. Kind of wooden leg
35. Like fine red wine
36. Black THROUGH White
37. Batman or Robin
38. Ghostly utterance
39. Love, Italian style
40. Way to a man’s heart?
41. In a wily manner
43. Bivalve with an elongated, dark shell
44. Disease that killed Tchaikovsky 
      (anagram for HER COLA)
46. Alphabetize
47. Caucasian, in Hawaii
48. Longfellow’s Italian bell town
49. Yellowish shade of green
52. All sorts
53. Black AND White
56. Author of “Night”, ___ Wiesel
57. Swashbuckling ___ Flynn
58. “Shoo, cat!”
59. Shoe inserts?
60. Elegant window curtain
61. Angel’s ‘headpiece’

DOWN
01. Sudden yank
02. K thru 12
03. 559, to Cicero

04. Actor, ___ McKellen (Gandalph in
      “Lord of the Rings”)
05. Nuts used in Southern pies
06. Isn’t, for two
07. Kind of belly
08. Fuss
09. “___ Miserables”
10. Pineapple ___-down cake
11. Black ON White
12. Writer, ___ Calvino
13. Broken, as a bronc
18. Home of St. Bonaventure U.
22. Tennis ‘do-overs’
23. Sound of a shot put landing
24. Part of a play 
25. Kid’s counting word
26. Man from Mecca
27. Popular toy plastic building block
28. Black AROUND White
29. White THROUGH black
31. Deadly viral disease named after an

      African river
33. Prominent Art Deco artist
34. Objective
36. UAE leader
37. Throw a dinner party
39. “A Death in the Family” author
40. Pertaining to gold
42. Ready to start (two words)
43. Esprit de corps
44. Head honcho
45. Only black woman to win Best Actress
      Oscar, ___ Berry 
46. Barber’s strap
48. ___cadabra
49. Large South American rodent 
50. List ender
51. Regarding
53. U.K. Z
54. Screw up
55. ___Kosh B’gosh (children’s apparel)

*For each puzzle a relatively difficult set of clues (Challenger) will accompany the first printing. In the subsequent issue,
the same puzzle will appear with an easier set of clues (Standard) Email questions/comments to puzzler@theskinnie.com

$20 each, with a maximum of 50 words • $5 for each additional 10 words • Contact Teri Grayson at 598.9715 or email classifieds@theskinnie.com

Shades of Gray?

Puzzle answers, page 31
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GROUT CLEANING/
RESTORATION

Grout Busters • Complete tile & grout cleaning 
service. Complete grout color change, color resto-
ration & stain protection with epoxy sealer. Over 20 
designer colors available. Tub & shower cleaning & 
re-grouting also available. Serving the Landings since 
1995. 912.429.0420.

GUNS
Guns Wanted • Top cash paid. Ortiz Custom Guns, 
Master Gunsmith. Firearms Manufacturer. 7 East 
Montgomery Cross Roads, Savannah’s Firearms 
Source. www.ortizcustomguns.com, 912.925.0799.

HAIR STYLING
Styles by Joanne • Professional family stylist with 
over 14 years’ experience. Specializing In color, high-
lights, and perms. Maria’s Salon, 8106 Waters Ave-
nue, Savannah. Tuesday through Friday, 9 to 5:30; 
Saturday, 9 to 2. Call for appointment. 912.508.2758 

Murray’s Barber Shop • Barber Shop for Men and 
Boys. Walk-ins only! Tu-Th:10-6,Fri:10-4,Sat:9-1 
Located in Sandfly next to Lair’s Automotive. 8524 
Ferguson Ave. 912.349.3531

HELP WANTED
TRAVEL ADVISOR  • Leisure Travel consultant 
needed for upscale travel agency with excellent 
working environment.  Agency experience preferred 
although extensive domestic & international destina-
tion would be considered.  Computer Skills necessary.  
Must be enthusiastic with outstanding customer ser-
vice skills.  E-mail resume to info@fourseasonstrvl.
com or leave with receptionist at Four Seasons Travel. 

HOMES
Are you thinking about selling your home? I have 
buyers interested in buying your house! We also of-
fer FREE design consultations, staging, professional 
photography and local marketing! Mention this ad 
and get a reduced rate commission! Nicole Casino 
with Savannah Real Estate Experts, 912.356.0006 or 
912.598.6250

HOME IMPROVEMENT/
REMODELING

Peterson Custom Works, Inc. • Complete Home 
Remodeling and Construction Contractor. Custom 
Kitchens and Baths. Additions, Screened Porch-
es, Decks. Certified Pella Window/Door Installer. 
Roofing Experts. Stucco Specialist. Concrete, Pav-
ers, Hardscapes. Water Damage Restoration Cer-
tified. Foundation structural repair experts.  Home 
Inspector Certified. Wood Rot, Pressure Washing, 
and Painting. Design Consultation Services Avail-
able. Licensed and Insured Georgia Contractors 

#RBQA004670. Free Estimates. Home: 351.0716 or 
cell: 656.8842.

John Hodges Construction, Inc. • We specialize in 
window and door replacement and repair. We¹re a 
Pella and Marvin certified contractor. We also spe-
cialize in exterior siding, decks, service fence and 
trim. Interior remodeling: Kitchen, bathrooms, and 
trim. No job too small. Serving the Landings since 
1982. Call 313.2767.

Grout Busters • Complete tile & grout cleaning 
service. Complete grout color change, color resto-
ration & stain protection with epoxy sealer. Over 
20 designer colors available. Tub & shower cleaning 
& re-grouting available. Serving the Landings since 
1995. 912.429.0420.

Coastal Restoration and Remodelers • Commer-
cial and residential. New homes, additions and cus-
tom designs. Kitchen and baths, flooring, decks and 
porches, windows and siding, roofing and gutters. 
Landings resident. Also, please see our display ad. 
Call us today at 912.313.3252

Jerry Emerick Home Improvements • Roof, chim-
ney, and attic power ventilators, rain gutter, gutter 
guard and cleaning, pressure washing, wood rot, attic 
and crawl space, louver screening, crawl space vapor 
barrier, and much more. All types of home repair. No 
job too small. Call Jerry 912.604.4496.

INTERIOR DESIGN
AND DECORATING

Debbie’s Decorating • For over 20 years, through-
out the United States, I’ve designed and decorated 
homes, offices and new construction. I would love to 
assist you in updating your home! Please call now to 
book your appointment with Landings resident Deb-
bie Leecock. Phone 214.405.0989 or visit my website 
at www.dleecock.com. 

DesignFix • Thinking of updating or refreshing your 
home décor but don’t want to pay expensive interior 
design fees? Getting ready to sell your home or new 
to the neighborhood? DesignFix can help with fur-
niture and accessory arrangement, fabric, paint, and 
wallpaper selection and much more! Whether you 
are moving in or just moving the furniture around, I 
can help you design the home you desire. Please call 
Landings resident, Bobbie Battista at 404.402.7494 
to book an appointment today.

LANDSCAPING/LAWN CARE
Grassmaster Lawn Care • We offer complete land-
scape management with year round service. Our 
services also include fertilization, insect, weed, and 
fungus control, along with lawn and shrub programs. 
We are your total lawn care service. We also offer 
landscaping, i.e. lawn renovation and sodding. Li-

censed and Insured. Free estimates. Please call Mike 
Schuman at 354.8856.

New Leaf Landscape Management • As Skidaway 
Island residents, we understand your need to main-
tain a beautiful well-kept lawn. New Leaf Landscape 
Management specializes in full service lawn mainte-
nance and fertilization, debris removal and profes-
sional landscaping design/ installation. With over 
10 years in the industry, we have developed strong 
relationships with local companies to deliver superior 
products for your home at the utmost competitive 
prices. Please call for your no obligation lawn eval-
uation and free quote. Thank you! 912.656.9088 or 
912.210.9773. Licensed and Insured.

Scott’s Lawn Service, LLC • Customer service you 
deserve! We are committed to providing the most 
reliable lawn care service and maintenance. Offering 
complete lawn care needs including lawn mowing, 
edging, pruning, hedge trimming, blowing, sprin-
kler repairs, blowing the roof, and installing sod, 
pine straw, mulch and fertilizer. Call today for a free 
estimate. Let us maintain your property, so you can 
enjoy it. Licensed and insured. 912.656.8472

Treemaster, Inc. • We offer these services for all of 
your tree needs: trimming, pruning, and removal. We 
also offer stump grinding. We’re bonded and insured.  
24-hour emergency service.  We accept all major 
credit cards except Discover. We are the sister com-
pany of Grassmaster, owned by Landings residents, 
Mike and Diane Schuman. Call us at 912.598.0140.

One Way Landscape Services, Inc. • Since 1979. 
Year-round landscape care and maintenance. Mow-
ing, edging, string trimming, blowing, shrub trim-
ming, weed spraying, debris removal. Scheduled 
lawn and shrub fertilization and pest control. Walk 
behind mowers offered. Many Landings references. 
Also one-time shrub trimming jobs, reclaiming over-
grown property, brush clearing, small tree pruning 
and removal, and more. Commercial or residential. 
925.5625 or 658.3270. 

LIFT CHAIRS
Power reclining lift chairs available in all sizes, 
fabrics and features. Correct spinal alignment and 
improved circulation. Lifts you on your feet with a 
touch of a button. Sit & Sleep Mattress...1110 Eisen-
hower Dr., 912.355.2331. See our display ad.

MOVING & DELIVERY
Specialty Moving and Delivery • Residential and 
Commercial Relocation Specialists Local & Long 
Distance. Offering Household Moving & Rear-
ranging, Business Relocation & Inter-office Mov-
ing,  Pickup & Delivery Service, Installation & As-
sembly, Loading & Unloading, Packing & Crating, 
Shipping & Receiving, Warehousing & Storage and 

Packing Supplies. Specializing in Items that Require 
Special Care including: Fine Furniture & Pianos, Art 
& Antiques, Office Furniture & Systems, Business 
Machines & Electronics and Medical & Institutional 
Equipment. Serving the Landings for over 20 years. 
Licensed & Insured. References. Call 925.9528.

Gracious Moves • Landings Resident/Realtor® /
Move Manager, Brooke Bass has been assisting 
families since 1985.  Moving simplified from A to 
Z:  Prepare home for sale, list and sell, sort, pack, 
organize, floor plan, stage, unpack, setup, hang art, 
remove boxes on moving day! NAR® Outstanding 
Service Award! www.GraciousMoves.com; Brooke@ 
GraciousMoves.com; Call Brooke, 912.655.9299.

PAINTING &
POWER WASHING

Peterson Custom Works, Inc. • For highest quality 
interior/exterior painting, wood-rot repair, pressure 
washing, window and door replacement. Licensed 
and insured. Georgia license #RBQA004670.  Ten 
years experience on Skidaway Island. References 
available. 351.0716 or 656.8842.

Islands Painting • Proudly serving the Landings for 
over 20 years. We specialize in custom interior and 
exterior painting. We also do pressure washing of 
homes, sidewalks, driveways, etc. Wallpaper removal 
and much more!! Thank you for your consideration. 
Please see my reviews at TLA. Call Tommy Rigdon: 
912.308.4601 or email: tjrigdon@yahoo.com.

LUKSCOLOR PAINTING SERVICES • Licensed 
& Insured. Quality painting at an affordable price 
done by someone you can trust! No job too small. 
References available...Creating beautiful homes in the 
Savannah/Chatham County area for over 13  years. 
Call Andrey Ribeiro for free estimates, 912.713.9578. 
Email: andrey.lukscolor@gmail.com / Website:www.
lukscolorpainting.com

KCD Pressure Cleaning/Window Washing • Our 
team provides exceptional service!  Pressure Cleaning, 
Soft Wash & Window Washing – Houses, driveways, 
roofs, decks & more.  Residential and commercial 
properties.  Call Keith Kilgore today at 912.660.3179 
or email us at kcdpressurecleaning@gmail.com Find 
out our monthly special and set up a free estimate.

Motley Crew Power Wash • Locally owned and 
operated.  We offer: Soft wash cleaning of exterior; 

pressure washing of driveways, walkways, concrete 
patios, and wood decks; Safe, Soft Roof cleaning; 
Landings. Strong work values and professional eti-
quette. Jobs are always kept neat and clean. FREE 
estimates and our work is always guaranteed. Call 
Terry at 912.667.8779

Island Painting • Small projects or entire homes. 
Free estimates. Call 912.665.7299

Soap on a Rope • Power washing, window cleaning 
and more. Local, professional, personable, and fully 
insured. Voted Savannah’s best 2018! From homes to 
high-rises. 912.233.1544 soaponaropeinc.com

PETS
Peaceful Pets • Planning a trip out of town?  Or do 
you work long hours and need someone to take your 
pet out for a restroom break?  Peaceful Pets is a Pet 
Sitting Service that can do this.  I offer affordable 
rates and overnight visits. Call 912.707.1707 for 
pricing, www.peacefulpetssavannah.com.

The Cat’s Meow and Dogs 2 • We offer daily visits, 
dog walking and overnight stays in your home. Let 
a reliable, responsible and caring person take care of 
your pet while you are away. Reasonable rates and 
Landings residents! For cats call Teri @ 598.9901 
or 655.5210 and for dogs call Greg and Kaye @ 
429.5329.

Susan’s Faithful Friend • Let me care for your furry 
friends when you cannot.  We offer daily visits and 
overnight stays.  Responsible Landings resident since 
1998 and dog and cat owner since forever!  Call Su-
san Moore 912.604.8790.  Check out my website for 
rates and services at www.susansfaithfulfriend.com

The Hipster Hound  • Yappy Hour, Every Friday 
5-7:30 pm. $7 Self Serve Dog Washes. 15% of bakery 
and chew bar items. 1 Diamond Causeway, Kroger 
Shopping center next to Pizza Hut. 912.349.7640.

SENIOR CARE
Comfort Keepers • Comfort Keepers of Savannah, 
GA differs from most at home health care providers 
by offering more home care options and a team care 
approach to providing services to the people we care 
for. Our expert caregivers provide customized care 
plans, and we provide the next level of care through 
private duty nurses who make it possible to keep 
your loved one at home. Contact Comfort Keepers: 

912.356.0111, savannah-605.comfortkeepers.com

SERVICES
The Original Guy Friday with Truck • Need help 
moving, cleaning your garage or attic, rearranging 
furniture or hauling away unwanted items or yard 
waste? When you need a hand, call me, George, I can 
help! 912.660.0432 or 912.598.1661.

Sandfly Custom Framing • We are a full service 
custom frame shop with over 2,000 mouldings to 
choose from.  All work performed in house to ensure 
quality control. Owned and operated by Judi Weaver 
with over 20 years experience. Shadow boxes, mir-
rors, stitch art, diplomas, specialty matting, portraits, 
paintings. Original art and prints from area artists 
also available. Consider Sandfly Custom Framing: 
“When Quality Matters.” 8413-B Ferguson Ave.  
912.691.1333.

Island Property Management & House Sitting 
• 10 years an island resident. Short term or long 
term. No job too big or small, we handle them all. 
598.9901 or 655.5210

TREE SERVICES
Treemaster, Inc. • We offer these services for all of 
your tree needs: trimming, pruning, and removal. We 
also offer stump grinding. We’re bonded and insured.  
24-hour emergency service.  We accept all major 
credit cards except Discover. We are the sister com-
pany of Grassmasters, owned by Landings residents, 
Mike and Diane Schuman. Call us at 912.598.0140.

WINDOW CLEANING
Clearview Coastal • We are Savannah’s oldest win-
dow and pressure washing company and we’ve been 
exceeding expectations for over 25 years.  Savannah 
Magazine readers voted us “Best Pressure Washing 
Company”. We offer window cleaning, pressure 
washing, window restoration, and gutter cleaning.  
Excellent references available upon request. Profes-
sional, motivated staff. We also offer commercial ser-
vices. Call 351.9960 or www.clearviewcoastal.com.

The Skinnie Classifieds listings are now online! Just visit www.theskinnie.com and click “Classifieds.”
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