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You’ve read more-than-enough year-end/New Year pieces lament-
ing a difficult 2020. “Unprecedented times…blah, blah, blah.” It’s 
tempting to succumb to the pull of the trite and breeze through a fill-
in-the-blanks column. But it’s lazy. So, I’ll avoid the retrospective and 
offer only one COVID-adjacent observation as a parent of kids who 
live in New York City and Washington, D.C. (and a friend to many 
in our nation’s biggest coastal cities). Sickness and death are tragic, 
and we have not avoided these things here. But, in relative terms, our 
quality of life locally has been exponentially better than much of the 
rest of the country, while the impact of the virus on public health has 
not been exponentially worse for us. For anecdotal evidence, just ask 
your realtor friends about the flows of people moving to the area. It’s 
residential real estate boom-time. 

Our readership, by the nature of our community’s demographics, 
continuously evolves. Initially positioned as a retirement community, 
The Landings has long attracted refugees from colder climes, drawn to 
recreational amenities and plenty of like-minded folks eager to make 
new friends. Over the decades, the community has diversified to in-
clude young families and locals relocating from other parts of town. 
Other residential enclaves have thrived on Skidaway Island, too, as 
have businesses and an educational and research institution. Although 
the island is mostly built out after half a century of growth, each year, 
a good number of new neighbors assimilate into the local rhythms of 
life, happy to be starting over, in a sense.

Because people are always moving here, this magazine should, from 
time to time, reintroduce itself. 

January of 2021 marks the 19th calendar year for us at The Skinnie. 
Since our inception, we have published our main print product every 
two weeks, or 26 times a year, which brings us near 500 issues in circu-
lation, today. We distribute directly through the U.S. mail to every ad-
dress in the 31411 zip code. As a result, we are the most widely circu-
lated and read publication in our target market. Our business model is 
simple – probably too much so – as we produce and deliver a high-qual-
ity product free of charge to our readers. We have one revenue stream: 
advertising sales. We depend upon the connection between our loyal 
readers and the sponsors of our work. As we endeavor to maintain a 
virtual dialogue with our readers, we view our advertisers as the third 
partner in the collaboration. Please, patronize the businesses that fund 
our efforts, and introduce us to those who might benefit from get-

ting to know 
your neigh-
bors better. 

W e 
don’t get 
rich doing 
this work. 
But we 
are able 
to em-
ploy a 
few people, 
purchase goods and services from vendors, 
raise awareness about topics and entities of potential public interest, 
satisfy our creative energy, and entertain you, if we do our jobs well. 
From time to time, we’ve toyed with potential strategies to monetize 
the brand value we’ve built. Should we convert to a subscription mod-
el? How do we build a more robust digital platform and make sure 
it pays for itself, and then some? Should we do an annual voluntary 
fundraising appeal, asking readers who value us to kick in a little to 
keep us chugging along? Do we scale beyond our core constituency? 
Do we sell complementary merchandise or try to stage some kind of 
ticketed event? But we keep returning to the same answer: We’re a 
full-size, full-color printed magazine, generated every two weeks with 
thudding regularly, giving voice to our readers and exposing interest-
ing people, places and things in our little corner of the world. 

We’ve made this appeal before, and we will make it again. Write 
us letters about topics that concern you. We (usually) print them, if 
you avoid ad hominem attacks. Share story ideas. Submit something 
you’ve created, be it a photograph or a story or recipe or a piece of art. 
Participate in our contests. Share our online content – if you think 
we’ve done some compelling writing – with out-of-market friends 
(www.theskinnie.com).

Nineteen years doing a thing is kind of a long time. But we’re not 
finished yet. With your help, we’ll be making this same pitch at the 
beginning of 2022.   
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To contact The Skinnie with your ideas, responses, letters and more, email us at mail@theskinnie.com
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Each year, millions of people make New 
Year’s resolutions, and a significant per-
centage abandon or forget them with-

in a relatively short time. One might wonder 
how this Sisyphean cycle of struggling to do 
better, be better, year after year, began. 

The ancient Babylonians are believed to 
be the first people to make New Year’s reso-
lutions, approximately 4,000 years ago. Their 
calendar began in mid-March, around the 
spring equinox, when new crops were plant-
ed. Akitu was a massive 12-day religious fes-
tival, when the Babylonians crowned a new 
king or reaffirmed their loyalty to the current 
monarch. They also promised the gods to pay 
their debts and return any objects they had 
borrowed, in return for blessings in the com-
ing year. 

A similar practice occurred in ancient 
Rome. Emperor Julius Caesar introduced a 
new calendar in 46 B.C. establishing January 
1 as the start of a calendar year. This new date 
honored Janus, a two-faced god who symbol-
ically looked back into the previous year and 
forwards into the new one. The Romans of-
fered sacrifices to Janus and promised good 
behavior for the year ahead. Such promises 

could be considered the forerunners of mod-
ern New Year’s resolutions.

In the Middle Ages, at the end of each 
Christmas season, knights would re-affirm 
their commitment to chivalry by taking the 
“peacock vow,” placing their hands on a live 
or roasted peacock. Jacques de Longuyon of 
Lorraine is the author of Les Voeux du Paon 
(The Vows of the Peacock) – written in 1312. 
It was one of the most popular romances of 
the 14th century, and introduces the concept 
of the Nine Worthies, who personify the val-
ues of chivalry. These historical figures were 
deemed a valuable study for those aspiring to 
knighthood: 
• three pagans – Hector, Alexander the
   Great, and Julius Caesar
• three Jews – Joshua, David and Judah
   Maccabee
• three Christians – King Arthur, 
   Charlemagne and Godfrey of Bouillon

In France they are known as “Les Neuf 
Preux” (Nine Valiants), giving a more specific 
idea of the moral virtues they exemplified - 
those of soldierly courage and leadership. In 
Italy they are “i Nove Prodi.” 

New Year’s resolutions became somewhat 
common by the 17th century. In a diary entry 
dated January 2, 1671, Scottish writer Anne 
Halkett wrote several pledges titled “Resolu-
tions,” such as “I will not offend anymore.”

The American theologian Jonathan Ed-
wards (1703-1758), brought up in New 
England Puritan culture, took the writing 
of resolutions to an art form. But he did not 
write his resolutions on a single day. Instead, 
during a two-year period following his grad-
uation from Yale, he compiled approximately 
70 resolutions on various aspects of his life, 
which he committed to reviewing each week.

In Colonial America, Puritans avoided 
the indulgences associated with New Year’s 
celebrations and other holidays. In 1740, the 
English clergyman John Wesley, founder of 
Methodism, created the Covenant Renewal 
Service, most commonly held on New Year’s 
Eve or New Year’s Day. Also known as known 
as Watch Night services, they provide a spir-
itual alternative to the raucous celebrations 
normally held to celebrate the arrival of the 
new year. They urged people to reflect on the 
year past and contemplate the year to come. 
In this way, they again adopted the old cus-

tom of making resolutions. These were enu-
merated as commitments to employ their tal-
ents better, treat their neighbors with charity, 
and avoid habitual sins.

By 1802, the tradition of making (and 
failing to keep) New Year’s resolutions was 
common enough that the practice was sati-
rized. Walker’s Hibernian Magazine wrote a 
series of joke resolutions such as, “Statesmen 
have resolved to have no other object in view 
than the good of their country…” 

In 1813, A Boston newspaper featured the 
first recorded use of the phrase “New Year res-
olution,” stating: “And yet, I believe there are 
multitudes of people, accustomed to receive 
injunctions of new year resolutions, who will 
sin all the month of December, with a seri-
ous determination of beginning the new year 
with new resolutions and new behaviour, and 
with the full belief that they shall thus expiate 
and wipe away all their former faults.”

At the end of the Great Depression, about 
a quarter of American adults formed New 
Year’s resolutions. By the end of the 20th 
Century, that statistic climbed to 40 percent. 
Watch Night services remain popular in 
evangelical Protestant churches. They often 

In the Middle Ages, at the end of each Christmas season, knights would re-affirm their commit-
ment to chivalry by taking the “peacock vow.” Why We Make Them, Why We Break Them
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include hymns, Scripture readings, and preaching. Congregations are 
encouraged to review the year that has passed and prepare for the year 
ahead through prayer and resolution. In some churches, the Watch 
Night tradition includes dimmed lights, and a haunting call-and-re-
sponse countdown to midnight enacted by designated parishioners 
singing the part of watch men.

This tradition has many other religious parallels. During Judaism’s 
New Year, Rosh Hashanah, and culminating in Yom Kippur (the Day 
of Atonement), one is to reflect upon one’s wrongdoings and both 
seek and offer forgiveness. This also applies to the Christian season of 
Lent, although the motive behind this holiday is more of sacrifice than 
of responsibility. The concept, regardless of creed, is to annually reflect 
upon self-improvement. 

Despite the tradition’s religious roots, New Year’s resolutions today 
are a mostly secular practice. Instead of making promises of faith, most 
people focus purely on self-improvement – which may explain why 
such resolutions seem so hard to keep. Usually, those who fail their 
New Year’s resolutions attribute it to unrealistic goals, not keeping 
track of their progress, or making too many resolutions. Psychologists 
and other experts recommend making small but measurable goals; for 
example, “lose a pound a week” rather than “lose weight.”

According to recent research, as many as 45 percent of Americans 
say they usually make New Year’s resolutions, but less than 10 percent 
are successful in achieving their goals. But that dismal record probably 
won’t stop people from making resolutions anytime soon. After all, 
we’ve had about 4,000 years of practice. S
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At Bethpage State Park on Long Island, a 
famous sign which reads, “WARNING 
- The Black Course Is an Extreme-

ly Difficult Course Which We Recommend 
Only For Highly Skilled Golfers.” Or, as Dan-
te Alighieri phrased it in another dire notice, 
“Abandon hope, all ye who enter here.” In 
her novel, Daniel Deronda, Mary Ann Evans 
(a.k.a. George Eliot) wrote, “No evil dooms us 
hopelessly except the evil we love, and desire 
to continue in, and make no effort to escape 
from.” Could it be that Evans was a golfer, or 
an exasperated golf widow? 

The Feral Golfer quit the game entirely for 
five years in his early 40s, but damn those golf 
gods and their enticements! As Michael Cor-
leone put it, “Just when I thought I was out, 
they pull me back in!” Thirty years later, I’m 
reduced to spouting this drivel.

The 7th hole at Pine Valley is defined by 
a huge expanse of sand and grass called Hell’s 
Half Acre. Hell Bunker on the 14th hole at 
St. Andrews is seven feet deep with vertical 
faces, and sent both Jack Nicklaus and Gene 
Sarazen to their doom. Between the 3rd and 
4th holes at Oakmont is a 100-yard bunker 
with 12 transverse islands of grass called the 
Church Pews. What is it about golf that en-
genders frequent allusions to piety and dam-
nation?

Robert Ingersoll, 19th century writer and 
orator, declared, “Hope is the only universal 
liar who never loses his reputation for verac-

ity.” Alexander Pope said that hope springs 
eternal on the first tee, but some golfers are 
universal liars whose reputations were lost 
years ago. Golfers come in two types, the 
devout and the sinner, with no stops in be-
tween. The devout play the ball as it lays, 
putt everything out, and observe the rules as 
if they were Scripture. Sinners hit a mulligan 
on the first tee, bump the ball in the rough, 
take putts within an ever-expanding circle of 
friendship, play to implausible handicaps, 
and interpret the rulebook as if it were advi-
sory. The devout will die frustrated, unliked, 
and alone. The sinner will live a long, hap-
py life, and be mourned by a wide circle of 
friends.

If you believe that government intrudes 
unduly in our private lives, be grateful that 
you weren’t living in Scotland in the 15th 
century. On March 6, 1457, the Parliament 
of James II deemed it necessary to enact a ban 
on golf and soccer. Archery practice, vital to 
the defense of the realm, was being ignored 
for more pleasant pastimes. That sanction 
was repeated in 1471 and 1491, which indi-
cates that obsessions are difficult to expunge. 
The 1491 law banned “gouff and other such 
unprofitable sports.” (I can’t argue with that 
description.) In Perth, Scotland, in 1604, six 
boys were convicted of “playing at the gowf 
in time of preaching,” fined, and compelled 
to abase themselves before the entire congre-
gation.   

In the New World, that putative refuge 

By Peter Searle

The Feral Golfer

NOTES
From the Deep Rough
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from religious persecution, the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony codified penalties for transgres-
sions that included sports and recreations on 
Sunday. Miscreants could suffer fines, whip-
pings, and, in extreme cases, death. Such 
faith-based rules evolved into what became 
known as the Sunday Blue Laws, which per-
sisted well into the 20th century. Although 
by then, golfers could go about their grimy, 
secular business with impunity. 

The Seven Deadly Sins – pride, envy, lust, 
greed, gluttony, wrath, sloth – were con-
ceived by a 4th century monk who took it 
upon himself to devise new ways to intimi-
date the illiterate into submission. During a 
typical day on the links, every golfer commits 
one or more of these indiscretions. Golfers 
feel pride in possessing a single-digit handi-
cap or having made a birdie. They may be en-
vious of another’s ability. They might watch 
Sandra Gal spank a golf ball and feel a cer-
tain something. A golfer will shoot 75 and, 
wanting more, grumble that it could easily 
have been a 73. Some golfers purchase new 
equipment as often as they put gas in the car. 
Wrath is pervasive on a golf course, as egos 
are bruised and good rounds sullied by a sud-
den snowman. Sloth means never going to 

“The Sabbath Breakers,” an 1896 painting by John Charles Dollman, depicts Puritan guardians 
of morality catching a twosome in the forbidden act of golfing on the Lord’s Day.

Another wild and wacky Pick ‘Em Pool is in the books – complete with Covid cancella-
tions and only one error by us (or the schedule-makers). 

The canceled games were:

Louisiana-Monroe at Troy  Louisiana at Coastal Carolina
Florida St. at Wake Forest   Vanderbilt at Georgia
Georgia Tech at Miami

We goofed on the Wake Forest at Louisville game. Looks like those two played Dec. 12.

There were 20 games in our published pool, so the above exceptions left us with 14 that 
were actually played.

 
We had a trio of pickers tied with 12 of 14 correct. The tiebreaker was Alabama vs. Florida, 

the SEC Championship. The two teams (more-so Alabama) lit up the scoreboard for 98 total 
points. Fred “Mean” Jean guessed 56. Crystal “Crusher” Higgins got a little closer, with 72. 
But Ginny “Hawkeye” Pierce, topped the field with 75.

Congratulations, Ginny, and Happy New Year to all!  The 
Skinnie Pick ‘Em Pool will see you next fall. 

www.theskinnie.com 

the practice range or the fitness center. How-
ever, since golf is just a silly game, those who 
partake are in no real peril of being put on the 
path to perdition for petty peccadillos. We are 
not, to coin a phrase, exchanging paradise for 
a pair of dice.

When asked if there will be golf courses 
in Heaven, evangelist Billy Graham replied, 
“If they’re necessary for 
our happiness, they’ll be 
there.” 

I would have thought 
that being one with 
God was all the hap-
piness that any soul 
would ever need. But 
eternity is a tad longer 
than threescore years 
and 10, and perhaps the 
occasional diversion is 
welcome. What would 
golf in Heaven be like? 
Would you eagle every hole in every round? 
No, that would be the twisted plot of an old 
“Twilight Zone” episode, “A Nice Place to 
Visit.” In Heaven, I hope to play all the great 
courses that were too expensive, too exclusive, 
or too remote during a busy and limited life-
time. And perhaps, I’ll get to play them while 
inhabiting the bodies of all the great profes-
sional golfers. I hope to receive answers to the 
myriad mysteries in cosmology and to know 
what it feels like to be Rory McIlroy. Why 

bother with golf in Heaven if you are just go-
ing to hack away as you did when corporeal?  

And what might the condemned 
club-thrower expect on that contaminated 
cruise ship called Hell? On a positive note, 
transgressors will get to meet all the greats of 
the game, as they have clearly sold their souls 
to the devil in exchange for their preternatu-

ral skills. Golf in Hell is 
played with grips of fire, 
studded with thorns, in a 
lightning storm, getting 
zapped at the top of ev-
ery backswing. A shank 
is the only possible re-
sult. All the fairways 
are gorse, and players 
are barefoot and naked 
(at least it’s warm). The 
greens are burnt-out, of 
course, and run 100 on 
the stimpmeter. Sand 
traps are filled with vi-

pers. Scorpions nest in every cup. All rounds 
last 18 hours. Eagles rend flesh as a golf-
er waits. The only drink served at the 19th 
hole is a Red Devil, in which hydrochloric 
acid is substituted for vodka; an homage to 
the caustic rain that falls constantly. A two-
drink minimum is compulsory. Anyone who 
has pursued the game for any length of time 
knows that golf can be such utter torture that 
it would surely fit right in with Satan’s pro-
gram.

S

“If they’re necessary
for our happiness,
they’ll be there.”

 ~
Evangelist Billy Graham,
when asked if there will

be golf courses in Heaven
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For the fifth time, nurses at St. Joseph’s/
Candler have proven that they provide 
the highest level of patient care, earning 

the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
(ANCC) Magnet Recognition. Only 22 oth-
er hospitals in the world have matched this 
accomplishment with the same frequency.

Established in 1994, the Magnet designa-
tion is the highest level of recognition that 
can be achieved by organized nursing services 
in the national and international healthcare 
communities.  “This is an incredible accom-
plishment by our nursing staff,” says Paul P. 
Hinchey, president and CEO of St. Joseph’s/
Candler. “The Magnet designation proves 
that the skills of our nurses give our patients 
better outcomes. To earn a Magnet nation-
al award for the fifth time illustrates the ex-
pertise, dedication and values of each of our 
nurses, and how effectively they work as a 
group. Of the 5,000 hospitals in the coun-
try, fewer than five percent have five designa-
tions, which is quite remarkable.”  

St. Joseph’s and Candler Hospitals are two 
of only 10 Magnet-designated facilities in 
Georgia and 547 in the world. Each hospital 
achieved its own Magnet designation.  “Mag-
net designation shows that our nurses are part 
of an elite group and our patients can know 
that they will get the best outcomes with 
the safest experience,” says Sherry Danel-
lo, DHA, MSN, RN, NEA-BC, vice presi-
dent of patient care services at St. Joseph’s/
Candler and chief nursing officer. “Patients 

The realization of a COVID-19 vaccine was both a long wait for the 
world and one of the fastest developments in medical history. Distribu-
tion of the vaccine will have a similar trajectory – many frontline workers 
across the country have already received their first of two doses, while 
some members of the public will be vaccinated within days and weeks. 

St. Joseph’s/Candler was the first health system in the state of Geor-
gia to begin mass vaccinations of healthcare workers on December 15. 
The first group included intensive care unit (ICU) nurses, COVID unit 
nurses, physicians, emergency nurses, and others who have been treating 
COVID patients all year. “It was exhilarating to get the vaccine,” says 
Kim Raymond, a registered nurse in Candler Hospital’s ICU, who re-
ceived the vaccine on the first day. “It is finally here. It’s my hope that the 
vaccine will alleviate a lot of the stress that healthcare workers have been 
feeling for the last nine months and give our patients an even higher level 
of protection when they come to get care.”

For several months, St. Joseph’s/Candler has been working on a plan 
to vaccinate 4,200 co-workers and 600 physicians as quickly as possible 
after the approved vaccine’s arrival. “We didn’t want to wait a minute 
longer than necessary to begin vaccination of our co-workers, who have 
tirelessly and innovatively fought this disease for the past nine months,” 
explains Paul P. Hinchey, president and CEO. “We’d like to thank the 
Georgia Department of Public Health for releasing these doses to us ear-

Live smart

St. Joseph’s/Candler Among the 
First Institutions to Receive 

COVID-19 Vaccine

can depend on us when they come here. It 
says a lot about the whole organization be-
cause this could not be achieved without the 
commitment of all of our co-workers, senior 
leadership, the medical staff and the board of 
trustees.”

St. Joseph’s/Candler showed the Magnet 
evaluators how the 1,323 nurses in the sys-
tem were able to improve patient outcomes. 
During the last eight quarters, the health sys-
tem exceeded Magnet standards regarding:
• Hospital-acquired pressure ulcers
• Central line-associate bloodstream
   infection
• Patient falls with injury

• Patient satisfaction with discharge
   education
• Time from patient arrival to EKG for
   cardiac patients
• Stroke education.

To achieve initial Magnet recognition, or-
ganizations must pass a rigorous and lengthy 
process that demands widespread participa-
tion from leadership and staff. The process 
begins with the submission of an electronic 
application, followed by written documen-
tation demonstrating qualitative and quan-
titative evidence regarding patient care and 
outcomes. If scores from the written docu-
mentation fall within a range of excellence, an 

Only 23 Hospitals Have 
Received Five Such 

Designationsn

From left to right: St. Joseph’s/Candler COO Kyle McCann; president and CEO Paul P. Hinchey; 
VP of patient care services and CNO Sherry Danello; and director of professional practice/spe-
cialty services/infection control Susan Howell cheer hearing that both St. Joseph’s Hospital and 
Candler Hospital were awarded Magnet designation for the fifth time. 

St. Joseph’s/Candler Earns Fifth
National Magnet Recognition

on-site appraisal occurs to thoroughly assess 
the applicant institution. After this rigorous 
on-site review process, the Commission on 
Magnet reviews the completed appraisal re-
port and votes to determine whether Magnet 
recognition will be granted. An organization 
seeking to reapply for Magnet recognition 
must provide evidence of how Magnet con-
cepts, performance and quality were sustained 
and improved over the five-year period since 
the hospital received its previous recognition.

The Magnet model is designed to provide 
a framework for nursing practice, research 
and measurement of outcomes. Through 
this framework, ANCC can assess applicants 
across a number of components and dimen-
sions to gauge an organization’s nursing ex-

cellence. The foundation of this model is 
composed of various elements deemed essen-
tial to delivering superior patient care. These 
include the quality of nursing leadership and 
coordination and collaboration across spe-
cialties, as well as processes for measuring and 
improving the quality and delivery of care. 
Magnet recognition has been shown to pro-
vide specific benefits to hospitals and their 
communities, such as:
• Higher patient satisfaction with nurse
   communication, availability of help, and
   receipt of discharge information
• Lower risk of 30-day mortality and lower
   failure to rescue
• Higher job satisfaction among nurses
• Higher nurse retention.

ly. Healthcare workers are at the front line and can demonstrate to the 
rest of the community better than anyone that the vaccine is safe and 
critical to the recovery of our community, our state and our nation. We 
believe the clinical trials were rigorous and everybody should get the vac-
cine so we can put this pandemic behind us and end the personal and 
economic suffering so many people have had to endure.”

To see a video of these historic events and hear from co-workers who have 
been vaccinated, visit sjchs.org/vaccine-video.

St. Joseph’s/Candler ER nurse Shawn Beasley was among the first 
co-workers to receive the vaccine from Occupational Health’s nurse 
Laura Floyd.

Wellness Center Offers Special 
New Year’s Promotion 

The Wellness Center, located at 
Candler Hospital, is foregoing ini-
tiation fees during January of 2021. 
Now is the time to make that New 
Year’s resolution to put your health 
and wellness on the right track. 
General members can save $80, 
while seniors (60 years and older) 
can forego the usual $35 initiation 
fee. For additional information on 
how you can join the St. Joseph’s/
Candler Wellness Center, please 
call 819.8800. 

1901 Skinnie 32.indd   16-17 1/5/21   3:23 PM



TheSkinnie      VOL. 19 ISSUE 01 – 19www.theskinnie.com                                        www.theskinnie.com18 – VOL. 19 ISSUE 01      TheSkinnie

Due to continuing pandemic restrictions, it remains difficult to arrange face-to-face interviews for “He/
She Served” profiles of military veterans. For the next several issues, The Skinnie will share historical re-
views narratives of our various armed forces.

Prior to American independence, the 
Colonies relied on volunteer militias 
made up of part-time civilian soldiers. 

As the American Revolutionary War began 
in April of 1775, the Continental Army was 
established, under the command of George 
Washington. Since then, the Army has been 
the primary land-based branch of the Amer-
ican military.

Following the Revolution, the Continen-
tal Army was disbanded due to the American 
distrust of standing armies, and irregular state 
militias became the new nation’s sole ground 
forces. The first full regiment of Regular 
Army infantry, the 3rd Infantry Regiment, 
was not formed until June of 1784.

During the War of 1812, an invasion of 
Canada failed because of poor organization 
and inadequate training. However, in the Ni-
agara campaign of 1814, the hastily formed 
Regular Army proved itself by defeating a 
major invasion by the British. For the next 
several decades, the Army’s primary role was 
fighting Native Americans in the West in the 
American Indian Wars, and manning coastal 

artillery stations at major ports. In the Mex-
ican-American War of 1846-1848, the U.S. 
used both regular and volunteer units.

The opening salvo on Fort Sumter, South 
Carolina on, April 12, 1861, marked the be-
ginning of the American Civil War. The U.S. 
Army was small, and much of it was deployed 
to the western frontier defending against In-
dian attacks. Both North and South quickly 
recruited large numbers of men into volunteer 
armies formed by individual states. The Con-
federate States (C.S.A.) enjoyed an advantage 
of stronger military tradition throughout 
Dixie than in the more urban north. More 
than 300 of the 1,080 commissioned officers 
in the Union Army resigned to serve the Con-
federacy. They felt they could not betray their 
allegiance to their native Southern states. 
Among those were such notable commanders 
as Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, Thomas J. 
“Stonewall” Jackson, James Longstreet, J.E.B. 
Stuart, and Nathan Bedford Forrest. Most of 
these Confederate officers were West Point 
graduates and experienced warfare command-
ers from the war with Mexico 15 years earlier. 

There was no lack of leadership for the 
C.S.A. during the Civil War. At first, the 
Union Army was outmaneuvered and contin-
ually defeated by the military strategy of Rob-
ert E. Lee, such as in the Shenandoah Valley 
Campaign of Northern Virginia. But after the 
summer of 1863, the tide of the war shifted 
toward the Yankee states. Following the costly 
Battle of Gettysburg, and the Confederacy’s 
simultaneous defeat at Vicksburg, Mississip-
pi, the Confederate Army was outnumbered 
and often lacking sufficient supplies. Rebel 
forces collapsed as Gen. William T. Sherman 
cut a destructive campaign from Atlanta to 
Savannah. Gen Robert E. Lee surrendered to 
Gen. Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Court-
house, Virginia, on April 9, 1865. 

Altogether, 2.2 million men served in the 
Union Army, with 360,000 dying, two-thirds 
from disease. The volunteer army was demo-
bilized in the summer of 1865.

 
Soon after the Civil War, the United States, 

prodded by the next several presidential ad-
ministrations, encouraged a westward ex-
pansion and territory acquisition. The trans-

The U.S.

Army
By Ron Lauretti
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continental railroad was completed in 1869, 
leading to more settlement across the west. 
The resulting conflicts between the army and 
Native Americans of the Plains and South-
west were not our military’s finest hour. The 
stiff resistance against the white man’s efforts 
to clear the land of the Indian’s free-roaming 
lifestyle and move them onto reservations re-
sulted in a series of bloody Indian wars lasting 
two decades. 

Both sides paid costly for their victories. 
Col. Christopher “Kit” Carson adopted a 
scorched earth policy against the Navajos, but 
a year later was forced to retreat when out-
fought by a combined force of 1,000 braves at 
the First Battle of Adobe Wells. Chief Joseph 
led a force of only 200 Nez Perce warriors in 
a lengthy series of Indian victories between 
Oregon and Montana, until some 2,000 sol-
diers and near starvation finally forced his 
surrender.

 
During the Indian Wars, Army cavalry 

units fought in roughly 1,000 engagements 
and suffered more than 2,000 casualties. The 
worst defeat to the Army happened during 
the Great Sioux War of 1876, when combined 
Sioux and Cheyenne Indian forces wiped out 

Gen. George Armstrong Custer’s 7th Cavalry 
Regiment at the Battle of the Little Big Horn. 
But the continued advancement of pioneers 
and settlers and wagon trains and settlements 
westward eventually overwhelmed the Native 
American people, and the West was largely 
pacified by 1890.

 
In April of 1898, following the destruc-

tion of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor, 
the U.S. Army entered the Spanish-American 
War. America’s intervention in Cuba’s war 
of independence led to the U.S. acquiring 
Spain’s Pacific territories. 

On February 15, 1913, Secretary of War 
Henry L. Simpson reorganized the Army 
into a standing organization of divisions and 
cavalry brigades ready for immediate deploy-
ment as an expeditionary force or for other 
purposes, and an army of national citizen sol-
diers prepared to reinforce the regular army 
in time of war. This concept was tested in 
1914 and 1916 when troops were sent into 
Mexico in attempts to capture Pancho Villa, 
a Mexican revolutionary who had attacked 
U.S. border towns. 

In 1917, the situation changed dramati-
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the Cold War (1947-1991) began soon after World War II ended. 
Although there were never any open hostilities, American forces sta-
tioned in Europe were prepared to challenge any Soviet incursion 
across the Iron Curtain. Berlin was divided into four sectors – Amer-
ican, British, French and Russian. American troops remained there 
in strength until the Berlin Wall isolating the Russian sector came 
down in 1989.

As America’s international influence continued 
to expand, the U.S. became more involved in 
world politics, as well as foreign conflicts. From 
1950 to 1953, American troops and their al-
lies fought communist forces in Korea. The 
Korean Armistice Agreement ended the war 
and returned the Korean peninsula to near its 
pre-war status quo.

A decade later, American forces returned 
to Asia, leading the fight against communist 
North Vietnam. In 1965, after the Gulf of Tonkin 
incident, American forces struggled to counter the 
guerrilla hit-and-run tactics of the Viet Cong. By 1973, 
domestic political opposition to America’s involvement forced 
a complete withdrawal, and two years later Vietnam was regrettably 
unified under a communist regime.

In the aftermath of the Vietnam War, the American Armed Forces 
transitioned from conscription to all-volunteer, with a greater em-
phasis on training and technology. Gen. Creighton Abrams, Chief of 
Staff of the Army, consolidated its three components – Regular Army, 
Army National Guard, and Army Reserve – into a single force.

 
The 1980s became a decade of reorganization, and the all-volun-

teer Army performed well in Grenada in 1983 and Panama in 1989. 
As the Cold War came to an end, the army began planning for a re-

duction in strength from 750,000 to 580,00. However, new enemies 
rose in Middle East. 

In 1990, Iraq invaded neighboring Kuwait, and U.S. land forc-
es quickly deployed to the area to protect Saudi Arabia. In January 

of 1991, more than 500,000 troops (mostly U.S. soldiers) com-
menced Operation Desert Storm. It took only 100 hours 

for superior American forces to rout the outclassed 
Iraqi Army. Since then, American peacekeeping 

forces stationed in the Middle East have endured 
a large number of suicide attacks. In response, 
they have performed numerous operations 
against insurgents while adjusting warfare 
tactics and equipment.

 
After Desert Storm, the Army did not see 

major combat operations for the remainder 
of the 1990s, but participated in peacekeeping 

activities in Somalia, Bosnia and Kosovo.

In response to the September 11, 2001, terror 
attacks, the U.S. military invaded Afghanistan, routing 

al-Queda forces as part of the Global War on Terror. Osama 
Bin Laden, the mastermind of the September 2001 attacks, evaded 
capture until a U.S. Special Forces team, Seal Team Six, disposed of 
him in Pakistan in May of 2011.

In the ongoing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, The U.S. is currently 
in a planned reduction of in-country combat troops. The morale and 
effectiveness of our soldiers is high; they remain the best and most 
lethal fighting force in the world, integrated with the best technology 
and weaponry available. A prime example is our nearby 3rd Infantry 
Division, forever remembered for its heroic actions at the Marne River 
in France in 1918.
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American soldiers have been waging a global campaign against terrorism for almost two decades, serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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sions, consisting of 
the triple principle 
of three infantry 
regiments of three 
infantry battalions, 
each.

 
At first, the 

Army concentrated 
its efforts on the Eu-
ropean front, with 
American troops 
forming a signifi-
cant portion of the 
Allied forces that 
captured North Af-
rica and Sicily and 
later fought in Ita-
ly. Beginning June 
6, 1944 (D-Day), 
and continuing 
throughout the 
subsequent defeat 
of the Third Reich, 
millions of Amer-
ican G.I.s led the 

liberation of Europe. 

In the Pacific, American forces followed 
a challenging “island hopping” campaign 
to reclaim territory from the Japanese. After 
Germany surrendered in May of 1945, fol-
lowed by Japan in August, American troops 
were deployed to occupy the defeated Axis 
nations. There were two post-war develop-
ments concerning the Army. In 1947, the 
Army Air Corps was separated into an inde-
pendent branch of the military, the Air Force. 
The following year, the Women’s Armed Ser-
vices Integration Act granted women perma-
nent status in the Army.

The East-West confrontation known as 

cally. A combined 
conscript and 
volunteer force, 
the National 
Army, was quick-
ly formed by the 
War Department 
to fight in World 
War I. The regular 
army was increased 
immediately to 
286,000 soldiers, 
and the National 
Guard was expand-
ed to an autho-
rized strength of 
450,000. As re-
cruits and draftees 
alike were quick-
ly absorbed into 
service, the War 
Department’s plan 
was modified, des-
ignating all land 
forces into a single 
national army.

The first elements of the American expe-
ditionary forces arrived in Europe in June 
of 1917, and saw their first action on the 
Western Front four months later. The trench 
warfare of World War I was miserable, and 
modern weaponry – tanks, mortars, heavy 
artillery, poison gas and air support – made 
war deadlier than previous conflicts. A to-
tal of 2 million Americans, mostly Army 
“doughboys,” helped destroy heavily en-
trenched German lines. 

After the November 11, 1918 armistice, 
the Army once again reduced its forces until 
the national army was disbanded in 1920. All 
personnel not subject to demobilization were 
converted to regular army status. From 1918 

Several army officers who served during World War I, such as Dwight D. Eisenhower (left), Omar 
Bradley (center) and George Patton (right), would rise to command prominence in World War II.

to 1939, the Army experienced a prolonged 
period of stagnation, mainly due to inade-
quate annual appropriation from Congress.

 
When Japan launched its assault on Pearl 

Harbor in December of 1941, America’s 
military was unprepared for major interna-
tional warfare. The surprise attack awakened 
a “sleeping giant,” and both civilian and mil-
itary efforts quickly mobilized nationwide. 
After President Franklin D. Roosevelt offi-
cially declared war against the Japanese on 
December 8, 1941, the Army of the United 
States was formed as a successor to the Na-
tional Army. It combined regular army, Na-
tional Guard, and conscripted forces into one 
fighting unit, resulting in more flexible divi-
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WHO NEW?
WHAT: New Neighbors 
WHEN: Visit www.landingsnewneighbors.com 
to see our calendar  
CONTACT: Visit our website or contact Milli at 
nnnewmember@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE:  The club offers more than 250 
different activities from biking, golf, pickleball, 
walking groups or fishing to Mahjong, Bridge, 
Needle-arts and Canasta. We have exciting mili-
tary tours and special events for you to enjoy right 
here on Skidaway Island.

GOTTA LOVE IT
WHAT: Landlovers Membership
HOW MUCH: Each $30 membership fee covers 
one household of one or two adults. 
CONTACT: Cindy Altman, Landlovers Member-
ship Director, at Landloversmembership@gmail.
com. 
WHAT ELSE: Landlovers is a philanthropic and 
social organization. More information and details 
can be found at www.landlovers.com. Member-
ship year runs from Sep. 1, 2020 through Aug. 
31, 2021.

FIBER OPTICS
WHAT: “The Works of Camille Hubert”
WHEN: Jan. 1 through 31; a socially-distanced 
reception Jan. 13, 4 to 6 p.m.
WHERE: JEA Art Gallery, 5111 Abercorn St.
CONTACT: Vicky Lunick, 912.355.8111
WHAT ELSE: Camille Hulbert is a self-taught 
textile artist who creates wearable art. Over the 
past decade, she has worked with youth in Atlanta 
and Savannah, engaging them in after-school arts 
through her Seed to Fiber Textile Art Program. 
This exhibit showcases assemblage, mixed media, 
collage and craft.

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER
WHAT: Calvin College January Lecture Series
WHEN: Jan. 6 - 26, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. each 
weekday
WHERE: online at calvin.edu/January
HOW MUCH: Free
CONTACT: Skidaway Community Church, 
598.0151 or sipres.org
WHAT ELSE: The January Lecture Series will 
be available online this year. Topics include: “Our 
Future with Pandemics,” “The Future of the 
Supreme Court,” “Life Is in the Transitions,” and 
more thought-provoking topics.

CALL FOR ENTRIES
WHAT: Telfair Museums’ “Boxed In/Break Out”
WHEN: Deadline: Jan. 15 
WHERE: Jepson Center
HOW MUCH: Free
CONTACT: Erin Dunn, dunne@telfair.org
WHAT ELSE: This call to artists seeks entries 
for “Boxed In/Break Out,” a museum-sponsored 
public art installation that involves activating six 
windows at the Jepson Center facing Barnard 
Street. The artist chosen should have a detailed 
plan for how to utilize all six windows in a 
cohesive manner through self-created art. Must 
be at least 18 years old and be an artist living or 
working in Chatham County. Details are available 
at www.telfair.org/boxed-2021/.

BOOK YOUR RESERVATION
WHAT: Jewish Women of the Landings Book 
Club
WHEN:  Monday, Jan. 18, 10 a.m., via Zoom
CONTACT:  Carol Kramberg-Walker@ Carol.
kramberg@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: The book club will meet on Zoom 
to discuss The Fox Hunt: A Memoir of Yemen and 
My Odyssey to America by Mohammed Al Samawi.

COAST WITH THE MOST
WHAT:  CCA of Skidaway January Meeting: 
Fishing the Landings’ Freshwater Lagoons
WHERE: Via Zoom
WHEN:  Monday, Jan. 18, 4 p.m.
CONTACT:  Dave Devore, 330.329.6457
WHAT ELSE: The CCA of Skidaway will resume 
monthly seminars in January of 2021. For the first 
quarter, the seminars will be conducted via Zoom 
with meetings beginning at 4 p.m. and lasting 
approximately an hour. The topic of the January 
presentation will center around fishing in the 
Landings’ freshwater lagoons, focusing on types 
of fish, recommended equipment, preferred lures, 
locations, times, best practices, and more. Doug 
Painter, a lifelong angler and a senior writer and 
editorial adviser for Sporting Classics Magazine, 
will present.

VIRUS VOCABULARY
WHAT:  Jewish Women of the Landings Yiddish 
Club
WHEN: Thursday, Jan. 21, 4 p.m. via Zoom
CONTACT: Melinda Stein, Tam50@aol.com
WHAT ELSE: The topic for the meeting will be 
“Yiddish and the Pandemic,” centering around 
newly minted Yiddish terms related to all things 

Please email content to mail@theskinnie.com. 
Deadline is the Friday prior to publication. 

island h  p  i  go  p nWINTER WOMEN
WHAT:  Skidaway Abigails Zoom meeting
WHEN: Tuesday, Jan. 12, at 7 p.m. 
CONTACT:  Visit skidawayabigails.org 
or to join this meeting as a guest, contact 
chair@skidawayabigails.org
WHAT ELSE:  Skidaway Abigails is a 
nonpartisan organization of progressive 
women. Women Advocating for Georgians 
(WAG), will present “Immigration and De-
tention in the Era of COVID-19.” Board 
member El Refugio is part of an interfaith 
ministry of hospitality and visitation serving 
immigrants and their families detained in 
Lumpkin, Georgia.

WHO’S YOUR BUDDY?
WHAT:  Congressman Buddy Carter at 
Kiwanis 
WHEN: Tuesday, Jan. 14, at 7:45 a.m.
WHERE: The Palmetto Club
CONTACT:  Club secretary, Jim Smart, 
smartsville@aol.com.
WHAT ELSE:  Attendance is limited to 
100 people due to strict COVID rules. 
Non-Landings residents are encouraged to 
attend but must provide your full name to 
receive a gate pass. Our COVID protocols 
are available on request. All questions must 
be submitted in writing in advance to the 
above email address. Due to time con-
straints, not all questions submitted may 
be answered. Kiwanis members: Please do 
not respond to this notice as you will be 
contacted separately.

SERVICE ABOVE SELF
WHAT: Skidaway Island Rotary Club 
meetings
WHEN:  First and third Wednesdays at 5 
p.m.
WHERE: Via Zoom
HOW MUCH: Free and open to all
CONTACT: Lynn Gensamer, 
912.856.8874 or lgensamer@icloud.com
WHAT ELSE: To learn more about Rotary 
or club membership, visit skidawayrotary.
org. Check out the calendar for a schedule 
of speakers.

SAWBUCKS SESSIONS
WHAT: Skidaway Hamiltons meetings
WHEN:  Every third Tuesday of the 
month, 4 p.m.
WHERE: Via Zoom
HOW MUCH: Free for members of the 
Skidaway Hamiltons and Skidaway Abigails
CONTACT: George Sedberry, 
912.308.5193 or george.sedberry@gmail.
com
WHAT ELSE: To learn more about 
Skidaway Hamiltons, a progressive, liberal 
men’s organization, visit skidawayham-
iltons.org. Check out the calendar for a 
schedule of speakers.

Complete Island Hopping listings are available online at www.theskinnie.com.

Covid and Zoom. JWOL members are invited to 
join the meeting for a timely, fun experience.

MOUNTAIN MOVIES
WHAT: Mountainfilm on Tour - Savannah 2021 
Virtual Festival
WHEN: Jan. 22 - 25
WHERE: Virtual 
HOW MUCH: Adventure Shorts program tickets 
are $20 per individual and $35 per family; Family 
program tickets are $10 per individual and $15 
per family
CONTACT: Leslie Carey, leslie@mountainfilm-
sav.org or 912.344.1278. 
WHAT ELSE: The 2021 event will feature a 
virtual screening of a feature film as well as a doc-
umentary short films program and a special family 
program. The main feature documentary, “Public 
Trust,” explores America’s public lands at a critical 
crossroads, and includes a Q-and-A with director 
David Byars and journalist Hal Herring, who is 
featured in the film. To view the complete list of 
films or to purchase tickets, please visit mountain-
filmsav.org.

WHERE ART THOU?
WHAT: Nae’Keisha Jones art exhibit
WHEN: Feb. 1 – 28; A socially-distanced recep-
tion will be held on Feb. 8, 4 to 6 p.m.
WHERE: JEA Art Gallery, 5111 Abercorn St.
HOW MUCH: Free and open to the public
CONTACT: Vicky Lunick, 912.355.8111
WHAT ELSE: Nae’Keisha Jones is an illustrator 
and writer from Colorado, now based in Savan-
nah. She graduated from Savannah College of 
Art and Design with a degree in illustration and 
a minor in creative writing. Her work has been 
featured in Connect Savannah, ShopScad and 
VoyageAtl.

TREE WORSHIP
WHAT: Community Prayer and Praise Service  
WHEN: Sunday evenings at 5 p.m.
WHERE: Under the old oak tree in the back 
parking lot at Skidaway Island Presbyterian 
Church, 50 Diamond Causeway
HOW MUCH: Free to all
CONTACT: PrayerPraiseSIGA@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Sing along with Brad Damas in 
a casual environment. Bond with neighbors and 
friends. Dress for the outdoors. Use golf carts 
or folding chairs. Social distancing is made easy. 
Bring masks for your comfort.

BODY AND SOUL
WHAT: Skidaway Island United Methodist 
Church (SIUMC) Exercise Classes
WHEN: Mondays, Wednesday and Fridays, times 
are below
CONTACT: For more information or to register 

for January session, visit siumc.org/exercise or call 
912.598.8460
WHAT ELSE: Mat Pilates from 9:15-10:15 a.m.; 
and Sit-Fit from 10:15-11:15 a.m. Classes are led 
by Elena Bennett, an ACSM-certified exercise 
instructor. SIUMC has added Friday classes to its 
offerings for church- and non-church members 
alike.

KEEP ‘EM FLYING
WHAT:  The National Museum of the Mighty 
Eighth Air Force
WHEN:  Tuesday – Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
Sunday, Noon to 5 p.m.
CONTACT:  For more information call 
912.748.8888 or visit www.mightyeighth.org
WHAT ELSE:  New guidelines are in place to 
protect staff and visitors. Visitors are strongly 
recommended to wear facemasks. Hand-sanitizing 
stations have been established throughout the 
museum. Some areas will be capacity-controlled.

HOCUS POCUS!
WHAT: Landings Magic Society
WHEN: 7 p.m., second Thursday of the month, 
Oct. through May
WHERE: Plantation Club card room
CONTACT: Jim Ruhl, 912.856.3948, jsruhl@
gmail.com or Bill Sickels, 912.598.9123 or 
whsickels@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Anyone with an interest in magic 
is welcome. Every meeting is instructional, enter-
taining and enlightening.

NOW HEAR THIS
WHAT: Music Academy Online Free Instruction  
WHEN: 7 days a week    
WHERE: Via Zoom
HOW MUCH: Free, courtesy of St. Peter’s 
Church
CONTACT: Dr. Timothy McKee, tmckee@
saintpeterssav.org 
WHAT ELSE: Learn and cultivate music skills.

STUCK IN BETWEEN
WHAT: Middle Aged Tweens of Skidaway 
(MATS). 
WHERE: Usually in private homes.
CONTACT:  matskidaway@gmail.com or 
call Ann Nash at 203.856.8927, or visit www.
matskidaway.com
WHAT ELSE: MATS was formed to create 
social activities for people in their ‘tween years. 
There are monthly socials, book club groups, 
business group, Ladies Night Out, Men’s Poker 
Night and more! Many of us are empty nesters or 
semi-empty nesters. We may find ourselves in the 
later stages of our careers, working part-time or 
navigating issues of early retirement. Some of us 
are still responsible for raising children.

CAUSEWAY CLEAN-UP
WHAT: “Shine Bright like a Diamond (Cause-
way),” litter pickup along Diamond Causeway
WHEN: 1 or 2 times per month, as trash amount 
deems necessary  
WHERE: Meet in the parking lot of Butterbean 
Beach
CONTACT: Courtney Fowler, causewaycleanup@
gmail.com or 912.313.6040
WHAT ELSE: Please bring work gloves and a 
safety vest if you have one; a trash-picker works 
wonders as well.  We will provide trash bags. 
Water is recommended to avoid dehydration.

WE HAVE A WIENER
WHAT: Landings Longdogs Get-togethers
WHEN: 4th Tuesday of each month, 4 p.m.
WHERE: Landings Harbor Marina
HOW MUCH: No charge
CONTACT: Linda Rich, lindarich912@bell-
south.net
WHAT ELSE: A fun play date for you and your 
dachshund(s). Meet other owners and their special 
friends.

IT’S AN HONOR
WHAT:  Honor Flight Savannah seeks war veter-
ans and volunteers
CONTACT: honorflightsavannah.org or 
912.367.9020
WHAT ELSE: Honor Flight Savannah is offering 
WW II, Korea and Vietnam War era veterans liv-
ing in southeast Georgia and southeastern South 
Carolina an all-expense paid trip to Washington, 
D.C., to visit their war memorials. Funding for 
trips is dependent on contributions from commu-
nity citizens and businesses.

HORSE SENSE
WHAT: Pegasus Riding Academy volunteers 
needed
WHERE: Old Roberds Dairy, 2500 Tennessee 
Ave., Savannah
CONTACT: For information and directions, visit 
www.prasav.org or call 912.547.6482
WHAT ELSE: Pegasus Riding Academy is a 
therapeutic riding program providing safe, pro-
fessional and ethical equine-assisted activities for 
individuals with physical, mental and emotional 
disabilities. Volunteers are needed to assist these 
special children. Horse experience not necessary.

CERVUS WITH A PURPOSE
WHAT: Bingo at the Elks Lodge
WHEN: Sundays at 7 p.m. and Wednesdays at 
7:30 p.m.
WHERE: 183 Wilshire Blvd
WHAT ELSE: $1,500 in prizes. All proceeds 
benefit Elks charities.
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ACCOUNTING & INCOME 
TAX CPA SERVICES

Landings resident Bob Stiehler, CPA, provides 
personal and small business accounting and income 
tax services. Expertise in Economic Stimulus relat-
ed tax benefits, investment and retirement income, 
rental properties, K1s, small business, partnerships, 
estate and trusts as well as IRS notices and audit as-
sessments. Contact Bob, 678-936-2970, email: bob.
stiehler@yahoo.com, website: www.bsats.com

AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICE/REPAIR  

Impact Air, LLC • We service/repair all brands of Air 
Conditioning & Heating equipment. Services range 
from duct repairs to replacement of an entire HVAC 
system. With over 20 years of experience, you are sure 
to receive quality work at a fair price. We also offer 
maintenance plans to keep your HVAC system(s) 
operating efficiently. Call Dan Abel, 912.667.1472. 
Licensed & Insured GA Lic# CN211101

ART GALLERY
Showcase your surroundings with original art from 
Galleria Fine Art! Browse our online gallery to dis-
cover regional and nationally known artists and 
their stunning artworks. Savannah area residents can 
contact us for in-home showings. Free insured ship-
ping. Welcome to GalleriaFineArt.com. Let’s talk art! 
678.936.5153

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Dixie Motors, Inc. • Serving Savannah since 1980. 
From minor to major repairs on all makes and mod-
els. We offer 30-minute oil change service. Towing 
available. Fleet service available. A/C experts. Na-
tionwide warranty. Conveniently located at 2013 
E. Victory Drive (across the parking lot from Home 
Depot). 355.3568.  
  
LEXUS & TOYOTA OWNERS • Factory trained 
Lexus and Toyota Master Technicians with 25 years 
experience. ASE certified. Located minutes from 
The Landings, Loaner car available with any major 
service or repair. Performing services and repairs at a 
fraction of the dealership prices. Savannah Autoworx, 
116 Shipyard Rd, Savannah, Ga 31406.  Phone: 
912.356.0007.  We service all makes and models.

AUDIO/VISUAL SERVICES
ALPHA AUDIO VIDEO LLC • Offers the installa-
tion and service of home system racks, whole house 
audio, central vacuum systems, CCTV, network wir-
ing, TV mounting, outdoor lighting and much more. 
Reasonable rates with quality results are backed by 
15 years industry experience. Call Jesse Oakes at 
912.547.4397 for a free consultation.

CLEANING SERVICES
We are proud, prepared, and equipped to sanitize 
your home. Hubbard’s Cleaning Service. We use EPA 
registered disinfectant and sanitize all of the high 
touch points in your home. Our owner is GBAC/
HCT certified and we follow CDC guidelines to en-
sure client safety in your home. Call 912.961.9131 
for a quote. 

DIAMOND CARPET AND TEXTILE SERVICES
• Founded in 2001, Diamond provides Award Win-
ning* Service in Carpeting, Tile  & Grout,  Uphol-
stery and Oriental Cleaning. Featuring Experienced, 
Polite, Professional,  Uniformed personnel our goal 
is to accomplish your complete satisfaction. Our 
reviews are on Google and Facebook or ask your 
neighbor for a personal referral! For Better Results, 
CALL Diamond today!  912.349.7115 SMS accept-
ed 912.658.2899 www.diamondcarpetandtextileser-
vices.com

COMPUTER SERVICES
ONSITE NETWORK SERVICES, LLC • Jacob 
Dimond providing prompt and professional onsite 
computer and IT services for Landings residents for 
over 15 years. Specializing in Windows and Apple 
computers, laptops, iPad and smart devices, new 
computer sales and upgrades, computer cleaning and 
tune ups.  Transfer programs and files from old to 
new computers. Wireless network and printer instal-
lation.  Install streaming TV services and help cus-
tomers “cut the cord”.  Provide training and tutoring. 
Smart Home device installation, lightning/power 
surge repairs and data recovery.  Recycling or do-
nation of old equipment. Free phone consultations. 
Call 598.2990 or 507.2693, 7 days a week. 

Savannah Computer Services, Inc. • Professionally 
serving coastal areas of Georgia and South Carolina 
for over 25 years. Specializing in both business and 
residential PCs, Macs, and most IT equipment with 
a full spectrum of services including but not limited 
to installation, networking, cabling, diagnostic and 
repair, upgrades, data recovery, virus removal and 
prevention, moving/relocation, and consulting. Spe-
cialty business offerings include VOIP phones, high 
speed internet circuits with failover, and hosted cloud 
backup services. Enjoy fast and convenient on-site 
service, FREE pickup and delivery, or remote service 
by appointment only. Quotes are always free and no 
travel charge within our local area of coverage. Call 

Mike and Cyndy Tabakian, 912.756.7860 or visit 
our web site at savannahcomputer.com

COOLSCULPTING® BY 
COOL BODY CONTOURING

COOLSCULPTING® DISCOUNT • 50% dis-
count for CoolSculpting by Cool Body Contouring.  
Starting Sept. 16 2020, while supply lasts, buy up to 
four $300 discount cards for $150 each. Receive up 
to $1200 of FDA cleared treatments for eliminating 
fat for good for $600.  Discount cards are valid until 
Dec.1, 2020. Call 912.200.6000 for your free con-
sultation and scheduling.

DOOR SCREENS
Phantom Screens • The Phantom Screen’s unique 
retractable design means it is there when you need it 
and disappears when you do not. Designed for doors, 
windows and large openings up to 25 ft. wide, we 
have a Phantom screen to meet your needs. Available 
in a variety of colors to compliment your home décor. 
Call 912.552.2331 or visit phantomscreens.com

FISHING
Bandy’s Bait Shop • Enter Rodney Hall Boat Ramp 
at Butter Bean Beach. We offer live bait: Shrimp, 
Minnows, Crickets, Worms.  Frozen: Shrimp, Mul-
let, and Squid.  Assorted light tackle. Assorted snacks. 
We’re open 7 days a week, Mon thru Friday, 7 a.m. to 
2 p.m., Sat and Sunday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., also most 
holidays. Phone: 912.354.6444.

FOR SALE
2013 Ford Flex Limited, 3.5 L V6 Ecoboost Engine, 
<65,000 original miles, white platinum/black roof, 6 
passenger, 2nd row Captain’s chairs w/inflatable seat 
belts, power fold 3rd row seats, original owner, asking 
$17,500.  Contact Trish @ 912.655.4750

GOLF CARTS
FOR SALE OR RENT 

Golf Carts of Savannah LLC • We have late mod-
el E-Z-Go RXV and Club Car Precedent carts that 
are beyond Landings equipped. Short- or long-term 
rentals available. Call Dana Oliver at 354.1113 for 
details and directions. 

GUNS
Guns Wanted • Top cash paid. Gunstock, LLC, 5 
East Montgomery Cross Roads, Savannah’s Firearms 
Source., 912.438.5811

HOMES FOR RENT OR SALE
Are you thinking about selling your home? I have 
buyers interested in buying your house! We also of-
fer FREE design consultations, staging, professional 

ACROSS
01. Aforementioned, in legalese
05. Emotion that contains an anagram of 
      its own synonym
10. National org. that tests drivers
14. Bone in a dog’s front leg
15. Video game maker since 1972
16. Greek goddess with 3,000 sisters
17. World’s most photographed
      mountain
19. Longest river entirely in Spain
20. Islamic prince
21. IBM, e.g.
23. Entry-level Hyundai
24. Seal off a crime scene, say
26. Like Vietnam’s Tet
28. Give a hand to
31. Brand of absinthe
34. Condition caused by a foot contracture
39. Hackneyed
40. Instrument used to tune the orchestra
41. Ebullition
43. Turgenev Museum site in Russia
44. Military government after a coup
46. Diametrically opposite
48. Mink’s relatives
50. Aforementioned
51. Moolah
53. Island home of monitor lizards
58. ___ Hepatica (Bristol-Myers’ first 
      product-1903)
60. Pretensions
62. Floor
63. Biblical figure also called Edom
65. Locale of the Swiss Riviera
68. Tree used in bonsai
69. Trompe l’oeil
70. Spree
71. Inti was his sun god
72. Passé, but hot
73. Type of room

DOWN
01. Peruvian soprano with a vocal range of
      over 4 octaves
02. Thrifty rival
03. Put away
04. Like spats
05. Longest river entirely in Switzerland

06. Last in a series
07. Slammer, to a Brit
08. Elon Musk’s father
09. Phone
10. Purpose
11. R.C. patron of Alpinists
12. Sandwich with tzatziki sauce
13. Company that invented the Taser
18. Eat at
22. Gender-neutral possesive pronoun
25. Hasbro toy blaster
27. “Star Wars” droid
29. Gillette announcement of 1977
30. Crackpots
32. Olive in Caesar’s salad
33. World’s largest shipper of  PC monitors
34. IHOP rival
35. Adjoin
36. Highest peak in the Alps

37. Cadence
38. Shakespearean rebuke in fettucini?
42. Li’l Abner, for one
45. Geometric calculation
47. Ring up
49. Eric the Red, notably
52. Cover
54. Type of ray
55. Europe’s largest cinema chain
56. Hole made by a niblick
57. Lecture
58. Rig
59. A ___ adieu
61. National card game of  Germany
64. Celebrated dog of Athens?
66. Misspell
67. Muscle car from Lexington?

*For each puzzle a relatively difficult set of clues (Challenger) will accompany the first printing. In the subsequent issue,
the same puzzle will appear with an easier set of clues (Standard) Email questions/comments to puzzler@theskinnie.com

$20 each, with a maximum of 50 words • $5 for each additional 10 words • Contact Teri Grayson at 598.9715 or email classifieds@theskinnie.com

Puzzle answers, page 29

CHALLENGER CLUES*

#228   A Trip To Tyrol ClAssifiedsJACK HAMMOND

Be sure to pack your dirndls and lederhosen

The Skinnie Classifieds listings are are available online at www.theskinnie.com.
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photography and local marketing! Mention this ad 
and get a reduced rate commission! Nicole Casino 
with Savannah Real Estate Experts, 912.356.0006 or 
912.598.6250

HOME IMPROVEMENT/  
REMODELING

Savannah Tradesmen • Complete Home Remodel-
ing and Construction Contractor. Custom Kitchens 
and Baths. Additions, Screened Porches, Decks. Cer-
tified Pella Window/Door Installer. Roofing Experts. 
Stucco Specialist. Concrete, Pavers, Hardscapes. 
Water Damage Restoration Certified. Foundation 
structural repair experts.  Home Inspector Certified. 
Wood Rot, Pressure Washing, and Painting. Design 
Consultation Services Available. Licensed and In-
sured Georgia Contractors #RBQA004670. Free Es-
timates. Home: 351.0716 or cell: 656.8842.  

John Hodges Construction, Inc. • We specialize in 
window and door replacement and repair. We¹re a 
Pella and Marvin certified contractor. We also spe-
cialize in exterior siding, decks, service fence and 
trim. Interior remodeling: Kitchen, bathrooms, and 
trim. No job too small. Serving the Landings since 
1982. Call 313.2767.

INTERIOR DESIGN 
AND DECORATING

Debbie’s Decorating • For over 20 years, through-

out the United States, I’ve designed and decorated 
homes, offices and new construction. I would love to 
assist you in updating your home! Please call now to 
book your appointment with Landings resident Deb-
bie Leecock. Phone 214.405.0989 or visit my website 
at www.dleecock.com. 

LANDSCAPING/LAWN CARE
Grassmaster Lawn Care • We offer complete land-
scape management with year-round service. Our 
services also include fertilization, insect, weed, and 
fungus control, along with lawn and shrub programs. 
We are your total lawn care service. We also offer 
landscaping, i.e. lawn renovation and sodding. Li-
censed and Insured. Free estimates. Please call Mike 
Schuman at 354.8856.  

Scott’s Lawn Service, LLC • Customer service you 
deserve! We are committed to providing the most 
reliable lawn care service and maintenance. Offering 
complete lawn care needs including lawn mowing, 
edging, pruning, hedge trimming, blowing, blowing 
the roof, and pine straw installation, and fertilizer. 
Call today for a free estimate. Let us maintain your 
property, so you can enjoy it. Licensed and insured. 
912.656.8472

New Leaf Landscape Management • As Skidaway 
Island residents, we understand your need to main-
tain a beautiful well-kept lawn. New Leaf Landscape 
Management specializes in full-service lawn mainte-

nance and fertilization, debris removal and profes-
sional landscaping design/ installation. With over 
15 years in the industry, we have developed strong 
relationships with local companies to deliver superior 
products for your home at the utmost competitive 
prices. Please call for your no obligation lawn eval-
uation and free quote. Thank you! 912.656.9088 or 
912.210.9773. Licensed and Insured.

LIFT CHAIRS 
Power reclining lift chairs available in all sizes, 
fabrics and features. Correct spinal alignment and 
improved circulation. Lifts you on your feet with a 
touch of a button. Sit & Sleep Mattress...1110 Eisen-
hower Dr., 912.355.2331. See our display ad.

MOVING & DELIVERY
Specialty Moving and Delivery • Residential and 
Commercial Relocation Specialists Local & Long 
Distance. Offering Household Moving & Rear-
ranging, Business Relocation & Inter-office Mov-
ing, Pickup & Delivery Service, Installation & As-
sembly, Loading & Unloading, Packing & Crating, 
Shipping & Receiving, Warehousing & Storage and 
Packing Supplies. Specializing in Items that Require 
Special Care including: Fine Furniture & Pianos, Art 
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& Antiques, Office Furniture & Systems, Business 
Machines & Electronics and Medical & Institutional 
Equipment. Serving the Landings for over 20 years. 
Licensed & Insured. References. Call 925.9528.  
  
Gracious Moves • Landings Resident/Realtor® /
Move Manager, Brooke Bass has been assisting 
families since 1985.  Moving simplified from A to 
Z:  Prepare home for sale, list and sell, sort, pack, 
organize, floor plan, stage, unpack, setup, hang art, 
remove boxes on moving day! NAR® Outstanding 
Service Award! www.GraciousMoves.com; Brooke@ 
GraciousMoves.com; Call Brooke, 912.655.9299

PAINTING AND  
POWER WASHING

Islands Painting • Proudly serving the Landings for 
over 20 years. We specialize in custom interior and 
exterior painting. We also do pressure washing of 
homes, sidewalks, driveways, etc. Wallpaper removal 
and much more!! Thank you for your consideration. 
Please see my reviews at TLA. Call Tommy Rigdon, 
912.308.4601 or email: tjrigdon@yahoo.com 

All American Low Country Painting • We are a 4th 
generation Painting business with over 60 Years of 
experience. All our work comes with a 2-year guar-
antee and paint from Sherwin Williams has a lifetime 
warranty. Please call us for your painting needs and all 
estimates are free of charge. We are locally owned and 
operated. Licensed and insured. Call Randy Parrish 
912.239.0206 or email randyparrish1976@gmail.
com to schedule your appointment. 

Bocanegra Painting, LLC. • High quality, affordable 
painting by licensed and insured local company. Ser-
vices include interior and exterior painting, popcorn 

ceiling removal, wood rot repair, cabinet refinishing 
and stains. We do the job right the first time with a 
hardworking crew and attention to detail. Our highly 
satisfied customers can be found in the Landings and 
surrounding island communities. Ask your neighbors 
and check out our reviews on NextDoor and Face-
book. References available. Call Jorge Bocanegra for 
a free estimate at 912.212.6379 or email at Bocane-
graPainting1@gmail.com.

PERSONAL HOME TRAINER       

MOTIVATED TO MOVE - SENIOR FITNESS • 
with Coach Michael Cohen - Safe, In-home or Vir-
tual Personal Training Sessions designed to help keep 
you moving. Michael Cohen, Olympic Coach and 
Olympic athlete brings his 50 plus years of exper-
tise to your home. Specializing in fitness for all ages, 
helping to improve balance, agility, posture, strength, 
and coordination. Michael can customize an exercise 
program to meet your specific needs, allowing you to 
remain active and maintain independence. Licensed, 
Certified, Insured and Background Screened. 912-
663-5833 or email: CohenWeightlifting@aol.com

SERVICES
Guy Friday with a Truck • Back just in time to help 
you with your after holiday clean outs!  Merry Christ-
mas and Happy New Year to everyone and thank you 
for all you have done in the past. Please call George 
at 912.660.0432.

Nest Estate Planning is Savannah’s partner in estate 
planning, trusts, wills, and more. Our planning is cli-
ent-centered, comprehensive, and flat-fee.  Whether 
you are retired and unsure about your existing plan or 
are a young family seeking peace of mind about the 
future, we look forward to meeting with you.  Virtual 
and house calls available.  NestEstatePlanning.com or 
912.405.NEST

TREE SERVICES 
Treemaster, Inc. • We offer these services for all of 
your tree needs: trimming, pruning, and removal. We 
also offer stump grinding. We’re bonded and insured.  
24-hour emergency service.  We accept all major 
credit cards except Discover. We are the sister com-
pany of Grassmasters, owned by Landings residents, 
Mike and Diane Schuman. Call us at 912.598.0140.  

SavATree and Downey/Evergreen Tree Service have 
joined forces to serve Savannah area communities. 
Our team of professional arborists provide environ-
mentally sensible tree and plant health care programs 
to keep your landscape safe, beautiful, and thriving. 
We take pride in helping our customers find the most 
appropriate solutions for their tree issues, whether 
they require diagnosis and treatment, pruning, or re-
movals. We’re proud to be servicing commercial and 
residential properties in Savannah and along Coast-
al Georgia. For a complimentary consultation, get 
in touch with us today. Call: 912.455.5041 Email: 
savannah@savatree.com Visit: savatree.com/consults

WINDOW CLEANING

Soap on a Rope • Power washing, window cleaning 
and more. Local, professional, personable, and fully 
insured. Voted Savannah’s best 2018, and 2019! From 
homes to high-rises. 912.233.1544 soaponaropeinc.
com
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“Wild Things” is a regular feature in  The Skinnie, featuring your photographs  of our beloved island.
Email your high-resolution photos to production@theskinnie.com. Please include your name

and a little info about where the photo was taken.

Top: David Smith was enjoying his lunch one Saturday afternoon, when he noticed someone else doing 
the same.

Bottom Left: Tighman Pitts tried to catch a young red tail hawk with an injured wing, 
which paused long enough to eat a snake. The hawk was taken to the vet for treatment.

Bottom Right: While on a golf cart ride, Tiffany Lane spotted a fox running by the marsh tower. 
Another resident said they believe it is the same fox that lives by their house and she has kits, 

perhaps fetching dinner for her children.

Above: Robert Guanti found this cormorant 
at the rookery on Bartram Road. In Asia, for 
more than a 1000 years, fisherman have 
trained cormorants to catch fish and return to 
the boat. 

Top Right: Trish Murphy observed this Coo-
per’s hawk pick up a Carolina chickadee and 
followed him to her back yard where he ate 
his lunch.

Bottom Right: Jorge Gojman snapped this 
during a December stroll at the Landings
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