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kids, and known to be both cocky and scrappy (aggressive and annoy-
ing) on the court during his playing days. On February 14, he was a 
guy in Savannah in a sweat suit accompanying his wife as she shopped. 

I’m not sure what got into me, but I stopped and turned back to-
wards Danny and said, “Really good win last night.” 

It’s likely he gets recognized in Boston, but Whole Foods in south 
Georgia the day after a late home game in the North End should lead 
to out-of-context anonymity, so Danny looked at me with a mix of 
surprise and distress. I pressed on, “I’m a die-hard fan…I’ve been so 
all my life.”

He let down his guard and extended his hand to shake mine. “I’m 
Danny,” he said. “What’s your name?” 

I introduced myself and asked what he was doing buying groceries 
well below the Mason-Dixon Line. “We’re meeting some of the kids – 
they live in New York – at the resort…Palmetto (long pause).”

“Palmetto Bluff,” I said. 
“Yeah, that’s it. We’re here for the holiday weekend, taking off the 

All Star break.”
“Playing some golf?” I asked. 
“Yep…it’s 26 in Boston today, so can’t get the sticks out up there.”
Apropos of very little, I said, “One of my kids lives in New York, 

too, and the other in D.C. And I lived in New York for 14 years.” 
I could hear myself speaking quickly, without logically progressing 
thoughts, and I imagined my face to be awkwardly scrunched up, just 
a little bit. “I spent 2018 in Boston, so I went to a bunch of games. 
My friend’s seats are in the first row, center court, right behind the 
TV guys.” 

I think he nodded and then asked, “How long have you lived here?” 
I replied, inexplicably, “Since 2015,” then immediately corrected 

myself, “I mean…2001.”
Danny processed the odd disconnect, perhaps wondering how I 

misplaced 14 years. 
“This is a fun year to be a fan,” I said. “I love the makeup of this 

team.” My confidence was suddenly building. He smiled and nodded 
as though he agreed. 

“Anyway,” I continued, “thank you for all you do for the team. 
You’re – like – the best in the business.” Why did I have to add the 
superfluous “like?!”

“Thank you. I really appreciate it. You’re very kind.”
In retrospect, I think Danny might have been open to chatting 

some more. But I shut things down. “Well, have a good visit,” I said 
with finality. 

I walked away energized; but, soon I began to re-encounter the 
Ainges again and again as we wondered the store. Should I nod, look 
away, say something or nothing at all? 

I got to my car and brought my fist down hard on the steering 
wheel. I should have invited Danny and his sons to play a round at 
my club. I should have given him my card. Danny and I should be 
new-best-friends. But I choked – I didn’t take the shot with the clock 
running down. Sadly (at least a tiny twinge), Danny’s probably back 
in Massachusetts wondering if he’s one power forward short of a po-
tential championship this year.    
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Last Thursday, February 13, I did what I do most of the 82 nights 
the Boston Celtics are playing (and that’s just the regular season…
if you count the playoffs, the number is likely to approach 100). I 
scanned up and down my channel guide to find the game and settled 
in with a cigar. February 13 was a particularly compelling night for a 
Celtics fan (which is a thing – Celtics fan – that I have been since I 
was a little boy). 

The Cs were hosting the Los Angeles Clippers, probably one of the 
five best teams in the NBA, and this would be the last game before the 
All Star break. Ending the first half (actually 65 percent) of the season 
on a positive note seemed like an important thing. The Cs had been 
on a bit of a roll since MLK Day, winning 10 of 12 games during the 
stretch, but they had dropped their previous contest in Houston, and 
looked lethargic and lousy doing so. Georgia native and key compo-
nent, Jaylen Brown, would sit on the bench in street clothes, con-
tinuing the C’s season-long injury curse. Entertaining the star-laden 
Clippers would be a big test. 

I’ll try to limit the sports-geek talk; I’ve probably overdone it al-
ready and lost 80 percent of my readers by now. In summary, on 
February 13, the Celtics won a hard-fought, double-overtime game; 
one that, at various times, I was certain they had both locked up and 
frittered away. Moreover, they scored 141 points, which, in case you’re 
not an NBA-watcher, is kind of a lot.

During the action, my dad and I texted back-and-forth, our nor-
mal routine. My mom checked in occasionally, too. Our cable/satel-
lite/smart phone continuum enables us to watch the games “togeth-
er” without getting up from our respective favorite chairs (his in his 
house, and mine in mine). This is the 2020 version of a much more 
primitive arrangement from almost 50 years ago. Back then, we sat 
in his pale yellow Buick Riviera in the driveway of our Pennsylvania 
home and listened to raspy and legendary Johnny Most on WBZ, 
broadcasting live from the Boston Garden more than 400 miles to the 
northeast, carried by radio waves made rangy by the night sky.

On February 13, close to midnight, my father and I both went to 
sleep content.

The next day, Friday, I made a mid-afternoon trip to Whole Foods. 
Walking from the cheese counter to the snack aisle, I passed close to a 
man and a woman – she determinedly filling her cart; he, unhurried, 
slightly disengaged, and conspicuously tall. I scanned the man’s face 
quickly, not looking for details but, more like, entertaining my rest-
less eyes. Instinctively, I looked elsewhere, away from the man, before 
involuntarily refocusing on him while trying not to draw attention to 
myself.

Sure enough – my first glance was true. The man was Danny Ainge, 
and chances are the name means nothing to you. But it means a lot 
me – the Celtics fan. Ainge is currently general manager and presi-
dent of basketball operations for the Celtics, and he was an important 
player on two of the franchise’s world championship teams. He is an 
unusually gifted athlete, playing both in the NBA and Major League 
Baseball. He is devoted to his Mormon faith and the father of six adult 
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In 1904, the automobile industry was new 
and its retail outlets rare – and rarified. 
Thomas Archer Bryson and his sons sold 

luxury Packard automobiles to wealthy Sa-
vannahians, later adding Nash and Ajax to 
their product line. 

The Bryson Hall building was designed by 
noted early-20th-century architect, Hyman 
Witcover, according to Luciana Spracher, 
director of the City of Savannah Municipal 
Archive. Savannah’s City Hall is also among 
Witcover’s credited work. Jonathan Stalcup, 
a SCAD-educated architectural historian and 
owner of Architectural Tours of Savannah, 
notes the building is an example of the art 
nouveau style. The first clue, he says, is the 
distinctive lettering style of the name and 
year inscribed on the building. “T.A. Bryson 

Automobile Garage” reads the copper-let-
tered, inscription on the building’s façade.

“In art nouveau architecture,” he adds, 
“brick is often used as a sculptural element,” 
something to be seen in the movement of 
brick ridges and trenches that form jazzy lines 
which resist the horizontal. To some, Bryson 
Hall appears as modern now as it must have 
looked in 1904.

An automobile dealership in the middle 
of Savannah’s Historic Landmark District? 
Sounds crazy until you realize that, in 1904, 
the city center was Downtown, and Down-
town was the city center, sum and total. Not 
until the mid-1910s and into ensuing de-
cades would the town grow to proportions 
prompting its earliest suburbs. Of course, it 

By RogeR Smith

Discovering 
Bryson Hall

was the automobile, with some help from streetcars, which made such 
sprawl feasible. 

It’s ironic that this vestige of the early automobile stands in the 
heart of historic Savannah. Aside from the car’s role in the abandon-
ment of Savannah’s oldest neighborhoods and the concurrent flight to 
the suburbs, vehicular traffic through the squares was never too distant 
a threat throughout much of the 20th century. Emergency vehicles 
routinely drove on dirt lanes right through the middle of the squares 
of Abercorn Street. They may have done the same on Bull Street were 
it not for five monuments standing guard, one in the center of each 
square. Thus, the imposing monuments erected to express the values 
of one era at least partially tempered the activities of latter time pe-
riods.

CHIPPEWA SQUARE
Understanding Savannah’s time periods demands historical agility. 

Such is Bryson Hall’s neighborhood, and such is Savannah. In 1910, 
Savannah’s civic leaders erected the monument to city founder Gen. 
James Oglethorpe in adjacent Chippewa Square – looking right at 
Bryson Hall. Chippewa Square was named for a battle in Canada. 
Perhaps forgotten today, it was certainly on the minds of patriotic Sa-
vannahians just after the War of 1812. The same can be said for Brown 
Ward, the municipal unit in which Chippewa Square lies. Established 
in 1815, it was named for Maj. Gen. Jacob Jennings Brown, hero of 
the forgotten battle. Around the square sprang two- and three-sto-
ry clapboard residences; one still stands just east of Bryson Hall, a 
dignified, white-painted, wooden structure from 1820. Add to the 
Chippewa Square family First Baptist Church, whose founding in 
1800 makes it one of the later “first” congregations, but whose build-
ing, dating to 1830, gives it the distinction of being the oldest extant 
house of worship in Savannah.  There is also Savannah Theatre, built 
in 1818 by the visiting architect William Jay. Following multiple fires, 
the theater now looks modern (well, maybe retro) because of its 1940s 
neon marquee. It’s easy to imagine the flashy cars driving out of T.A. 

DiscoveringPedestrians passing by 
Bryson Hall, near the 

intersection of Bull and 
Perry Streets in the 

heart of the Historic 
District, typically won’t 

look up to treetop 
level to discover 

evidence near the 
building’s parapet that 

reveals something 
fascinating: The 
four-story, red-
brick structure 

was originally an 
automobile dealership. 

Bryson Hall, with the Town and Country storefront. On the far right, you 
can still see evidence of the gas pump from when the building was an 
auto dealership.
Opposite page: A 1904 Packard auto, typical of what T.A. Bryson and 
Sons would have sold in their showroom on East Perry Street.

XMARKS THE SPOT
(or a monument or plaque or something)
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Bryson’s establishment and rolling past the 
Savannah Theatre.

I DO…
Beginning in the 1960s, a portion of the 

building served as an eastern expansion of 
Town and Country, a posh women’s clothing 
store whose primary footprint was at the cor-
ner of Bull and West Perry Streets. The mere 
mention of the store transports longtime res-
idents and natives to 1960s and ‘70s Savan-
nah. “Along with Fine’s and Lady Jane, Town 
and Country formed the triumvirate of wom-
en’s apparel for upper-crust Savannah,” re-
members Savannahian Sally Rountree Klein. 

At the age of 16, her first job was as a 
sales girl at Town and Country, from 1969 
to 1973. According to Klein, the expand-
ed space in Bryson Hall was, among other 
things, the setting for the store’s bridal gowns. 
After the building was re-invented into an 
upscale venue for weddings and other events, 
one can’t help wonder how many recent 
brides celebrated their weddings in the same 
space where their mothers or grandmothers 
purchased their own wedding dresses.

Outside, the curb along West Perry Street 

is still cut with a driveway apron that allowed 
cars to be driven in and out of the large glass 
doors. An observant passer-by will notice 
trees not only at the top of the building but 
also on the top of the building, where there’s 
a stunning rooftop garden. 

The building’s current/longtime owners 
(who prefer anonymity) elected some 20 
years ago to move from midtown Savannah 
and make their home on the two top floors of 
the historic auto dealership. “It wasn’t easy to 
convince my husband to leave our comfort-
able home in Habersham Woods,” the wife 
says, “but when I told him we’d be living on 
Chippewa Square, he got on board.”

One of the current residents also revealed 
that the building was outfitted with a car-
sized elevator for moving vehicles from one 
level to another, and a gas pump behind the 
building. It required significant effort to re-
move the petroleum tank, still located be-
neath Perry Lane. But the two-year project 
was a labor of love.

“If you think it was easy or inexpensive to 
make a residence out of an old commercial 
building, then you’d be wrong,” one of the 
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Throughout the 1960s and ‘70s, Town and Country was among the womens clothiers catering 
to Savannah high society.

owners explains. “There are all kinds of re-
quirements when a residence will exist above 
commercial real estate.”

Christian Sottile is from a large and 
well-rooted Savannah family, and he is also 
one of Savannah’s best-known architects. 
Moreover, he’s a brilliant thinker and lectur-
er on our city’s built environment. He once 
said in a presentation that Savannah has very 
few truly great buildings. As indignant gasps 
throughout the audience finally died down, 
he added, sheepishly and still potentially in-
sultingly, that Savannah’s best buildings are 
“strong and dumb.” He explained: What is 
often sentimentalized in Savannah as great 
architecture is merely a series of very well 
built boxes, often two or three deep and 
usually two, three or four tall. These “box-
es” retain general but not rigid regularity of 
height, scale, mass and building materials. 
Across time, these “strong and dumb” struc-
tures have withstood – flourished – through 
a variety of uses. 

“Strong and dumb” works for Savannah, 
and it works for Bryson Hall, now in the 
midst of yet another transformation. In its 
more-than-100-year history, Bryson Hall has S

purveyed prestige transportation and bespoke 
clothing for Savannah society. It has hosted 
large events and provided private dwelling 
space for its owner-occupants.

The event space recently closed, and is 
now being reimagined as upscale real estate 
offices for prominent Savannah realtor Cora 
Bett Thomas. It’s no surprise that the elegant 
marble floors and intricate iron stair railing – 
inaugurally beautiful when Mr. Bryson sold 

Packards – will remain as a hallmark of high-
end sales, this time in historic Savannah real 
estate. 

Roger Smith, a Savannah native, formerly 
served as the director of education at the Geor-
gia Historical Society. He currently directs The 
Learning Center of Senior Citizens, Inc.  Find 
out more about The Learning Center at www.
seniorcitizensinc.org
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The O’Neal family, c. 2015: Patrick, Ellie, Brennan, Patrick and Missie

Patrick 
and Missie
O’Neal

For many military families, the strains of service are not consoli-
dated solely on the shoulders of the man or woman in uniform. 
So it is for Patrick and Missie O’Neal – the couple is a team, 

supporting one another, while supporting the men and women and 
families in the purview of Patrick’s commands. 

Patrick is a rising colonel in the Army. Missie is a dedicated mil-
itary spouse – a steadfast wife and busy mom – with a challenging 
career doing important mission-driven work. They are both busy, and 
committed to each other and the responsibilities that accompany lead-
ership. 

Missie is a graduate of Wilkes University in Pennsylvania, where 
she was an All-American basketball player, majoring in journalism and 
communications. While coaching the woman’s basketball team at El-
mira College in New York – the Eagles – she earned a master’s degree 
in education. Her next stop on the basketball circuit was West Point, 
as the assistant coach for the Cadets’ women’s basketball team. Besides 
the joy or beating Navy, the stint led to another victory for the coach 
– meeting her future husband, a tall, former Army basketball player 
and senior cadet – Patrick.

Patrick graduated from West Point in 1996, the fifth member of his 
family to serve Uncle Sam. His father, both grandfathers and an un-
cle all are military veterans. Patrick and Missie were married in 1998 
when he was on leave from a 10-month deployment to Bosnia as part 
of Operation Joint Endeavor.

Patrick’s resumé also includes two 15-month deployments to Iraq 
as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom – first as the 1st Cavalry Regi-
ment’s Headquarters Squadron’s S-3 (operations planning for expected 
combat) officer; the second with the 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, 
where he served as the S-3 and executive officer for the 1st Squadron 
Tigers, and as regimental operations officer.

Following his second deployment to Iraq, Patrick helped the Army 
transform the 3rd Cavalry Regiment at Fort Hood, Texas, from an 
armored cavalry regiment to a Stryker brigade combat team (SBCT), 
while commanding the 3rd Cavalry Regiment’s 2nd “Sabre” Squad-
ron. An SBCT is the gap between the Army’s heavy and light fighting 
forces. Its main combat vehicle in a Stryker brigade is an eight-wheeled 

They Serve by Ron Lauretti

open vehicle, which can hold nine soldiers. The vehicle sacrifices the 
heavy firepower of an M-1 tank in favor of greater speed and maneu-
verability.

From inside the armored turret of a lead Abrams tank to the halls of 
the Pentagon, Patrick has served with distinction. He was part of the 
Pentagon’s Executive Strategy Group followed by assignment to the 
immediate office of the Secretary of Defense. 

Patrick is a genuine credit to his cherished Army. In addition to 
his field command experience, he has an impressive academic back-
ground. He majored in international and strategic history at West 
Point. Since then, he has earned two master’s degrees – one in national 
security strategy at the National War College, the other in military arts 
and science from the Air Command and Staff College.

 
Patrick is is currently the commanding officer of the 3rd Infan-

try Division’s 2nd Armored Brigade Combat Team (the “Spartans”), 
based at Fort Stewart. An armored brigade combat team (ABCT) is 
the Army’s primary armored force. At full strength, it has about 4,100 
soldiers operating and maintaining 90 Abrams tanks, 90 Bradley in-
fantry fighting vehicles, and multi-purpose armored personnel carri-
ers. An ABCT is capable of operating independently, if required, while 
still under the overall command and strategy of the division. Patrick 
is preparing to lead the 2nd ABCT in Defender 20-20, a four-month 
deployment to Europe. Troops from various NATO countries will be 
involved, led by the U.S. Army. The main objective of U.S. participa-
tion will be to demonstrate our readiness to support our allies should 
the need arise.

The O’Neals have moved 22 times, demonstrating that life is never 
easy for military families. Deployments make it even more challeng-
ing, but Missie is extremely proud of her husband and wouldn’t have 
it any other way. When Patrick is away, Missie fills the roles of both 
mother and father to their three children – Brennan, a sophomore in 
the Corps of Cadets at the University of North Georgia in Dahlone-
ga; Patrick, who will soon be leaving for Coast Guard boot camp at 
Cape May, New Jersey; and Ellie, an eighth-grader at Midway Middle 
School in Liberty County. 

Missie is an expert in time-management for her many family obli-
gations. As an episodic “single parent” (when Patrick is deployed) she 
must:
• Manage household finances
• Engage with the children’s education and school activities
• Address family health and medical needs
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• Provide family shuttle service and maintain the family cars
• Take care of the family dog
• See to necessary home repairs

Basically, as it is for military spouses when the service member is 
called away, Missie manages a robust “honey do” list without the hon-
ey handy to help.

As the wife of a senior officer at Fort Stewart, Missie often plays 
the role of “mother hen” for incoming families. Resources – stores, 
activities, service providers – incoming soldiers and their families need 
help navigating their new, unfamiliar home base. Missie is there to for 
counsel and encouragement. “It comes naturally for me, because I like 
to help people,” she says.

Missie is the chief operating officer of Companions for Heroes 
(CFH, featured in our January 24, 2020 issue), which provides com-
panion or service dogs to military veterans to help ease the trauma 
of PTSD. She frequently commutes to CFH’s offices in Brunswick, 
occasionally farther for important assignments related to CFH. 

With her busy work schedule, family responsibilities and volunteer 
commitments, Missie is a prototypical “unsung hero.” She is repre-
sentative of the families of our men and women in uniform. These 
families’ can-do attitudes and selfless support for one another are in-
spirational and foundational to our nation’s security and prosperity. 
They may not have a medal or a uniform to pin it on, but they have 
earned our gratitude and profound respect. 
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The St. Joseph’s/Candler Foundations 18th annual Candler 
Clays Charity Shoot is scheduled for Friday and Saturday, 
February 28 and 29. The two-day event combines a charity 

auction and reception at the Plantation Club at the Landings with a 
clay shooting competition at the Forest City Gun Club. The reception 
and charity auction is Friday evening, February 28, while the headline 
event is the following day at the Forest City Gun Club, with shoot 
times scheduled for 9 a.m., 12 noon, and 3 p.m. 

Proceeds from the annual event support local cancer programs and 
research initiatives at the Nancy N. and J.C. Lewis Cancer and Re-
search Pavilion at St. Joseph’s/Candler. Of particular focus this year is 
the enhancement of the patient experience through the nurse naviga-
tion program and the music therapy initiatives – programs already in 
place and targeted for expansion. 

“This event has such a following of enthusiastic volunteers, partici-
pants and sponsors, and has become a strong tradition each February,” 
says Vernice Rackett, Executive Director of the St. Joseph’s/Candler 
Foundations. “Each year our corporate and in-kind sponsors whole-
heartedly embrace this event in support of our patient-care initiatives. 
Candler Clays has a regional following, with participants traveling 
from all over the South to participate.”  

The St. Joseph’s/Candler Foundations provides needed financial 
support to vital clinical programs, assists in the purchase of cut-
ting-edge medical technology, and enhances outreach programs de-
signed to keep people in our community healthy. This important ed-
ucational component encourages people to be more proactive about 
their health and disease management.

This year’s auction features a wide variety of packages for nearly 
every interest, including a special duck hunting experience, a quail 
hunt at Dorchester Shooting Preserve, tickets to the Masters golf tour-
nament, a catered oyster roast for 40 people, a seven-night escape to 
Italy for four, as well as travel experiences to New York and Sea Island. 
Other auction packages include special evenings and local experiences 

Live smart

Candler Clays Supports 
Local Cancer Programs 

and Research 

Cindy Murphy is the 2020 Candler Clays distinguished honoree.

The ninth 
a n n u a l 
Get Your 

Rear in Gear® 5K 
Walk/Run in sup-
port of colon can-
cer awareness and 
prevention will 
be held Saturday, 
March 7, at the 
Lewis Cancer and 
Research Pavilion, 
located directly 
across from Can-
dler Hospital on 
Reynolds Street. 
Activities begin at 8 a.m. 

Sponsored in part by St. Joseph’s/Can-
dler, Gastroenterology Consultants of 
Savannah, Fleet Feet Sports, WTOC-TV, 
The Savannah Morning News and 98.7 
The River, this event honors the memo-
ry of longtime WTOC-TV news anchor 
Mike Manhatton, who battled and finally 
succumbed to colon cancer in 2014.  

Get Your Rear in Gear® events are held 
throughout the country, and the series is 
North America’s largest related to colon 
cancer prevention. The series is designed 
to unite people across the country to pro-
vide support and hope for those who have 
had their lives affected by our nation’s sec-
ond leading cause of cancer deaths, and to 
encourage individuals of appropriate ages 
to get screened. However, the overarch-
ing message of the Get Your Rear in Gear 
event is bigger than just a message about 
colon cancer. It is a message for every-
one to take action, lead longer healthier 
lives, go to the doctor regularly, listen to 
their bodies when something isn’t right, 
and get answers, regardless of age. It also 
encourages people to urge everyone they 
know to talk to their doctor sooner rather 
than later about a colon cancer screening.

Money raised stays in local communi-
ties, helping with prevention, early detec-
tion, treatment and healthy living projects 
for patients currently fighting the disease. 
Specifically, the Savannah race directly 
benefits the Lewis Cancer and Research 
Pavilion’s effort to provide early detection 
and prevention tools, such as colonosco-
py screenings, to those who might not 
otherwise be able to afford them. 

Registration for the 5K Run/Walk is 
now open, and participants can register 
online at www.fleetfeetsavannah.com/
rearingear. The fee is $25. Registration 
ends March 6, and there will be a price 
increase after March 4. 

The event also offers a free Kids Fun 
Run and provides a special opportunity 
to honor survivors and those lost to colon 
cancer in our community. The Kids Fun 
Run starts at 8:15 a.m., followed by the 
5K Run/Walk. 

By participating in the event or sup-
porting participants, you can positively 
impact screening rates and mortality rates 
from this highly preventable or treatable 
cancer.

For additional information or to sign 
up, visit sjchs.org, St. Joseph’s/Candler’s 
Facebook page, or Get Your Rear In Gear 
Savannah’s Facebook Page.

9th Annual ‘Get Your Rear
In Gear’ Set For March 7 

Mike Manhatton

at some of Savannah finest restaurants 
and other events.   

While tickets to the live auc-
tion and reception are limit-
ed, the foundations offers 
a GOLDEN TICKET 
raffle that allows the 
winner to choose the 
prize package of his 
or her choice prior 
to the start of the 
auction. For more in-
formation on the auc-
tion packages or how 
to purchase your own 
golden ticket, please 
visit sjchs.org/
foundations. 

T h i s 
year’s pre-
s e n t i n g 
sponsor is 
JE Dunn 
Construc-
tion, a 

Reception and Auction 
Friday, February 28, 6:30 p.m.

The Plantation Club at The Landings

Charity Clay Shoot
Saturday, February 29, 9 a.m., Noon, 3 p.m.

Forest City Gun Club
Breakfast and Lunch Provided

 www.theskinnie.com

family and employee-owned commercial 
general contractor with expertise in construc-
tion management, program management 
and design/build projects. The Savannah of-
fice was founded in 1956, where local owner-
ship remains in place. 

The 2020 Candler Clays distinguished 
honoree has spent most of her adult life mak-
ing sure that those who suffer from cancer 
and other life-threatening illnesses have a 
fighting chance and a less complicated, less 
stressful journey. A dedicated volunteer, a 
passionate advocate for women’s health, and 
an ardent supporter of faith-based, not-for-
profit healthcare, Cindy Murphy has been a 
long-time champion of access to high-qual-
ity, high-tech, compassionate care in our 
community. She has been connected to St. 
Joseph’s/Candler since 1977 when she began 
her career as a social worker at Candler Hos-
pital. In the late ‘90s she became actively in-
volved in “Women on the Go,” an event that 
ultimately evolved into the SmartWomen 
Luncheon and Expo. She has worked tireless-
ly to help thousands of women in our com-
munity facing health challenges. Since the in-
ception of SmartWomen, the event has raised 
more than $1 million for women’s health 
services, particularly breast cancer. Murphy 
chaired the event in 2007 and received the 
Mary Telfair Volunteer of the Year Award for 
her dedicated efforts. She joined the St. Jo-
seph’s/Candler Foundations Board in 1998, 
and currently serves as its Chairperson. She 
also serves on the St. Joseph’s/Candler Board 
of Trustees.

Murphy gained a new understanding and 
additional empathy for those facing health 
challenges when she received her own breast 
cancer diagnosis in 2018. With the support 
of her husband, Walter, her three daughters 
and five grandchildren, she faced her diagno-
sis with the same determination, grace and 
dignity that she has exhibited throughout the 
years as an advocate for others. She has suc-
cessfully come through treatment with a re-
affirmed determination to help others, along 
with a new appreciation of the numerous 
staff members and clinical professionals at 
the Lewis Cancer and Research Pavilion and 
St. Joseph’s/Candler who made her cancer 
journey a successful one.

For more information, please visit sjchs.org/
foundations, or call the foundations office at 
819.8683. 
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It takes a tremendous amount of trust to place your financial future 
in the hands of a wealth manager. And because of that, you might 
assume that every wealth manager is required – legally and ethi-

cally – to put your best interest before their own. However, that is not 
always the case. 

In the financial world, there are two distinct standards of care. The 
fiduciary standard requires a wealth manager to put your best interest 
first, while the suitability standard is less rigid. As an investor, you 
have the power to choose which is right for you, your family, and your 
wealth. 

Under the suitability standard, an advisor must reasonably be-
lieve the investments or strategies he or she recommends are suitable 
considering your financial resources, investment objectives, and risk 
profile. These recommendations are not required to be “ideal” or “op-
timal,” and inherent conflicts of interest – such as commissions and 
sales incentives — are permitted, without the need for disclosure to 
you, the client.

In 1940, the Investment Advisor Act of 1940 created a new legal 
classification of financial advice. Under the fiduciary standard of care, 

an advisor must put your best interest first in every recommendation. 
Their advice must be the best possible fit for your financial goals, chal-
lenges and needs. Recommendations that are “suitable” – but not op-
timal – do not meet this standard of care. Most importantly, conflicts 
of interest must be clearly disclosed to you. As a result, most fiduciary 
advisors are fee-only and do not receive commissions.

VISUALIZING THE DIFFERENCE
Today, 80 years later, the financial industry is still segmented along 

these basic lines. While the difference between the suitability standard 
and the fiduciary standard may sound small, it can be helpful to con-
sider an analogy: buying a new sailboat.

Under the suitability standard, the salesman must recommend sail-
boats that are “suitable” for your needs, but the boat doesn’t need to 
be ideal, optimal, or “the best possible fit.” The salesman may also get 
paid more if you choose a 40-foot sailboat instead of a 35-foot sail-
boat. Additionally, he might earn a bonus for selling 10 sailboats this 
month (and he’s sold nine so far). In all of this, he is permitted to place 
his best interest before yours.

Under the fiduciary standard, the salesman must clearly explain any 

By Melissa Bouchillon and Eddie Ambrose

The Fiduciary Standard of Care
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conflicts of interest – sales incentives or commissions – that could in-
fluence his or her recommendations. The fiduciary salesman is legally 
and ethically required to put your best interest before his or her own. 
This person is fundamentally in the business of providing advice, and 
the goal is to help you find the best possible sailboat for your needs – 
regardless of make, model or size.

IDENTIFYING THE DIFFERENCE
In recent years, there have been attempts to mandate the fiduciary 

standard across the financial industry. Ultimately, we believe that cli-
ent choice will always exist. If working with a fiduciary advisor seems 
like a good fit for you, there are a couple of ways to tell which standard 
of care a wealth manager is held to. First, look at their licensing. If 
your wealth manager is a Registered Investment Advisor (RIA), look 
no further: They’re a fiduciary, by definition. If they are not registered 
as an RIA, asking direct questions is your best bet.

• How are you compensated?
• Do you earn a commission based on the investments within my
   portfolio?
• Do you earn more commission for certain investments and less for
   others?
• Are you always required to put my best interest before that of your
   own and your firm?
• Are you a fiduciary?

Melissa Bouchillon and Eddie Ambrose are proud to work as sworn 
fiduciaries with Sound View Wealth Advisors. S
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Lengthening life spans and soaring 
health care costs are increasing the 
likelihood that seniors will need Med-

icaid to pay for nursing home care. The 2019 
Genworth Cost of Care study revealed that 
10,000 Baby Boomers a day will be added 
to the ranks of senior citizens (65 and older) 
between now and 2030. The study concludes 
that 7 out of 10 seniors will require long-
term care at some point in their lives.

The cost of care at assisted living facilities 
and nursing homes is outpacing the U.S. 
inflation rate, according to the study, caus-
ing seniors to quickly deplete their savings. 
The study found that the average cost of a 
semi-private room in a nursing home in Sa-
vannah is $6,007, nearly triple the average 
senior income. Accordingly, it is not surpris-
ing that 72 percent of nursing home residents 
in Georgia rely on Medicaid, according to a 
2015 Kaiser Family Foundation study.

Once the safety net of the poor, Medicaid 
has quickly become the only option for sol-
idly middle class retirees who have exhausted 
their insurance and outlived their relatives 
and resources. With the high likelihood that 
Medicaid may be in your future, it is prudent 
to discuss your options with an elder law 
attorney, before you or your spouse require 
treatment. 

First, long-term care is often required for 
an illness or an injury that may render the pa-

Most Seniors Will
Need Nursing
Home Care
Plan Ahead for Medicaid Spending
By Richard Barid and Michael Smith

tient incapable of making decisions regarding 
treatment. Secondly, the stress or immediacy 
of an illness or injury may limit your capacity 
for making wise decisions. Finally, Medicaid 
is a complicated government program that 
many people misunderstand, and you could 
unknowingly render yourself or your spouse 
ineligible without proper counsel.

If you speak with an elder law attorney 
while you and your spouse are healthy, you 
can explore all of the possible options based 
on various scenarios. Depending on the se-
verity of an illness or injury, you may want 
to consider the less expensive option of an 
assisted living facility or home health aide 
rather than a nursing home. Planning now 
will allow you to visit different facilities and 
compare prices, something that may not be 
possible in a crisis. An elder law attorney can 
clarify the difference be-
tween Medicare and 
Medicaid, and 
care payment 

strategies including long-term care insurance, 
reverse mortgages, and Medicaid planning.

If you think you may need Medicaid in 
the next five years, you should be very care-
ful about financial decisions. Medicaid has a 
five-year look-back period, and any financial 
moves that appear to divert your savings to 
qualify for Medicaid could affect your eligi-
bility. Something as innocent as taking out 
a home equity loan or giving a child money 
to pay for college expenses could result in a 
penalty. Medicaid has strict income and asset 
limitations. The maximum allowable income 
to qualify for Med-
icaid in Geor-
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gia is $2,313, and the maximum asset limit is 
$2,000 for countable assets. Countable assets 
include bank accounts and a second home, 
but do not generally include a primary resi-
dence or vehicle. A spouse that does not re-
quire nursing home care is allowed $123,600 
in assets as a community spouse resource al-
lowance. 

Because everyone’s financial situation 
is different, it is important to consult with 
a qualified elder law attorney to determine 
whether or not you qualify for Medicaid, and 
how you may want to structure your assets 
to preserve your spouse’s resources without 
affecting your eligibility.

Richard Barid and Michael Smith are 
co-founders of Savannah-based law firm Smith 
Barid LLC, which focuses on estate planning, 
special needs planning and elder law.

SConsulting with an attorney experienced in elder care law can help protect your retirement nest 
egg, insuring that you your golden years are adequately financed.
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WHAT ELSE: Come explore the wonderful 
world of raptors as Georgia Southern’s Wildlife 
Education Center brings its fine feathered friends 
to the Landings. Cameras are permitted. Pets and 
food are prohibited.

MEOW MIXER
WHAT: Marti Gras Fur Ball, fundraiser for 
Islands Feral Cat Project
WHEN: Saturday Feb. 22, 7 to 11 p.m.
WHERE: American Legion Post 154, Tybee 
Island
HOW MUCH: Tickets $30, at the door or at 
Seaside Sisters Shop, Hwy 80, Tybee Islandor call 
912.777.3289
WHAT ELSE: Helping feral and community cats 
on the islands and in Savannah. Cash bar, door 
prizes, silent auction, raffle, and costume contest. 
Music by the Christy Alan Band

MOVIE MUSIC
WHAT: Savannah Philharmonic “Cinephile 
du Joure” 
WHEN: Sunday, Feb. 23, 5 p.m.
WHERE: Evangelical Lutheran Church of the 
Ascension, 120 Bull St.
HOW MUCH: $25; Tickets available at www.
savannahphilharmonic.org or call 912.232.6002
CONTACT: www.savannahphilharmonic.org or 
912.232.6002
WHAT ELSE: Flutist Jeana Melilli, pianist Ben 
Warsaw, and friends, will perform Copland’s 

“Duo for Flute and Piano” (featuring music from 
“The Heiress”), as well as works of Miklos Rozsa, 
Nino Rota, Ennio Morricone and others.

THAT ‘70S SHOW
WHAT: Savannah Theatre’s “The Rockin’ 70s” 
WHEN: Tuesday and Wednesday, Feb. 25 and 
26, 6 to 9 p.m.
WHERE: Plantation Ballroom
HOW MUCH: $125 per person (dinner + show)
CONTACT: Lynn Gensamer, 912.856.8874
WHAT ELSE: Skidaway Island Rotary Club 
presents its annual dinner theater show, a high-en-
ergy troupe of singers, dancers and musicians 
(including three dueling pianos), supporting early 
childhood education and at-risk kids in Savannah. 

IN THE CHIPS
WHAT: 2nd annual Royal Flush Casino Night, 
benefitting Habitat for Humanity
WHEN: Thursday, Feb. 27, 7 p.m.
WHERE: Savannah Station, 601 Cohen St.
HOW MUCH: Individual tickets - $60; couples 
- $90 
CONTACT: Shantina Waldburg at swaldburg@
rotosavannah.com
WHAT ELSE: Casino game tables, live mu-
sic, dancing, drinks, heavy hors d’oeuvres and 
great prizes. Visit https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/the-second-annual-roto-rooter-plumb-
ers-of-savannah-royal-flush-casino-night-tick-
ets-89887964321. 

KOSHER CONNECTIONS
WHAT: JWOL Progressive Social Evening
WHEN: Saturday, Feb. 29, 7 p.m.
WHERE: Members’ homes
HOW MUCH: $10 per couple ($5 per person)
CONTACT: ar_frank @msn.com or pattkyoga@
gmail.com. 
WHAT ELSE: Join JWOL friends for the first 
social event of the year. The evening will have 
multiple locations. Everyone attending will bring 
a kosher style hors d’oeuvre or dessert. Space may 
be limited to first-come, first-served.

KEY PLAYERS
WHAT: Young Artist Piano Competition for solo 
and duet performers
WHEN: Sunday, March 1, at 3 p.m.
WHERE: St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 3 West 
Ridge Rd.
HOW MUCH: Free and open to the public
CONTACT: tmckee@stpeterssavannah.org
WHAT: Solo pianists in upper and lower divisions 
and duet teams compete for cash prizes. The pub-
lic is invited to hear our local amazing talent.

CERVUS WITH A PURPOSE
WHAT: Bingo at the Elks Lodge
WHEN: Sundays at 7 p.m. and Wednesdays at 
7:30 p.m.
WHERE: 183 Wilshire Blvd
WHAT ELSE: $1,500 in prizes. All proceeds 
benefit Elks charities.

WHO NEW?
WHAT: New Neighbors 
WHEN: Visit www.landingsnewneighbors.com 
to see our calendar  
CONTACT: Visit our website or contact Milli at 
nnnewmember@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE:  The club offers more than 250 
different activities from biking, golf, pickleball, 
walking groups or fishing to Mahjong, Bridge, 
Needle-arts and Canasta. We have exciting mili-
tary tours and special events for you to enjoy right 
here on Skidaway Island.

GOTTA LOVE IT
WHAT: Landlovers membership now open to all 
island residents
HOW MUCH:  Each $30 membership fee covers 
one household of one or two adults 
CONTACT: Cec Calcaterra, Landloversmember-
ship@gmail.com or 803.309.5883
WHAT ELSE: Landings Landlovers is a philan-
thropic and social organization now open to all 
island residents. More information and details 
can be found at www.landingslandlover.com. Our 
membership year runs from Sep. 1, 2019 through 
Aug. 31, 2020. 

HORSE SENSE
WHAT: Pegasus Riding Academy volunteers 
needed
WHERE: Old Roberds Dairy, 2500 Tennessee 
Ave., Savannah
CONTACT: For information and directions, visit 
www.prasav.org or call 912.547.6482
WHAT ELSE: Pegasus Riding Academy is a 
therapeutic riding program providing safe, pro-
fessional and ethical equine-assisted activities for 
individuals with physical, mental and emotional 
disabilities. Volunteers are needed to assist these 
special children. Horse experience not necessary.

TICKET MASTERS
WHAT:  Skyway Capital Markets Pro-Am Scram-
ble Raffle Tickets
WHEN: On sale now
HOW MUCH: $150 per ticket
CONTACT:  Jack Welch or Yvonne DuRoss, 
treasureroflandlovers@gmail.com. 
WHAT ELSE:  The 2020 raffle winner will field 
a threesome of golfers who will play in an 18-hole 
scramble accompanied by two of the Korn Ferry 
Tour pros (on each nine) to round out the team’s 

foursome. Each golfer in the Pro-Am three-
some will receive two tickets to the Eagles 
Nest, two tickets for the entire Korn Ferry 

event, and merchandise. 

WHERE FOR ART THOU?
WHAT: Special Landings Art Association Exhibit 
at The Landings Company
WHEN:  Now through Saturday, Feb. 29, during 
office hours
WHERE: Landings Welcome Center, 1 Landings 
Way North
WHAT ELSE: Island wildlife and landscapes 
in oils, watercolors, mixed media and photos by 
more than a dozen of the Landings Art Associa-
tion’s most talented artists.

CAN YOU CANASTA?
WHAT: Landlovers Lucky Canasta
WHEN: Friday,  Feb. 21, 28, 9 to 11 a.m. 
WHERE: Plantation Club, Hill Room
CONTACT: Leanne and Jean, LLcanastacards@
gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Instructions offered for experi-
enced and new Canasta players. If you are new 
to the game, please attend three instructional 
sessions. Must be a Landings Club member (in 
accordance with Landings Club policy) and a 
Landlovers member to participate.

BOTTOMS UP
WHAT: “Potable Gold: Savannah’s Madeira 
Tradition”
WHEN:  Fridays and Saturdays Feb. 21, 22, 28, 
29 at 5:30 p.m.
WHERE:  Davenport House Museum, 324 E. 
State St.
HOW MUCH: $22 + tax; Reservations recom-
mended
CONTACT: 912.236.8097, info@davenport-
housemuseum.org; www.davenporthousemuse-
um.org
WHAT ELSE: Must be 21 years of age. Patrons 
are oriented to the long and rich tradition of 
Madeira (wine) as it relates to the history of 
Savannah, followed by a Madeira party. The per-
formance requires that guests be able to walk up 
and down stairs and maneuver in candlelit rooms.  
The experience lasts 75 minutes. 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER
WHAT: Hawks, Owls and Eagles on Display
WHEN: Saturday, Feb. 22, 1 to 3 p.m.
WHERE:  The Landings Athletic Field, 600 
Landings Way
HOW MUCH: Free
CONTACT: www.skidawayaudubon.org or 
Friends of Skidaway Audubon Facebook page

Please email content to mail@theskinnie.com. 
Deadline is the Friday prior to publication. 

island h  p  i  go  p nHOW DOES YOUR 
GARDEN GROW?

WHAT: Landings Garden Club general 
meeting: “Human Nature: A Paradigm of 
Change”
WHEN: Monday, Feb. 24, 9 a.m. board 
meeting, 10:30 program
WHERE: Messiah Lutheran Church, 1 
West Ridge Rd.
HOW MUCH: Free
WHAT ELSE: Hear Rubert Cultry, certi-
fied arborist, discuss how we exist within 
our landscape and how humans can be a 
valuable feature of the environment.

THUMBS UP
WHAT: Landlovers Green Thumb Club
WHEN: Wednesday, March 4, 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m.
WHERE: Messiah Lutheran Church
HOW MUCH: Annual dues are $25 
individual or $30 family.
CONTACT: Kate Kastner, katekastner@
icloud.com
WHAT ELSE: Our Master Gardener 
Panel of Pat Barry and Diane Gustafson 
returns to answer your landscape and 
gardening questions. There are many 
challenges to gardening at The Landings; 
this program will have you ready to tackle 
turning your property into a showpiece. 
Our monthly meetings begin with coffee 
and socializing. Be environmentally 
friendly; bring your own coffee cup.

RIVER OF IRIS
WHAT: Landings Garden Club general 
meeting 
WHEN: Monday, March 23 - board meet-
ing, 9 a.m.; coffee and socializing, 9:30; 
general meeting;10; program, 10:30
WHERE: Messiah Lutheran Church, 1 
West Ridge Rd.
HOW MUCH: Free and open to all
CONTACT: Please visit www.thelandings-
gardenclub.com
WHAT ELSE: The speaker is Stan Gray 
of Coastal Georgia Botanical Gardens, a 
leader in Iris evaluations in the South. He 
is the brains and brawn behind its newest 
garden, “The River of Iris,” a wetland area 
planted with thousands of the relatively 
unknown native Louisiana Iris.   
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ACROSS
01. Tarzan’s Cheetah, e.g.
06. Prison
10. The Beehive State
14. Horse opera
15. “Typee” sequel (Herman Melville)
16. Machine that won a Primetime Emmy
      Award (anagram for VITO)
17. Early 17th century.....colonial 
      America
20. Came to a close
21. Broacasted again
22. Premium TV network 
25. Opposite of ne’er
26. Any Islamic state ruled by an emir
28. Kent. neighbor
30. Pie-in-the-face sound
32. Part of a tennis match
33. 1971 smash Musical about teenagers
36. Island near the Statue of Liberty
38. Prehistoric times.....Unknown 
      location
42. Combining form meaning ‘stone’ 
      (anagram for LO HIT)
43. Author of  “I, Robot”, Isaac ___ 
45. Winter clock setting in Nova Scotia
48. Round ends on some hammers
50. Sherlock Holmes smoked one
51. Castle’s breastwork (anagram for APE
      TRAP)
53. Crowd, in Roma
56. Good name for a cowpoke
57. Basic type of geometry
58. Lava, et al.
60. Late 19th century.....Scandinavia
66. Assert
67. Wings, to Ovid
68. Capital of Egypt
69. Yuri Zhivago’s love
70. Flex
71. Tiny spot

DOWN
01. Folding bed
02. Palindromic interjection of derision
03. Ending for pol or fin 
04. A ___ pittance
05. Prostrate

06. Jesters
07. Enclosed by
08. Charged particle
09. Symbol of sound sleep
10. ___ Pendragon (Father of King Arthur)
11. Diadems
12. Fly an aircraft
13. Large wasp
18. Alphabetic trio
19. Faultfinders
22. Abbr. on fine silverware
23. Parsley, sage, rosemary, or thyme
24. ___-Day Vitamins
26. Duke’s costar in “Tall in the Saddle,”
      ___ Raines
27. Valletta is its capital
29. Salt, to a chemist
31. Last name of Evita in “Evita”
34. Ship’s captain, informally
35. Cosmetician Lauder

37. Use FedEx
39. David Brinkley and ___ Huntley
40. Give off
41. Lasso material
44. Provoke
45. Challenge a court’s decision
46. Spittle
47. ___ Joe’s (supermarket chain)
49. Blotto
52. “End of ___” (two words)
54. Knock
55. The Iliad and the Odyssey, e.g.
58. Type of dive
59. Comical kind of stick
61. Small amount
62. Corrida cheer
63. Fib
64. J.R.R. Tolkien monster
65. Chinese fry pan

*For each puzzle a relatively difficult set of clues (Challenger) will accompany the first printing. In the subsequent issue,
the same puzzle will appear with an easier set of clues (Standard) Email questions/comments to puzzler@theskinnie.com

Puzzle answers, page 31

Three of man’s greatest inventions (no batteries required)STANDARD CLUES*
AIR CONDITIONING  

SERVICE/REPAIR
Impact Air, LLC • We service/repair all brands of Air 
Conditioning & Heating equipment.  Services range 
from duct repairs to replacement of an entire HVAC 
system. With over 20 years of experience, you are sure 
to receive quality work at a fair price.  We also offer 
maintenance plans to keep your HVAC system(s) 
operating efficiently.  Call Dan Abel, 912.667.1472    
Licensed & Insured GA Lic# CN211101 

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 
Dixie Motors, Inc. • Serving Savannah since 1980. 
From minor to major repairs on all makes and mod-
els. We offer 30-minute oil change service. Towing 
available. Fleet service available. A/C experts. Na-
tionwide warranty. Conveniently located at 2013 
E. Victory Drive (across the parking lot from Home 
Depot). 
355.3568.  
  
LEXUS & TOYOTA OWNERS • Factory trained 
Lexus and Toyota Master Technicians with 25 years 
experience. ASE certified. Located minutes from 
The Landings, Loaner car available with any major 
service or repair. Performing services and repairs at a 
fraction of the dealership prices. Savannah Autoworx, 
116 Shipyard Rd, Savannah, Ga 31406.  Phone: 
912.356.0007.  We service all makes and models. 

BABY SITTING/NANNY/  
ELDER CARE/CAREGIVING

Eldercare, childcare, home or pet sitting. CPR cer-
tified 24+ years’ hospital services. Please call Susan 
Gotch at 912.598.8720 (H) or 954.661.2205 (C) 
References available upon request.  

CARPET CLEANING 
Diamond Carpet & Textile Services • Carpeting, 
Upholstery, Orientals, Tile and Grout, Wood Floor-
ing.  2016/2017 Angie’s List Super Service Award 
Winner; IICRC Certified Firm. Don’t just have it 
done, have it Done Well! 912.349.7115. www.dia-
mondcarpetandtextileservices.com 

CLEANING SERVICES
Got chaos? Hubbard’s Maid Service will restore order 
to your home. Serving successful people in our com-
munity since 2004, Hubbard’s Maid Service hires 
friends and neighbors to help keep your home spot-
less. Give us a call for a price quote at 912.961.9131.  

COMPUTER SERVICES  
ONSITE NETWORK SERVICES, LLC • Jacob 
Dimond providing prompt and professional onsite 
computer and IT services for Landings residents for 

over 15 years. Specializing in Windows and Apple 
computers, laptops, iPad and smart devices, new 
computer sales and upgrades, computer cleaning and 
tune ups.  Transfer programs and files from old to 
new computers. Wireless network and printer instal-
lation.  Install streaming TV services and help cus-
tomers “cut the cord”.  Provide training and tutoring. 
Smart Home device installation, lightning/power 
surge repairs and data recovery.  Recycling or do-
nation of old equipment. Free phone consultations. 
Call 598.2990 or 507.2693, 7 days a week. 
 
Savannah Computer Services, Inc. • Professionally 
serving coastal areas of Georgia and South Carolina 
for over 25 years. We specialize in PCs, Macs, and 
most IT equipment with a full spectrum of services 
including but not limited to installation, network-
ing, cabling, diagnostic and repair, upgrades, data 
recovery, virus removal and prevention, moving/re-
location, and consulting. Specialty business offerings 
include VOIP phones, high speed internet circuits 
with failover, and hosted cloud backup services. En-
joy fast and convenient on-site service, FREE pickup 
and delivery, or remote service by appointment only. 
Quotes are always free and no travel charge within 
our local area of coverage. Call Mike and Cyndy Ta-
bakian, 912.756.7860 or visit our web site at savan-
nahcomputer.com 

COOLSCULPTING® BY 
COOL BODY CONTOURING 

25% discount for Skinnie readers. FDA cleared 
non-surgical procedure to eliminate fatty areas for 
good. NOW OFFERING DualSculpting™ and Ad-
vantage Applicators allowing entire abdomen or love 
handles to be completely treated in about one hour. 
Only available in Savannah at Cool Body Contour-
ing. Free consultation at 9100 White Bluff Rd, Suite 
102. Call 912.200.6000 Martin E Everhard, MD, 
PhD, FACS 

DOOR SCREENS 
Phantom Screens • The Phantom Screen’s unique 
retractable design means it is there when you need it 
and disappears when you do not. Designed for doors, 
windows and large openings up to 25 ft. wide, we 
have a Phantom screen to meet your needs. Available 
in a variety of colors to compliment your home dé-
cor. Call 912.552.2331 or visit phantomscreens.com.  
 

FRAMING
Sandfly Custom Framing • We are a full service cus-
tom frame shop with over 2,000 mouldings to choose 
from.  All work performed in house to ensure quality 
control. Owned and operated by Judi Weaver with 
23 years experience. Shadow boxes, mirrors, stitch 
art, diplomas, specialty matting, portraits, paintings 
and coastal maps. Consider Sandfly Custom Fram-

ing: “When Quality Matters.” 8413-B Ferguson Ave.  
912.691.1333.
  

GOLF CARTS
FOR SALE OR RENT

Golf Carts of Savannah LLC • We have late mod-
el E-Z-Go RXV and Club Car Precedent carts that 
are beyond Landings equipped. Short- or long-term 
rentals available. Call Dana Oliver at 354.1113 for 
details and directions. 

GROUT CLEANING/  
RESTORATION

Grout Busters • Complete tile & grout cleaning 
service. Complete grout color change, color resto-
ration & stain protection with epoxy sealer. Over 20 
designer colors available. Tub & shower cleaning & 
re-grouting also available. Serving the Landings since 
1995. 912.429.0420. 

GUNS
Guns Wanted • Top cash paid. Ortiz Custom Guns, 
Master Gunsmith. Firearms Manufacturer. 7 East 
Montgomery Cross Roads, Savannah’s Firearms 
Source. www.ortizcustomguns.com, 912.925.0799 

HAIR STYLING
Murray’s Barber Shop • Barber Shop for Men and 
Boys. Walk-ins only! Tu-Th:10-6,Fri:10-4,Sat:9-1 
Located in Sandfly next to Lair’s Automotive. 8524 
Ferguson Ave. 912.349.3531 

HOMES 
FOR RENT/FOR SALE 

Are you thinking about selling your home? I have 
buyers interested in buying your house! We also of-
fer FREE design consultations, staging, professional 
photography and local marketing! Mention this ad 
and get a reduced rate commission! Nicole Casino 
with Savannah Real Estate Experts, 912.356.0006 or 
912.598.6250  
 
Home to share in Landings • Completely furnished, 
non-smoker/female, no pets, credit and references re-
quired. $1250 per month includes utilities (electric-
ity, tv/internet and water).  Please call 410.991.9215 
for personal interview; 6 months required with 
1-month deposit. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT/  
REMODELING

Peterson Custom Works, Inc. • Complete Home 
Remodeling and Construction Contractor. Custom 
Kitchens and Baths. Additions, Screened Porch-
es, Decks. Certified Pella Window/Door Installer. 

$20 each, with a maximum of 50 words • $5 for each additional 10 words • Contact Teri Grayson at 598.9715 or email classifieds@theskinnie.com

The Skinnie Classifieds listings are now online! Just visit www.theskinnie.com and click “Classifieds.”
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/ Website:www.lukscolorpainting.com 

Motley Crew Power Wash • Locally owned and 
operated.  We offer: Soft wash cleaning of exterior; 
pressure washing of driveways, walkways, concrete 
patios, and wood decks; Safe, Soft Roof cleaning; 
Landings. Strong work values and professional eti-
quette. Jobs are always kept neat and clean. FREE 
estimates and our work is always guaranteed. Call 
Terry at 912.667.8779

Soap on a Rope • Power washing, window cleaning 
and more. Local, professional, personable, and fully 
insured. Voted Savannah’s best 2018! From homes to 
high-rises. 912.233.1544 soaponaropeinc.com 

Castle Care of Savannah Inc.  •  We are here for all 
your painting and pressure washing needs. Interior 
and exterior painting, pressure washing, decks and 
driveway cleanings! Licensed and insured, call Logan 
@ 912.656.6994

PERSONAL HOME TRAINER    

Personal Home Training and Exercise • Michael 
Cohen, Olympic Coach and Olympic athlete brings 
his 50 years of expertise to your home. Creator and 
Founder of GEM, an exercise program for those with 
Parkinson’s, Essential Tremor and other Movement 
Disorders, Michael specializes in training and coach-
ing designed to lessen the symptoms of these disor-
ders and keep you active. Licensed, Certified, Insured 
and Background Screened. 912.663.5833 or email: C 
ohenWeightlifting@aol.com 

PETS
Peaceful Pets • Planning a trip out of town?  Or do 
you work long hours and need someone to take your 
pet out for a restroom break?  Peaceful Pets is a Pet 
Sitting Service that can do this.  I offer affordable 
rates and overnight visits. Call 912.707.1707 for 
pricing, www.peacefulpetssavannah.com. 

PET CARE
Animal loving former Vet Tech available to take care 
of your pets while you are away or at work.  Walking, 
feeding, playing or whatever is needed. Reasonable 
rates.  Please call 973.886.0203 for more informa-
tion.

 REAL ESTATE   
Landings resident, agent • Island Life@UberRe-
alPhil.  Rides and real estate networking offered by 
Phillip Williams, Landings resident since 2007.Trust-
ed private driver for landings residents since 2014, Ar-
chitectural designer that served on the ARC and now 
pursuing an additional career as a real estate agent. I 
like to stay busy. Rides to and from downtown, also 
to the airport and back during regular hours is $45, 
before 6am or after 11pm it’s $65. 912.224.0619 
checkout my recommendations on Nextdoor. 

SERVICES
 The Original Guy Friday with Truck • Need help 
moving, cleaning your garage or attic, rearranging 
furniture or hauling away unwanted items or yard 
waste?  When you need a hand, call me, George, I 
can help! 912.660.0432 
 
Sandfly Custom Framing • We are a full-service cus-
tom frame shop with over 2,000 mouldings to choose 
from.  All work performed in house to ensure quality 
control. Owned and operated by Judi Weaver with 
23 years experience. Shadow boxes, mirrors, stitch 
art, diplomas, specialty matting, portraits, paintings 
and coastal maps. Consider Sandfly Custom Fram-
ing: “When Quality Matters.” 8413-B Ferguson Ave.  
912.691.1333.  
 
Island Property Management & House Sitting 
• 10 years an island resident. Short term or long 
term. No job too big or small, we handle them all. 
598.9901 or 655.5210  
  
Behavioral Health Services • Advanced Counsel-
ing Solutions. Are you or someone you know having 
trouble adjusting to new or changing circumstances, 
stress or recent loss? Is stress interfering with your 
happiness? Are you experiencing anxiety, panic or 
depression? Talk confidentially with an experienced 
Behavioral Health Counselor who is objective and 
non-judgmental. I am a Georgia Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker with 25 years of counseling experi-
ence. Private office in mid-town. Most insurances 
accepted. Call Landings resident, Anne Lewis-Nash, 
LCSW, 706.993.5531 to schedule a consultation.

TRANSPORTATION
Do you need a ride to or from the airport, or to a 
doctor’s appointment or grocery shopping? I am a 
Marshwood resident available to drive you where you 
need to go.  I can also keep an eye on your prop-
erty while you are away.  Reasonable rates.  Call 
201.826.9627

TREE SERVICES 
Treemaster, Inc. • We offer these services for all of 
your tree needs: trimming, pruning, and removal. We 
also offer stump grinding. We’re bonded and insured.  
24-hour emergency service.  We accept all major 
credit cards except Discover. We are the sister com-
pany of Grassmasters, owned by Landings residents, 
Mike and Diane Schuman. Call us at 912.598.0140.  

Registered Landscape Architect and ISA Certified 
Arborist with Tree Risk Assessment Qualification 
is available to consult with property owners of The 
Landings on important topics such as mitigating 
site-specific hurricane vulnerability, tree protection, 
and mitigating tree damage during construction. For-
mer FL Certified Building Contractor. Over 18 years 
of civil engineering practice management. Contact 
me for more information at tbuckley1954@comcast.
net. Landings owner and resident. 

Evergreen Tree Service • Looking for a prompt 
and free consultation from an ISA Certified Arbor-
ist? Since 1984, our family owned business has been 
the most well trained and professional tree removal, 
pruning, and stump grinding service on Skidaway 
Island. Call us today to schedule your arborist at 
912.455.5041. www.evergreentreeservicesav.com  
Fully bonded and insured. 
 

WEIGHT LOSS 

Weight Loss & Body Sculpting at Slender in Savan-
nah. 10% Off for Skinnie readers. Weight loss plans 
that work! No pre-packaged food & no starving! 
Noninvasive body sculpting for “spot reduction” of 
problem areas – no pain, no downtime! Free consul-
tation and Body Composition Report at Slender In 
Savannah 315 Commercial Drive, Suite A7. Call 
Now! 912.509.7642 
 

Roofing Experts. Stucco Specialist. Concrete, Pav-
ers, Hardscapes. Water Damage Restoration Cer-
tified. Foundation structural repair experts.  Home 
Inspector Certified. Wood Rot, Pressure Washing, 
and Painting. Design Consultation Services Avail-
able. Licensed and Insured Georgia Contractors 
#RBQA004670. Free Estimates. Home: 351.0716 or 
cell: 656.8842.  

John Hodges Construction, Inc. • We specialize in 
window and door replacement and repair. We¹re a 
Pella and Marvin certified contractor. We also spe-
cialize in exterior siding, decks, service fence and 
trim. Interior remodeling: Kitchen, bathrooms, and 
trim. No job too small. Serving the Landings since 
1982. Call 313.2767.  
  
Grout Busters • Complete tile & grout cleaning 
service. Complete grout color change, color resto-
ration & stain protection with epoxy sealer. Over 
20 designer colors available. Tub & shower cleaning 
& re-grouting available. Serving the Landings since 
1995. 912.429.0420.  
 
Drainage Experts • Got Water? Drain Fields. Re-
taining walls. Mold and Drainage Specialists. Flood-
ing. Standing water. Storm water. Crawl space. 
Foundation damage. Run-off. Soggy lawns & Mold 
remediation. Frank Harris, Savannah, 912.660.4521 
or 214.412.7976.  

Castle Care of Savannah Inc. • Specializing in 
Home improvements, maintenance, wood rot.  We 
specialize in everything! No job is too small!  Locally 
owned and operated. Licensed and insured. Call Lo-
gan @ 912.656.6994

INTERIOR DESIGN 
AND DECORATING

Debbie’s Decorating • For over 20 years, through-
out the United States, I’ve designed and decorated 
homes, offices and new construction. I would love to 
assist you in updating your home! Please call now to 
book your appointment with Landings resident Deb-
bie Leecock. Phone 214.405.0989 or visit my website 
at www.dleecock.com.  

KEYBOARD/PIANO  
INSTRUCTION 

“The best players are on the bench.” Learn to read 
music and play the piano! Beginning/intermediate 
lessons, 9 years old and up. Experienced, classically 
trained teacher with BS in Music Education. Land-
ings resident. Weekly 45-minute/lessons/$35. Call or 
text:  505.670.2454
 

LANDSCAPING/LAWN CARE  
Grassmaster Lawn Care • We offer complete land-
scape management with year round service. Our 
services also include fertilization, insect, weed, and 
fungus control, along with lawn and shrub programs. 
We are your total lawn care service. We also offer 
landscaping, i.e. lawn renovation and sodding. Li-
censed and Insured. Free estimates. Please call Mike 

Schuman at 354.8856.  
 
New Leaf Landscape Management • As Skidaway 
Island residents, we understand your need to main-
tain a beautiful well-kept lawn. New Leaf Landscape 
Management specializes in full-service lawn mainte-
nance and fertilization, debris removal and profes-
sional landscaping design/ installation. With over 
10 years in the industry, we have developed strong 
relationships with local companies to deliver superior 
products for your home at the utmost competitive 
prices. Please call for your no obligation lawn eval-
uation and free quote. Thank you! 912.656.9088 or 
912.210.9773. Licensed and Insured.  
  
Scott’s Lawn Service, LLC • Customer service you 
deserve! We are committed to providing the most 
reliable lawn care service and maintenance. Offering 
complete lawn care needs including lawn mowing, 
edging, pruning, hedge trimming, blowing, sprin-
kler repairs, blowing the roof, and installing sod, 
pine straw, mulch and fertilizer. Call today for a free 
estimate. Let us maintain your property, so you can 
enjoy it. Licensed and insured. 912.656.8472  
  
Treemaster, Inc. • We offer these services for all of 
your tree needs: trimming, pruning, and removal. We 
also offer stump grinding. We’re bonded and insured.  
24-hour emergency service.  We accept all major 
credit cards except Discover. We are the sister com-
pany of Grassmaster, owned by Landings residents, 
Mike and Diane Schuman. Call us at 912.598.0140.  
  
Ameri-Scapes Complete Lawn Care • Tired of 
the quick blow-and-go low quality lawncare? Call 
us, with over 20 years experience, we offer full lawn 
maintenance, shrub removal, shrub replacement. We 
also provide Irrigation and sod Installation. Call Josh 
at 912.675.6293. 

LIFT CHAIRS 
Power reclining lift chairs available in all sizes, 
fabrics and features. Correct spinal alignment and 
improved circulation. Lifts you on your feet with a 
touch of a button. Sit & Sleep Mattress...1110 Eisen-
hower Dr., 912.355.2331. See our display ad.  

MOVING & DELIVERY  
Specialty Moving and Delivery • Residential and 
Commercial Relocation Specialists Local & Long 
Distance. Offering Household Moving & Rear-
ranging, Business Relocation & Inter-office Mov-
ing,  Pickup & Delivery Service, Installation & As-
sembly, Loading & Unloading, Packing & Crating, 
Shipping & Receiving, Warehousing & Storage and 
Packing Supplies. Specializing in Items that Require 
Special Care including: Fine Furniture & Pianos, Art 
& Antiques, Office Furniture & Systems, Business 
Machines & Electronics and Medical & Institutional 
Equipment. Serving the Landings for over 20 years. 
Licensed & Insured. References. Call 925.9528.  
  
Gracious Moves • Landings Resident/Realtor® /
Move Manager, Brooke Bass has been assisting 

families since 1985.  Moving simplified from A to 
Z:  Prepare home for sale, list and sell, sort, pack, 
organize, floor plan, stage, unpack, setup, hang art, 
remove boxes on moving day! NAR® Outstanding 
Service Award! www.GraciousMoves.com; Brooke@ 
GraciousMoves.com; Call Brooke, 912.655.9299.  

PAINTING AND  
POWER WASHING                                

Peterson Custom Works, Inc. • For highest quality 
interior/exterior painting, wood-rot repair, pressure 
washing, window and door replacement. Licensed 
and insured. Georgia license #RBQA004670.  Ten 
years experience on Skidaway Island. References 
available. 351.0716 or 656.8842.  
 

Islands Painting • Proudly serving the Landings for 
over 20 years. We specialize in custom interior and 
exterior painting. We also do pressure washing of 
homes, sidewalks, driveways, etc. Wallpaper removal 
and much more!! Thank you for your consideration. 
Please see my reviews at TLA. Call Tommy Rigdon, 
912.308.4601 or email: tjrigdon@yahoo.com 

Jimmy Flowers Painting Co.  • Specialize in Inte-
rior/Exterior painting.  No job to large or too small.  
We also paint fences, decks, etc.  repair wood rot, 
and take on small construction projects.  We carry 
all insurances.  Give me a call for a free estimate.  
828.243.4386 or email at jfnc123@yahoo.com  

LUKSCOLOR PAINTING SERVICES • Licensed 
& Insured. Quality painting at an affordable price 
done by someone you can trust! No job too small. 
References available...Creating beautiful homes 
in the Savannah/Chatham County area for over 
14  years. Call Andrey Ribeiro for free estimates, 
912.713.9578. Email: andrey.lukscolor@gmail.com 
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