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Kudos to the innovators. The organizations and individuals – busi-
nesses, social service providers, healthcare institutions, educators, pub-
lic safety specialists, artists, shelf-stockers, baristas, warriors, neigh-
bors, friends, volunteers (this is an incomplete list) – who refrain from 
starting every conversation by affirming a collective malaise. Those 
who have found ways to be available to and serve the rest of us when 
forces are aligned to discourage them from doing so. Markets tend to 
reward creativity and tenacity, especially when they coexist. Here’s to 
the winners, and those committed to finding ways to win. 

I operate several businesses (including The Skinnie) and I am in-
volved with a number of public-benefit social enterprises in our re-
gion. Across this network of enterprises and colleagues, we have rallied 
around a single principle: Find a way – no matter how difficult – to 
be available for people who need or want what we provide. As a re-
sult, we have enjoyed the privilege of welcoming new guests, clients, 
customers, team members, collaborators, partners into our communi-
ty-focused ecosystem, and we are stronger for it. 

Maybe you haven’t noticed – if not, shame on us for failing to tell 
the story well – but the Savannah Philharmonic, bolstered by the ad-
ditions of major-league leadership talent – music and artistic direc-
tor Keitaro Harada and executive director Dr. Amy Williams – has 
been playing for you, without interruption, across a variety of chan-
nels and platforms, both digital and live. Living, breathing (through 
masks), in-person audiences have enjoyed Phil music, as have viewers 
across the world online. We’ve remained true to our mission: enter-
taining, inspiring and building our community, along the way. And 
we’ve SAFELY delivered artistic excellence and escape from daily dread 
while others have idled their creative engines in the face of the head-
winds that have blown stiffly against us all.  

Most of our fall performances have featured small ensembles, with 
the exception of October’s Picnic in the Park, which reached an esti-
mated audience of more than 25,000, between attendees at Trustees 

Garden and those who tuned into WTOC. It’s time to go big again. 
To ring in the New Year. Thanks to organizers from the Landings 
Club, on December 31 we’re bringing the whole of the orchestra to 
you. Or much of it, anyway. Instruments from every section, music to 
suit all tastes…on Skidaway Island, in your extended backyard.

The event, set for the Oakridge Driving Range (which sounds less 
glamorous than the subsequent text will reveal) is open to Landings 
Club members and non-members, alike (members receive a generous 
discount). Book a private cabana (which accommodates up to 10) to 
share with your pod. Your luxurious space will be filled with extrav-
agant gourmet treats and select wines…and, of course, champagne. 
Trust me, the menu reads like a fancy-foods encyclopedia table of con-
tents: crab, lobster, filet mignon, and on and on. Should the weather 
require, an unobtrusive and safe tabletop heater will be placed in each 
cabana, to keep your body as warm as your spirits will be. 

We’ll get you out of your tent by 10:30, so you can be home to 
watch the ball drop (is NYC doing that this year and will anyone be 
left to drop it?), but you won’t leave empty-handed. When the music 
stops, you’ll be sent off to the cart paths with a “toast to-go” package 
to continue the celebration on your own. 

Support your club (or your community, if you are not a member). 
Support the preeminent cultural beacon in the region – the Savannah 
Philharmonic – as it builds on its legacy and significantly increases 
its social impact and broadens its reach. Support the notion of a re-
turn-to-normalcy. Eat, drink, listen to amazing live music, and turn 
the page on 2020. 

For details and to reserve your spot, contact dining reservations at 
598.3535 or Melissa.farrell@landingsclub.com.

upfront

1826 Skinnie 32.indd   4-5 12/15/20   1:39 PM




