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It’s the end of the year, but it’s also the end of an era. 

Perhaps you recall that I’ve written about Horizons Savannah and 
its important work towards meaningful social impact through educa-
tion. The program works with hundreds of local young people, year 
after year, to bridge the opportunity gap that can lead to widely dis-
persed life-path trajectories. Research-driven and rigorously measured, 
Horizons’ methods are significant and proven. 

A thing you might not know:  If not for the dedication of two 
of your neighbors, Horizons might not be here today to ensure that 
young people advance academically, build constructive and enduring 
relationships, learn to and blossom as swimmers, and have fun doing it 
all. The two men to whom I refer: Tom Oxnard and Al Torpie. 

After many years as active leaders, both Tom and Al are “retiring” 
from their Horizons Savannah board positions. Tom was long-time 
board president, to Al’s secretary. More pragmatically, they have been 
the organization’s heart and spine. Tom is a passionate advocate and 
adept fundraiser, while Al is a strategic and critical thinker. They com-
plement each other well – Mr. Outside and Mr. Inside, to oversimplify 
the illustration. Moreover, they are simply good guys, both of whom I 
am proud to consider friends of mine. 

I met Tom thanks to this magazine. He inferred from my early 
essays that I harbor conservative political inclinations (which is nei-
ther wholly accurate or false), and he self-identifies otherwise. As the 
then-president of the Skidaway Democrats, he reached out (suspi-
ciously, I think) to see if we’d be willing to run announcements about 
his group’s upcoming events. I imagine Tom was pleasantly surprised 
when I responded positively without hesitation and welcomed any 
ideas/arguments/opinions he or his friends were willing to share. Over 
time, Tom and I have both come to understand that we are much 
more similar than we are at odds. In fact, we are not at odds at all. We 
care about people, our community, and our world. 

As for Al, we have a little backstory, too. His daughter, Karen, 
and I were students at Lehigh University at the same time (although 
she’s two years younger than I, so we only overlapped for two years…
also, she was probably a better student and better behaved). Al has 
a commercial mind, conditioned by decades in business, which he 
has leveraged to assist dozens of local small enterprises through the 
SCORE network. Consistent with his roll-up-the-sleeves instincts, Al 
led SCORE and its volunteer corps for many years. 

There was a time when Horizons Savannah’s survival was an iffy 
proposition. The organization’s demise would have created anoth-
er disappointment for young people for whom disappointments are 
too frequent. And its absence from the child development landscape 
would have left a gaping hole. Tom and Al refused to yield. They 
scratched their way to stability. Today, Horizons works with roughly 
300 kids across four sites, and we are growing capacity and expanding 
our community each year. Such is the legacy of Tom and Al. 

These two men and their Horizons stories are familiar. You, dear 
readers, are a caring bunch. Your energy and resources fuel the engines 
of social service and philanthropy that combine to manufacture hope 
where it wouldn’t otherwise exist. In a way, it’s a Christmas story: the 
idea that a most meaningful life is one lived in service to others. 

As we close the book (literally, this is the last Skinnie issue for 2019) 
on the annum, I do so with gratitude for Tom and Al and everyone 
with whom I share a desire to leave the world better than we found it. 

Thank you. Merry Christmas. Happy Holidays. Have a joyous and 
satisfying New Year.     
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